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751. The large lakes and rivers abound in crocodiles, and it
IS very dangerous to bathe or swim in them, on account of
these fierce reptiles.

Monkeys arc numerous in the forests. The chimpanzeeand gorilla in form somewhat resemble a man
The ostrich, founr^ in almost all parts of Africa, but par-

ticularly near the deserts, is the largest bird in the world. Itcannot fly, but it runs swiftly, spreading its wings as it runs.
Its speed IS said to be twenty-five miles an hour, and the
engtli of Its step twelve feet. The feathers of this bird arebrought to our country to adorn ladies' bonnets and Iiats.
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: Inhabitants. 7.^-{. w. know so liifi,. „f „„„,
P'u-tR of Afnca. that it is ,lirti,.ulf to (i„,l „„,, J,
•"'U'V P-pio it eontains. Tho northm. countrirs

M.>^.an„.w.. .n Arabs, wl... ...„„. ion, a,o from
Aralna an.l c-on.,uorod tl.,- country, Jn .1,,. {„
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"luny barbarous custoni.s. Tiiey often go to war
witJ, eacli otlier. Some of the.n oat the prisoners
whom they have cai.ture.l, and otliers .s.>ll their
captives for slaves. Nearly all tiie eoloure.l people
in America are descended from tho.se who were i

brouglit from Africa as slaves.

most degraded race. One tribe, called 7,-. •/.„,.„, are Isald to i

•« only four feet liigh, an.l to be very ill-
«hape,l. They have flat heads, crooked
lacks, short noses, and little twists of wool
on their heads in phice of hair. They have
n.. houses or tents, but sleep un.ler biLshesn the cleft of a rock, or in a hoh. which
H<m.e wild animal i,a.s made in the earth.
1 ley eat roots, grasshoppers, worms, and
whatever comes to band. When they get a
l-i'ge animal, they eat .so much that tliev
can take no more food f(,r .s.Hcral d.iys.
The Kaffirs, in the south-east, are ,|uite

a tine race of people, living principallv by
their flocks. '

'

7r,r,. In tlie .south aiemany Kngli..!, pe„,,h,.
'

N.'ar the (hange ami Vaal rivers are man

V

Dutch, whose fo,,.f;.tl,ers came from I l„llan,i.

Divisions. -~7r>(',. Africa is often I

«pol<en of under fiu- grc-at divisions
i

~^'<>rfhern Africa, Emfrrn Afrlra.
'

(.'nUmf A/nr„, W.sfrnt A/rtro, and
^^outliern A/iicti.

757. The mo.st important countries
of Northern Africa ar.. the /hrhm'!,
Sinf.s and K,,„pi those of Eastern
Africa are Af>f/ss{„m and /^mn/ne-

I'ar: ,n Central Africa is a vast region known
as tJ.e So,„h„, ..omiirising many .small .states;m Western Africa ,tre A.hn,t,„ />„/,.„,,,, sierra
[:"""'
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A/W,.- and in Southern Africa are

i »/'<' Colon!,, Xolnl, Trn„m;u,L <h-an.,r /.•/.„. /.V
pnhhr, and Z,d,il„„<l.

Towns :o.s. Africa has not many large eitie. Tain, the I

f-ntral Afncaare'g!;,.,:,;.,!;^;, J i;, ^;;- »-- "f
j.-re huts, of a circular form wiU. al;:;;^ J!r
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