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THE DALHOUSIE GAZETTE

Wednesday, February 14, 1968

N.S.U.S. Brief on Education

L]
The Honourable G,I. Smith,
of Novi
Legislative Building,
Halifax, N.S,

Dear Mr, Premier:
R ducation in Nova Scotia
University students in Nova Scotia are concerned sbout the way in which the educational system in this
v developing.

prn.u‘l\:etlhsmk it sw“: essential for the Government to start its development of Nova Scotia’s educational
system, by encouraging primary and secondary education through ‘:h:- program of school C(msulltialmn.
This It did, To meet demands of present and potential industry in Nova 5cotm,rprmrm as then appro=
priately given to the creation and expansion of vocational and technical schools, The next logical phase in
the development of educational facilities was to lncrease university assistance, o

The university grants commission has provided funds for buildings and facilities, 1t Is now m\c_?.-\.-,m:\.

to ensure that so large an expenditure of public funds does not work only to the advantage of Nova Scotia’s
& ally v d citizens. -
“M"*f‘:mllhs;:;zlh“ceﬁ?'zens are favoured at t present time is indicated by the fact that while only 28% of
Canada’s university students come from the of Canadian families who earn less than $5,000 per yvear,
257 come from the 67 of Canadian homes which have family incomes of over $10,000 per year.

We also find ourselves facing the fact that while in Canada 9.5% of persons between 18 and 24
age attend university, in Nova Scotia the percentage is 8,17 Nova Scotia falls significantly below the
al level, g ¥ ain 4

These various statistics force us to converge upon one conclusion: if Nova Seotia is to maintain at
least its present status within Canada, and if the poorer citizens of our province are to benefit as much
from the immense public expenditures upon universities as the wealthier citizens, then various new pro-
grams must be implemented. |

More particularly, what is required, is a system which will make university m!ugllun 4 more attain-
able goal for the large percentage of our population which eannot now afford a university education.

It is for these reasons that the Nova Scotia Union of Students insists that university fees must go down,
rather even than stay at their present level. "

It is also for these reasons that our Union cannot accept ap increase in residence fees, Studemts enter-
ing university from a rural area are almost forced to spend at least one year in residence, even i they
eventually hope to find other accommodations. They normally are not well enough acquainted with the uni-
versity city to find lodgings while still in Pish school. Resident students incur a higher individual cost in
attending university than do other students. The per capita income of rural families is considerably lower
than that of urban families (consider, for example, the minimum wage differences between the rural and
urban areas),

This means that students from ruralfamilies, who in fact have least capital at their disposal, are being
asked to spend the most money on their university education. To allow this situation to worsen is unthink-
able.

In addition, our university residences offer innumerable
integral parts of the university community, It not becoming sither to the university or to society as a
whole to allow the residences to become the domain of the financially privile

The Nova Scotia Union of Students therefore trusts that our government will attemplt to reduce univer -
sity residence fees, rather than allow them to escaliate, This may require a ¢t & i its policy of not pro-
viding subsidization of university residences.

It is also because of the inequality of opporiunity inhere
Scotia Unien of Students suggests that the time has come to establish
recrult new university students without att on to their fin

We sugpest that the Government of Nova Scotia shou zive a bursary of $300 to each resident of Nova
Seotia graduating from grade twelve tn 2 Nova Scotia high school, and who is accepted by any university {in
Nova Scotia or elsewhere). This money should be paid directly to the university which accepts the student,
part of it at the time of registration, and the remainder in January.

Money would be given to students who may be reluctant to enter university e there, these persons
will hopefully better understand the value of a university education, will be informed on the various student
aid programs, and will be more ltkely to borrow money to continue,

Because the money 1s pald directly to the University, there will be no possibility of abuse of the funds,

Because the money Is paid in two instalments, there will only be 2 partial pavinent to students who do
not continue their studies in the second term.

If the scheme is applied to Nova Scotlans attending University outside Nova Scotia, these persons will
be assisted in following courses not presently available in Nova Scotian universities,

The amount of three hundred dollars may be varied according to the resources of the government,

The scheme may be extended to apply to the same students on an in tve ba This basis would be
the setting of an academic requirement, which, if obtained, would allow 2 student to be eligible for a further
bursary, The academic requirement, of course, would vary in different faculties. For example, those stu=-
dents successfully completing four out of five courses toward an Arts degree in their first year might re-
ceive a further $300 to be applied toward their second year at university and so on,

F 1""11.\', had this scheme beenineffect for the current academic vear it is estima that approximuately
2,000 students in first vear would have qualified for the $300 bursary, Thus, the cost to the Government
would have been $600,000. It is reasonable to anticipate the cost would be similar next veay.

Neither keeping idence fees at their present level nor granting a three hundred dollar bursa
first year students will come close to paying a student’s expenses completely, while he is in university.
It is estimated that for a student to attend university the cost is $1,750 per annum, and it is also estimated
that the average student saves about $400 from his summer earnings. This means that even a first year
student must raise at least 1,000 dollars. In some cases he may be able to recieve assistance from I
parents, Otherwise, he will also require th e of a Canada Student Loan,

We would also, therefore, recommen: sary changes in the Canada Student Loan Plan,

We first of all suggest that the government should attempt to bring about a change in the means test
which Is a part of the loan, We recog thit at the present time the Means test is necessary, Yet many
parents refuse to sign the loan, or refuse to provide the financlal assistance which their incomes would
show that they are well able to afford. Students who are the children of such parents often have to interupt
their studies at a very crucial time simply because thev are ineligible for the loan which they very badly
need,

We specifically recommend that while students must be required to declare the amount of their parents?
assistance to them, this assistance, rather than their parents” income, should be a determining conside
tion in evaluating the candidates.

We also request that the department administering the loans be enlarged, as many students now re-
ceive their loans so late in'the year that they are caused considerable hardship,

It may be seen from our recommendations that while we are attempting not to drain the Nova Scotia
Treasury at a time socritical to the future of the province, our scheme will offer the very needy high school
graduate a six hundred dollar bursary. (the $300 Nova Scotia Bursary now accompanying the Nova Scotia
Loan, plus the $300 bursary which we have proposed,) This in {tself will help greatly to increase the prob-
ability that a student from a poorer Nova Scotia home will be able to benefit directly from the vast amounts
of public money which have recently been spent on the university.

The proposed scheme would also help to rectify, at least temporarily, the unfortunate fact that in this
province, where incomes are generally lower than in other parts of the country, the cost to an individual
for a university education is higher than in other parts of Canada, Earlier this year, your minister of
Education was provided with a table of tuition fees which indicated this very clearly.

The program of bursaries which we have asked vour government to adopt is only one of the ways in
which Nova Scotia Students are trying to encourage interested high school students to attend university,
We have been working for several years on a program of high school visitation which attempts to stress
the meaning of a university education, But when the costs of attending university are so prohibitively high,
the effect we can have in these other projects is severely limited,

Another factor which hinders the full educational development of the vouth of this province is Nova
SCOHBI‘S whole system of high school education, The salary rates of teachers in this province are desper-
ately low.

As long as many of our better teachers are attracted to other provinces by the wages offered them in
the rest of Canada, we cannot expect that Nova Scotia will ever be able to develop its citizens to their full
potential. This fact will be reflected in the social, cultural, and economic life of the province.

There is only one solution to this problem. Education must be given a higher priority in the provincial
budget,

Education is not a thing which Nova Scotia can afford to fall behind in, It is of extreme importance
that Nova Scotia develop Its educational system at least at the same rate as the rest of Canada; otherwise,
we can never hope to Improve our Province’s financial situation relative to the rest of this nation,

According to the Canadian Tax Foundation Report, “Provineial Finances - 1967”', the precentage
of provincial expenditure devoted to education is no higher than that of at least four other provinces, and
is less than the average expenditure for all provinces, As well, in térms of per capita expenditure for
education, according to the Canadian Tax Foundation Report ‘‘Provincial Finances-1967"" Nova Scotia has
declined from third highest per capita expenditure in education in 1957, to seventh highest in 1967,

In 1957 Nova Scotia was devoting a higher per capita rate of expenditure for education than the National
average, for Canada, In 1967, this per capita rate of expenditure is less than the national average. In the
10 year period, individual tuition fees at Dalhousie have risen, in some faculties, up to one hundred per
cent.

It is because of the great importance of Education to the future and present citizens of Nova Scotla
that we have chosen to present this letter in the company of a token number of marchers, representative
of our various universities, Even at a time when industrial development is so important to Nova Scotia, it
is necessary to remember that Soclety’s greatest raw material is developed through education. Not all
citizens have the same educational needs or abilities; but each individual must be free to develop himself
to the best of his ability and interest. This requires that all educational institutions be open to those who
are qualified to enter,

Universities are no exception. In a university, it should be intellectual ability, and not socio-economic
status, which determines whether or not one will be accepted, Our present university structure does not
allow for this,

Those of us who are now studying atuniversities are obviously not affected by financial barriers, They
are not our problem so mucn as they are the public’s problem. Yet as citizéns of Nova Scotia it is our re-
sponsibility to communicate our analysis of this situation both to our government and to the public. It is
through this letter, our march, and the public media, that we hope to do this,

. Sincerely yours,

Kim 8, Cameron,
President N.,S,U.S,
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Member Institutions:
Dalhousie University
St. Mary’s University,
St, Fpancis Xavier University,
Mt. St. Bernard College,
Mt, St. Vincent University,
University of King's College,
Nova Scotia Institute of Technology,
College 5t. Anne

Printed here is the first draft of
the brief to he presented tothe Nova
Scotia government, The only changes
will be grammatical; the briefis not
to be quoted by the news media until
it is officially released to them,




