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the trees in rammer, or at homeamong friendiL
eloeing at an early hour, are to be commended
#• not only barmloM, but positively niefnL
Bat all-nightpartiei and balls set at nattghi
•Tery rationtU priuoiple ; they are condemned
oefore ther get half way up to ftioral consid-
•ration. They dissipate, not recreate ; they
destroy the body, they do not revive it ; they

•J^..^
•tire on amusement. Amusement

M^onld revive those faculties which regular
WOik leaves dormant ; and not tax those pow
«rs which are overworked."

Solomon, then, does not prohibit pleasure,
>it excess of pleasure—the abuse of what ism itself innocent, and as a matter of course
all pleasiires that are untimely-^tha| tend
directly or indirectly to the developttnt of
Ilia mere animal nature-^that take th3it rise
in sinful passions, oi^^ad to sinf^w *««ching is in full accord with the spiril
01 Christianity. The bible nowhere rebukes
nor prohibits innocent amusements. It does
not say it is wrong to laugh, and, although
different interpretations may be given of the
mspired penman's woids, it does not say that
itis, wrong to dance. I am not now passing any
mnion oh the more fashionable amusemente
^thaday, but simply sUting what everyj^e reader knows, that the religion of Jesoi
Cprri^so far from being a melancholy,gloomyt
"!WP«W^J !^u»gf i« • cheerful, happy expeti*
ipos; that so far from demanding seclnsloiinw •octaty, it reoognisef the necessity of
Jy^T? oPWtterce between man and man, and
flia lallest enjoyment of all that thi? j^
world affords and that our Heavenly f*ath«r
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