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SOIL CULTIVATION.

We cultivate cjr fields and sow our seed to Droduce cTnr,« rv,. i-

of our yields aepend upon the strength and ra^irorthe Zth mli'"^
'7"'' """""^'

recuirernents of strong, rapid olant growth are^ n\lLst 2 vv'lth ' %":';/';
Let us briefly consider these requirements and the exte-.t to wh,VhT '^ /'""' ^''°'^-

or influenced by the fanner through cultural or ot;:;^;-^ ^prrttts""-^'
''' """"^^

MOISTURE.

The moisture supply depends primarily on precipitation Precioitatinn nr , f nhowever, not controllable. It is necessary, therefore to so handle snifr' "' '^'" ""• '«'

conserve or retain the moisture received'until reo.uLd fortop p^lcdon"
''"

'' ''"" '°

80.1s are free from the danger of baking or puddling; that is, they're friSi, and
"""

he surface, so preventing evaporation. Well drained soils being fr^ from hvd. ,T
""

moisture can be^.taine^d^or ry'leXf tl^: in^t ^^^^ZlZ^^t::^' ''^'

« an absolute necessity where moisture conservation is a matter of imnortr.
."'"''^^

an md,spensable condition where seasons are short or raiS ^ery "reaT „"Z to"
'* "

off the surplus water and allow air to enter the earth to reach plant root, » T u'"'^temperature. P " ^°°^ "'-J ""aise the soil

Ploughing and Cultivating as Methods of Controll:^. c i »« .

ploughing and deep cultivation afe, after dSnagf prSh he
^°' .'^°"*"''- ''^^allow

n^aking for moisture conservation. Shallow prughingbvkeepit 1^1'"'''""' ^"""^""^^^

greatly increases the moisture-holding power of that tLr^^T "' "''''' '^'^ '"^''''"e

cultivation by stirring the lower stra^uT o soi help disTntlr^' t^ff
' 'T'

""^^
water-logged upper subsoil, and so verv greatly increased the 1 '

' ''"'^"'''^

readily available near the surface layer : • 'op reci^men". ~ °' '"'^"''''^- ^'^'^^

surfa!e"irand upSltoS?„rnc^d°S7ou^^^^^^ '^^ -"'»*^-' "^ the

well drained the lower subsoil, if no rre^utio'nS n^ ItnT CraL^ '"""^?°"
amount of mo.sture is sure to be carried off from the surface by ever^- a IVV""^ '"'!
weakest sun ray. To prevent this, the maintenance of a sod mu^ch on sm h f

"''" ""^
^^^Pose^t^ -^oving air or direct sunshine is a necessary ZZZ.Z\ZT.L^:::
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