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for a c^'Tnge In the form of Government, did

they f>r -reed to make a revolution, andtock6V
a Kirn -^ No, the fcripture on the contrary in-

forms us tha» they came to Samuel, and re-

(jucih.fl /'///?, as the j)roj3het of God, to make
them a King, or to give ihcm a King to judge
them. So little does the fcripture fuppofe that

thev had a free riijht to alter the form of their

Governniau of their own accord, that even
their itijh to "Iter it, through tlv; hiterventiou

of the propi)et, was highly dirj)leafmg to G(,'d,

and was confidered as an wtX of rel)ellian

againfl: him *. God however at lafl confents

to their rerjuefl: ; and direds the prophet (o aj)-

j)oint a Sovereign. " And the Lord laid to

*' Samuel, heaiken inito their voi<:e, and ))tak€

" tiicm a King.'' In confe(juence God fends

Saul to the projihet, and direfts liim to anoint

Saul to be King over his people Ifrael. Then
Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured it u]K)n

his head, and kifled him, and (aid, is it not be-

caufe the Lord hath anointed thee to be captain

over his inheritance ? whether he manifelted

this his appointment to the peoj)le by lots, or

any otiier manner is immaterial. 'Ihat God
appointed him of his own free choice is very

clear, for when Saul aj)])eared, " Samuel faid

*• to all the people, lee ye him wliomthe Lord,
" (not the people) hath cholen, and all the

" j)eople ihoutcd and laid, God lave the King."

Some of the people indeed, as jMr. ,/>?/;•/

e

lays, " cxprelTed their dilfent," but the Icrij)-
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