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to minds darkened with prejudice against the religious orders

of the ('atlu)lic ('lunch, the noble bearing of the good Krau-

eisean honorably conunends itself.

Writing ia an age when ever^ tongue wagged against the

invented abuses of 'u- old Faith, which the Queen, her Parlia-

ment and Jier subjects had repudiated, and by law extermin-

ated ; when to dci-ounce and calumniate her jtriests. her relig-

ious orders an 1 institutions, was to incre.ise iiis influence and

popularity, it is^ singidar and renmrkable that, without any ex-

ception, Shakespeare has taken particular care to clothe his

ecclesiastical persona^;'s in garuu-nts of respectability. If lie

could not always, with historical accuracy, secure for them

a<lmiratiou and reverence, he. et least, did what he could to

shelter them from the storm i:" ridicule and contempt then

enveloping his eountrv.


