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Before starting in on what may hopefully be a regular
column, | would like t0 thank the Editor for permitting
me the opportunity t0 speak out. Naturally, everything |
say and all the views expressed should be considered to
be those of a fanatic radical and do in no way represerit
the views of the Student Union establishment.

After a month of martial law and years of oppression in
Poland, reaction has finally come on the campus. Arts stu-
dent Filip Vanicek has formed a UNB Solidarity commit-
tee which will attempt-to publicize and support the cause
of the Polish people. Solidarity buttons bearing the of-
ficial symbol of the Polish union are nOwW available on the
campus from any STUDENT PARTY member. All pro-
fits will be turned over 10 the Solidarity office in Toronto.
Look for people wearing SP buttons or Solidarity arm-
bands to buy your sign of support for the Solidarity

movement.

Now for the Discrientation Report....as far back as Oc-
tober, people were predicting a $5,000 deficit this year
as opposed to last. In fact | was almost impeached for
even suggesting it. Had we only known then what we
know now! The story of Orientation 81, and its chairman
Gerard Finnan deserves space in Ripley's Believe it or Not.
The report we were promised in October has not yet arriv-
ed. The assistant comptroller of the Student Union was
refused permission by the group to attend its financial
rmeetings. The new SRC executive was elected without
saying one word about the missing receipt book or hap-

report at all?

penings of the Orientation program. Finnan promised the
students he would present a full report before taking of-
fice...when the report came up this week it was our Presi-
dent Finnan who gave it...a list of seven numbers with no
record of earnings or spending whatsoever. Finally, the
minute the report began, Comptroller Young, who was to
answer all financial questions, got up and left the
meeting. Discouraging isn't it? Why bother with any
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Eor the last word on SRC have a look at Gerard's new
chairman, Dave Kay, you know...the one who let his
roomate, Thorbourne vote against his own impeachment
and who was recently massacred in the elections for the
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By Peter Sdracino
some people are doing it

people are doing it in the
privacy of their own homes.
The object of attention for
an ever growing number of
individuals is none other
than the Rubik's Cube.

The - ingenious toy and
mathematical model is the
invention of Erno Rubik, a
Hungarian design and ar-
chitecture teacher who
originally invented the
device as an insrument to get
his students thinking in three
dimensions.

The cube is found
everywhere. "It has been

in such a way as to become
part of pop culture’’, says
Elliot Avedon, curator of

professor in Recreation. "It

cheap.”

Rubik's cube also poses a

complex and formidable

math problem. According to

David Singmaster, the

author of the book on the

mathematics of the cube, a

mathematician named Paul

Taylor once found a cube in a

pub in London with a bottle

of scotch as the prize for
solving the cube. Taylor solv-
ed the cube, only to be
denied the bottle of scotch
and be accused of cheating
by the pub manager, believ-
ing that the cube was ‘im-
possible’ to solve.

Avedon believes that most
people do not understand
the mathematics of trying to
solve the cube. Hence one
company is now marketing a
Rubik's hammer to per-
manently find the solution.
Avedon states, | know nine
and ten year olds who can
solve it (the cube) and 30 year
olds who have bought the
hammer."”

Rubik's cube comes in @
variety of sizes, end is
available as a key chain, a
computer gome, and varia-
tions of it in various shapes
can be found.

The novelty of the cube
goes back into history about
100 years, as far as Avedon is
concerned, to a game called
‘Pigs In Clover', in which the
player has %o manoeuver
marbles on a board with rais-
ed, concentric circles. The
object of the game is 1o get
ali the marbles in the center
hole.

Mathemaoificians have
calculated that there are 43
quintillion positions that the
cube can assume. Mind bog-
gling one might say, but
Avedon says, "l you really
want to understand the cube

then you msut take it apart
(literally). There is a basic
mathematical
have to follow.”

David Singmaster, a Llec-
turer at Polytechnic of the
South Bank
England, and more or less

patiern you

"cubists” do it 3-D

because most ore exported
to the West.

Although now an interna-
tional celebrity, Dr. Rosza
describes Rubik as a simple
unpreteniious person.

Rubik originally created
the cube as an exercise in
spatial thinking for his

tondon,

regarded as the world’s
foremost authority on the
mathematics of the cube,
regards the introduction of
suitable notation as a major
step in solving the cube.
Singmaster’'s notation is
described in his book, Notes .
on Rubik's Magic Cube,
and in the March 1981 issue of sia.
Scientific American.

teacher of design and ar-
chitecture at the Academy of
marketed in North America Apglied Arts in Budapest,
Hurgary. Dr. P.
mo thematician and visiting
professor from Budapest,

UW'’s Games Museum, and a scys cubes are sc popular in
Hungary, that for more than

“is . freely available and f‘wo years, very few ‘have
been available for sale of the cube.

students, little realizing the
success it would achieve
commercially. In Hungary,
there now exists a club
known as the Cube Rotating
Club, with o large member-
ship drawn from various
branches of the intelligent-

Alas, while a source of joy
to all those who possess
Enro Rubik, now 36, is a one, most of the financial
benefits of the cube have not
fallen upon Mr. Rubik or the
original manufacturers. Not
anticipating its future suc-
cess, Rubik failed to take out
the international patent for
his invention, only to find
most of the sales go to inex-
pensive Taiwanese models

Rosza, a

Biology Sociéiy to

1

host Career Day

The UNB Biological Society will be hosting a Careers Day
Symposium in Loring Bailey Hall, Room 146 on Saturday, .

January 23.
The first talk will start at 9:30 a.m. followed by speakers

in various biological careers. This promises to be an ex-
citing and informative session with 10 different speakers
and plenty of time to ask questions on a formal and infor-
mal basis.

There will be no admission charge - coffee and donuts
will be available during the informai breaks. All interested

are welcome to attend.
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