
CANADIAN C OURIER

Dev-il's Drurn, tbe strongest ni iii the' Northiand.
counited hlmii a* fait antagonist iu the wrestle. Wlicn.
of evenling, thec vuung meii would race calmes along
flie lake, bie would take Lourdes and hring bier ln,
tinsbed anid laugbing. ahead of the others if theit
empty bircbbark sheils; and as ours is a conntrv
wiiere bodily vigour rnakes for more profit thani
mental parts, it wvonlt be no woîîder if hie had not
won on bier.

As a sndden influenîza laid nie hy the becel',
for a mionth, 1 was able to pass on his chances mv-
self; and wbevn, one day. 1 watcbed the Rlamle conie
and go ini Lourdes' face as, one after the other.
Gabriel forced every strong shouldet to the groundâ
iii a wvrestling bout before thestore, 1 saw that tbey
wvere good. Despite the nmad teasiîîg witli which
she mnet bis every attenîpt at actuai love, 1 believe
that summenr wonld bave secen then mnatried if the
governocr'hadi( not picked hlm ont for the factorsbip
of the new fort of Painted Post.

As the order fell in witb mv teeovety and cut
ways lay together, I was witiîess of
their paýrtinlg, for Lourdes rode ont
with lus a haîf day's journey; nor
could one imagine augbt so beantifuil
as she at tbe moment sbe drew np bier
pony to say good-by. Batbed iu sun-
shine, which crowned bier with a flani-
iug aureole, wraDped bier ripe youth
iii a golden miantie. she nmade a figure.
ricli, gracions, glorions as thongh
limined iu the soft stain of a window
1 did flot wvonder at the yearning of
G>abriel',; dark face, the note of strain
that changed his voice.

"Six motbs to build the fort, little
cnue: three to set ît in order, then 1
shail return to-"

"Fitd mie bard and fast married,"
she lauighlngly interrupted.

But the tenderness of ber smule bie-
lied the mîischief in ber eyes. Tt was
to tben lie miade his finish: "To end
this fooiing with our marriage. Till
then, à ie.

"A Dieut," she answered, s0 soberly
that I iooked back- and thus saw the
Iauighter die i bier eyes, leaving tbem
darkiy serions uinder the red fiame of
lier bair. If that hiad been the returnl

My usual routine would have car-
ried mie nior'west hy Manitoba Honse
to the Ellice Mfission-where Gabriel
leit inie-thence due nortb by Fort
feIly to Norway Bfouse, the La Passe
Mission, and so round tbe Arctic sta-
tions to celebrate mass in thie Barren
Lands that lie under the niidtiigbt suni,
ycturning at tbe end of a year froni
Fort mcCioud in the west by a soutb-
ern trail. But owing to a severer te-
currence of inflnenza. I turned back
gwo inonths later at fledford Honse in
Athabasca, arriving at the Portage on
my homieward way a sick man, y'et foso sfic but tbat 1I had eyes for tbe1l

aeodchapter of Loulrdes' romance.
Ttopn on the afternoon that,

maùing in to the Portage bya niew
tuail whieb promised a short cut

truh a bit of woodland, I almlost drove over
Lores aud Luike Stevenls, thle Enigiish clerk wvho

was receiitly eofile ot to serve ont is inidenitures
under Donald Blair. T'hey were retuiring home
froua a l)Vers' ramible-yes, in that short tinie:
iïadeed the speed of thle woui()ng 111a1 be 'gauged- f-ro
the fact that uipon this third day of flic fonrtb veek
of their acquaintaIce, bis atml clasped bier waist.
lfer bright hecad p)ressedt il, to hlis shldetl(r, tbey
were pacing it in love's slow tuiie, so) wrapped ini
cah other that they muissed myv whee:1 a so
ifforded timie for mie to tâke a lzood look at Lulke,

A tall lad-uat, rather, lie had turniedtwny
rix. and yet the word comies ont of that first imipre's-
jon-ue was very strongly built and carnied hlmii-
jel <itîh that certain distinction of maniner muitcb
ov, hy womenl. Afterward, 1 heard 'that bie came
)i n side of a noble faniily on the under s ide

)fteknot. For himself hie elaimed issue fromn
ha upoe iddle ciass whicb exiles its sons to the

.ooisthrough prejudice atgainst trade; whicb, if
rue wakaa for his credit in that bie lacked even a

fip ridictlouslv SUDerior airs oflith~'io

HeauIPre puit t'V feeling into xvords,
"A good lad, a finle lad,"' tle prlest said, as we

talkcd it ov er. lnadsays that hie neye-r broke
a lietter. But-hou soft for'Locurdes. Fo, luuk ve.
this nav lic beresv. but 1h is al!,( ces- spice of
the dcvii iii a liusband inav sonicimesi cauise a slip,
Vet in the long mun it nîakes for tlle goud of the
church by causing others tu, 'w arc bis womeil. Buit
w ol von bave tlîougbit shi bav'e takcen to him?"

Lt did seern strange tha:t tis g.-entlenianl sbould
prevail wvith thi', nadcap sav\age Ili xshoin Gahricl's
iron bad stirred onlv likinig, anid if there lie answxer
to the puzzle it must inhicre iii the fact thiat we'rc
it otherwise and like mdated onitv \\ ith likc, we shotîld
bc (luickly brcd irito oaks and sliî tlie-re could
be nu comnrgling of st rvingth %vitlî the graces.
D)ame N'atuire nîay bie ttusted wii lier own uine
But, curions or no, love lioni Lore(Ild. witb1 a
love thiat bordered on ferucityý and ud broo)k nu
laggard w îcliigý. 1 nmarried thenli \withîî a nîunth,
aftet a cour!slii'> fhort as it luad iwuin ideaL

he looked at hlm over the top of bier glas. : 'And oid loves.

Over al goi(lden landi( tha;t svwonued unde(r the
laIiîgnorls of In1dianl sunîmet1l, tbey biad ranîbled,
î>ausing' oftenl to observe, fruni grasykoîs h

bgesand( other prairie hblîdreni at tlieir loves
and( wa \liWen, of evclfinP',f, i badt( sttoled wit
the good priest flonitc qiet lake shore, weu had
oftenl caugblt tlie slow dhip of a paddle' fat ont on
the water; or, low, ticli b, bubblillg wvit bier joy of
life, L-ourdes' laulgb wonl1d thirob) tbronghi thc warii
duisk, followed( b>' silenceu so) soft alîd s etv
thiat evn-tl we dry old ebuircbmeni wuld exebanige

gacsof indligcint iiiniderstainglii
Andf thecir honcymilooni bad beenl equliy ieal
I aealwNays pitied thsewos uptials are cast

aid(It the toil 'and trffesîoke anid nioise of
cities;. tbe poor souisý wboii lee tile regard of frivinds
to exoethit niaturail sbyniess' to flie vulgar, lbraen
stare of a crowdcd caravansairy, Buit the dL'ep)
\wos rale thecirs, and did flie autumuii lealves
crinsiso over tlic tale the> wipee to the- grasses,
thiere wavzs inoie but a startled fawnl to spread tlie
tale thlroughl thec forest. For they wn%,lt off onl a
lonig hunlting wbhichi outlaisted myn sta>', and wen
returned the flongvear, the>' had settled donv
in tbe face of Fýatherc enÎr' croaking bn what
semied aninsul > happy li1feC.

"Wbicb mecrelv goes to shlow, lie then said.
airlendinig bis wisdloml to suit the necw case, "whalýt I
biave observed before-it is yc-ur mai.dcap girls wbio
mak-le flbc best of wvies."

('oncernillgý fia il? Were 1 a-ttgbit but a plain
chronicler of events, becre would be finle soil in
wliichi to SOW tbec seed of future occasion b>'
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telling of his vow to bc reveinged. A's a flatter
of fact lie took the newAs very quietly, l>eing helped,
perhials, bv the fact that it had hnd three months
to ripcu vvhile driftilig in to bis fat fort. In cither
case, hie plunged at bis work with ardor which
muust have won hirn both peace and reputation iii
thc ordinary course of events.

Wherewith 1 amn brouglit face to face witb
a fortuitous providence, fiud nîyself ini presence
of one of those mysteries over whicb priest ami
layrnan uiay puzzle thenîselves loto spiritual lln<-
ness without obtaiînig a &-inîpse of the solution
which is reserveil for the eve of faith. Ilere were
,two meni, ordxniarily good, whose lives would have
ruln iu usual channels but for the chance that miade
two widow',, while it drowned at once the factor
and clerk of the Park Lands Post iii the sanie rapid.
For with the or<ler that sent Luke nortb 'and
Gabriel east to fill the respective vacancies, things
vv ere set in train towa-rd the inevitale conclusion.
'llie' future, hnwever, cast no shadow ution tlîat

brîghit spring day when, very happy in
the promotîin, they rode oilti froi ltue
Portage with two Red River carts
creaking hehind tînder the weiglit of
their housekeeping.

ANI) now the tale cornes hy mlany
rnonths-througlî Father' John,

whonm I relieve<l for sickness the fol-
lowing winter, frorn trappers andl trad-
Crs passing between Ollssîin and fort,
its end by Gabriel hiîîîself: but liere
the rnosaic is fused in a wiole wlîch
begîis with the arrivai at tlîe Park
Lands Post.

To Lourdes, tlîe journecy had beeni
one long, joy- After the dead flats of
Sonthterti aioathe alternation of
rolling prairie. frequent rivets, wide
vallev, black spruce forest, whicli gave
the Park Lanîds their narne, nmust have
appeared to lier as fairyland; andl did
she tire of the prospect, there were
pleasant thoughts of the hospitable
folk at the p>ost where tbey liad stayed
the precedinig night, or she could nc-
cupy herseif witb curions speculations
upon tiiose she wvould oleet at the next.
Being a wonian, excessively pretty at
that, it goes without sayinrý that,
analysed, lier thonglit centred upon
the impression she had made on one,
was about to make on the other. Once
at La P>asse, witbin fifty miles of ber
future home, bier cnriosity naturally
concentrated tipon it, and she sinîply
bonîbarded Father John with questions
coîîeerninig the factor and folk of the
post. A.,. bowever, the priest hall not

Y ben thiere ,iice the coming of the nlew
nmen, hie eoiild tell her nothîig. Where-
fore, imiaginie bier suirprise wbezî Ga-
brci canie out to nieet themi as theit
carts creaked in tbronigh the gates two
days later.

Be sure that she bid àt better tlîan
hie, for jean le Gros, who saw, said

bit ~ afterward that jalbriel stood on galle
til, hiaving introduced biîmself, Luke

turned( to dIo tlic like for bis wife. Then he burst
out lughing. "Wb'y, we arc old friends !" lit cried,
anld while s;howving themi to their quarters, be asked
after lier p)arents. Fahe Baupre, myself, iii
frienldlY fa:in bore biiiself iii ail things like the
strong, sane nian h then was.

Bietter that hie hiad been harsher. Viowing bis
coiîîdnct unider thec stronig light that beats on tlîe
past, mie ihewbile admiiring binii for it, that
lie hadl drîveni thieni forthi wivth blows-for wbich
hie fol ot bave ickedl a precedent in tbe North-
landL Buit, as I say , lie flot only eave then honest
wecocmev, but eveni toiok to Luke like a brother. As
tbeyv were both new mni, wilth a record to makr
b)Ietee thenii, they binited together near and wide,
ulsing flic saine b)Ilnkets on long trails into the
beçart of the Barren Lanlds in searcb of furs: and
what of thecir long absences abroad. preoccupations,
Of business at home, Lourdes found herseif alinost
al widow that sumniller-thiat very înucb against her
wi.

For Mien did womiani overlook the cooling of
love? A belief in the fatal nature of the gentle
mnalady is ineradicably ilanted in the breast of the
"CIx wbicb nleyer forgives even a hint of con-
% alescence in lover, bulsband, or, as in Lourdes' case,
both. Hiad Lu1ke's passion remained at the fever
becat wvhich woienersist in regardnq- as normai,
shle miglit hiave passed Gabriei's defection. But
wbien both ol lover and niew husband neglected a
skin whiter thanii winter sniows, to lîang over evi-
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