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in it, and sat at the gate. What a place for a child 
of God to settle in and receive honour.

Abraham had his eye on a far different city, 
“ whose builder and maker was God." Meanwhile 
he was satisfied to live in a tent, with God for his 
portion.

When tested, Abraham refused to take anything 
from the king of Sodom, from a thread even to a 
shoe latchet, lest he should say, “I have made 
Abraham rich." The very next thing we find is 
God saying to him, I am thy shield, and thy 
exceeding great retcard." Whenever we are enabled 
to surrender what nature clings to for Christ's sake 
there is blessing in a clearer revelation of Himself 
to the soul : as it were, room is made for the Lord 
by the displacing of lower objects, and the promise 
of John xiv. 23 is made good in our experience— 
“ If a man love me, he will keep my words : and my 
Father "will love him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him."

What a wall of fire the Lord is round the soul 
that is separated to Himself ! He plants the blood 
of Christ right behind us. Has He spoken to us of 
His glory, and told us of the glories awaiting us as 
fellow-heirs with Christ, and shall wo turn back 
and mind earthly things ! Shall not His country be 
our country, His associates our associates, while we 
are waiting in strangership down here, confessing 
ourselves pilgrims by our walk and ways, showing 
by our blessed independency of all the good things 
which nature esteems so highly, and our indifféra
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