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GENREC1DE HE WORLD IS A VERY UNFAIR
PLACEMICHAEL EDWARDS

I am always more than a little dis- geous tunes and, on top of all that, her 
turbed when a talented singer has voice. That's one of the most special
been around for a long time and no- things about her - a unique voice that is
one seems toge 
notice, and! 
that is morel 
than true of!
K i r s t yflj 
MacColl. After Jr 

fifteen years' 

and four al- 
bums, she has ffl 
just released!
Galore which! 
would be al 
greatest hits’ jfl 
compilation if^| 

there was any ■
justice in theg|___________

world. But, as we all know, the world 
is a very unfair place and so Galore is 
simply a collection of songs that eve­
ryone ignored when they first came 
out. Sigh. Yet 1 would bet that most 
people have heard her sing at one time 
or another - she has sung backing vo­
cals for the likes of the Smiths, Talk­
ing Heads, Tracey Ullman, David 
Byrne and Billy Bragg to name but a 
few. When she ducted with the Pogues 
on “Fairytale of New York", she made 
it into the spotlight for a few fleeting 
moments. But then it was back to rela­
tive obscurity again. Sigh.

Galore is the perfect way to make 
your apologies, and find out what a 
talented person Kirsty MacColl is. Her 
own songwriting abilities are demon­
strated by such gems as “They Don’t 
Know”, “Free World” and “There’s A 
Guy Works Down The Chip Shop 
Swears He’s Elvis" among others. She 
doesn’t limit herself to one style of 
song either; she moves easily from 
country to pop to dancey-stuff to even 
samba on “My Affair”. And it all hap­
pens so effortlessly - witty lyrics, got-

song, they never really stood a chance. 
Thankfully they have been rather per­
sistent about their mission, and The 
Sound of the Hit Parade is a wonderful 
collection of songs ; some are fast, some 
are slow, some even feature Cath 
Carroll, but all are the type of pop song 
that you thought nobody wrote any 
more. Listening to this album conjures 
up the spirit of innocence, of walking 
hand-in-hand along a beach while on 
holiday, of watching old black and white 
films ..sigh. Listen to this record and feel 
all warm and fuzzy inside.

way that My Bloody Valentine’s Love­
less is; a record which shows how these 
things should be done. An inspiration 
to us all.

So that brings 
us to New Clear 
Child which 
was sneaked 
out at the end 
of last year, and j| * 
once again it’s a-A«pjj 
little
A.R.Kane are|||gj§ij9 
now more in-H 
volved with! 
their dub side! 
than the walls^PHj 
of feedbackW^teg*

ticed. I probably don’t need to de­
scribe it but for the uninitiated, the 
video for “Buddy Holly” puts the band 

on the set of 
the sitcom 
“Happy 

| Days” playing
* at Arnold’s

with ‘appear­
ances’ by all 
the cast mem­
bers. Very en­
tertaining. 
And the song 
is rather 
good too - in- 
credibly 
catchy with 
some of 

those harmonies that I like so much, 
and some nice guitar work too. Maybe 
I am just being a bit on the cynical side, 
but I find it very hard to believe that 
they would have been noticed at all if 
it wasn’t for the video. Living a MTV 
culture, it would appear that the video 
is much more important than the song 
when trying to guarantee airplay. And 
that’s where the injustice lies. What 
about the rest of the album? Hmm - 
rather patchy to be honest. Apart from 
the two singles (the first one being the 
rather bizarre “Undone - The Sweater 
Song”), not much stands out at all - 
the more melodious ones are quite 
pleasant, but its all so forgettable. 1 
have this horrid feeling that Xtfeezer are 
going to be remembered as the 
“Happy Days” band and that’s about 
it. That’s the thing about living in such 
an unfair world - mediocrity can be 
rewarded with success in the right cir­
cumstances whereas talent seems to 
go unnoticed no matter what. We all 
suffer.

so difficult to 
categorize. The 
voice of an an­
gel? Very prob­
ably-the multi­
layered harmo­
nies that she

'uses so well 
É makef tfjf

every 
song her own,
even cover ver­
sions. Its al­
most like listen­
ing to the songs 
made familiar

_____________ by the Kinks,
Billy Bragg, the Smiths and Lou Reed 
for the first time again. If there is even 
the smallest amount of justice in the 
world, Kirsty MacColl will be a house­
hold name when (her fifth album turns 
up later on in the year. We’ll see.

If I mentioned the name A.R.Kane, I’d 
imagine that most people would look 
rather nonchalant. Eyelids would not be 
batted if 1 said that they had released 
their first album in five years. Again, 
there seems to be a bit of a problem 
with the amount of recognition that this 
band gets. After all, they were at the fore­
front of the feedback-tinged guitar scene 
that emerged from the UK in the mid 
80’s (I can’t bring myself to call it

; if-f»:

play with. This makes drt ampop even 
dreamier and swirlier and just plain 
blissful. Rudi’s voice is still way up high 
in the mix so that it tugs at your very 
soul, and those dreamy backing vocals 
too. Sigh. The music is sparser than 
before, making sure that every single 
I note counts; things are never dut- 
S tered. Acoustic guitars, strings, chil- 
I dren’s choirs - it remains to be 
I dreamy, and always on the good side 
I of pretentious. No, really. But I can 
I only use the word ‘dreamy’ so many 
I times before it becomes redundant. 
I They may not be the influential fig- 

I ures they once were, but they have 
I carved a niche for themselves which 
I no-one else will ever be able to en- 
I croach on.

they used to

And because I seem to be writing on 
the subject of injustice this week, I 
must also bring to your attention an­
other new release, The Sound of the 
Hit Parade. This is the Hit Parade’s 
third album (fourth if you include a 
special release in Japan where I am 
told they are very big...) and once 
more it is falling upon apathetic ears.
Sigh. But something tells me that 
Julian Henry, the genius behind the jfl 
band, must realise this - there is a JÉJÊ

!

warning on the sleeve that states “this 
long player contains thoughtful lyrics
and tuneful singing that may cause of- released in May 1994, nobody really
fence”. Apparently straight-forward, noticed. Then they supported Lush
honest-to-goodness pop music is ‘shoegazing’...) - the word ‘influential’ during their US tour and some people
frowned upon these days, as that is what jumps to mind. The band christened noticed, but fame was still a distant
the Hit Parade has been producing their music ‘dreampop’, and that seems gleam on the horizon. Then they re-
since 1984 armed with only talent, taste as good a term as any. Their first album, leased their second single, and made
and a love for the three minute pop 69, is a landmark recording in the

When Weezer’s debut album was

\l

a very clever video, and everyone no­same V
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