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CRISES IN LIFE,
Avburss vELIVERED BY Rev. WiLLIAM LLoyp,
weronk TiE BIuneNts o EASTMAN ConieGE,

THERE is an old Greek story of a certain
pr named Telemachus, whose education
was early confided to Minerva, the goddess
of wisdom, who, under the guise of an aged
man, guf the steps of rince from
land to land in search of his father, enrich-
ing his mind meanwhile with divinest pre-
cepts. At length they reached a place where
two roads met; then telling Telemachus that
now he must choose which he would
follow, -uddealuho garb of the old man
dropped, and Minerva, the , clothed
in perfeet bunt‘;_owlm which she sprang
for from the w of Jove, stood for a
moment before the entranced of the

outh and then vanished away. But the
lessons of youth remained to hr!nf forth
fruit in riper years. This beautiful myth,
which has been immortalized and mede
l#n_ll!lllrlw us Ill..:)’; me mn of the saintly

. Tenelon, vel s our nt
theme. Lel l.hz junction of the rom
a8 the symbol a‘erisis in life; for two
and again open before you,
ferward will be lug)y in-
decided by the ehoi ‘on
make, Inevery human life eritieal
oceur, and it is an ex ngl
mistake or even miss them w
According as the such
times, life becomes invested with happiness
or mantled in . Much
acter and destiny fs wraj
then made. The immortal kespeare says:

There is u tide in the affairs of men
Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune;
Omitted, all the voyage of their life
Ls bound in shallows and in miseries.”
And agaln,
“I find my zenith doth depend upon
A most auspioious star, whose influence
If now I court not but omit, my fortunes
Will ever after droop.”

Jt is said of Napoleon that when a great
e was he weuld watch the
uy

‘puths will once
and your life
fluenced if not
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obscuring for a time the brthncun of its
sunlight, but never mantling it in impene
trable darkness. They will be but as the
rain storm that washes away the dust from

the petals of the flowers and causes the |

blossoms that grow from obedient love to
bloom with greater beauty and fling forth
fresher fragrance, not like the tempest that
uproots trees in its inarch.
» mfe'l chm? l.l:'ell;, rlnmt |bejde(r-£||;|h]u-d
em:umoctu- periods, Life has
sen classified under three ::ctions,—the
secular, the social and the spiritual. That
is, that phase which belongs to our ordinary
pursuits, that which brings us into contact

with the outer world :gl‘irely, which in- |

cludes our choice of a business or of & pro-
f';':‘lon. ..f the relations and inter-relations

rein,—that is our |

u thes
secular life. Our soeial life includes the

choice of a wife and all the associstions, the |
felicities and infelicities which flow out from
“the formati)n of a hoi

m of & . And the third is

of our existence Which refers to

our moral responsibilities and relates us to

God and to eternity. Now, in ench of these

ts of life eritieal perio |s will come;

the choice will present itself «nd you will

have to determine what shall be your seeu-

lar path, what the character of your home

and what the nature of your eternal and
moral destin;

.
But I am not here to-night to preach a
sermon. That would be altogether too
fmludnlu. both for you and for myself.
want here to put in a plea for ministers.
It seems to me tuat ministers labor under &
van! when they speak away

the pulpit, I know it has been the
custom to look upon the minister as a sort
o moralist, so that when he stands
before an audience and endeavors to deliver
an earnest, soulful appeal to their moral
qualities and nobler impulses, they listen
with a shrug and say, ** That is h'la busines:.”
1 remember once & friend of mive who is a
ver‘ eminent minister taking his Jittle child
on his knee in order to tell her a story illus-
trative of that impalpable doctrine, special
providence. He had told her the story —it
Was 8 v pathetic story —he expected to
see the very much moved. She looked

son to be u money lender ulso; and ““ Grad-
grind & Company ” may go on interminably.
And so0 ia relation to the professions; if a
man is u physiclan and has ac uknd' any
eminence at all in his profession, he desires
to have that eminence transmilted to his
son, and to have his son in the same line of
nctivities. An old bachelor being aske d wly
he was a buchelor, answered that he did not
know unless it was because his father was
a bachelor. [Laughter.] And so there are
men to-day in certain businesses or profes-
sions who can give no Jther reasons except
that their fathers were in the same. And
yet, it is not always wise for a parent to
'mueu*rmlne the future of his son, because
f the son’s tastes run in an alf her differ-
ent direction to the father's, then it will
demand on the part of the father an amount
of forcing and distortion that will be injur-
fous to him for the rest of his life. Most
men must decide for themselves, and if a
parent assumes to decide, I would have him
study very cmmlli the inclinations, tastes
and capabilities of his son befo) rofe
sion is chosen for him. Many have no
choice mad: for them, but must choose for
themselves. You pass through your edues-
tion, and then the question comes to you,
ays are over, I leave

istance ; in a little while I shall be flung out
into the field to fight my 'nl]’ thM{h with
other men. Into what field shall I enter?
What department of life’s activities shall I
choose?” It is to help you in this that I
would venture to throw out a few sugges-
tions. The first is, gntlcmn. study your
own mental tendencies and characteristics.
It is said among the English aristocracy
when a Lord is burdened with more sons
with,
there should be three younger
sons, the eldest son takes estate,
there is very little money for the others, the
question comes up —* What shall be done
with them®” If one seems to have a little
more mnynlcnl ol than the rest, put
him into the army. e a soldier of 3
If there is one who seems to possess craft-
iness of nature, shrewdness in dealing with
other men and aptness in e
secrets of his companions,
him. Possibly he may become




