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have arranged for a second at an hour
when he might reasonably expect it to
be unobserved. The fact that the body
found must have been fully clothed
i when the fire broke out rather lends
colour to this theory.”
| «How did you prove that he was fully
clothed 7 asked Dick abruptly.
“My dear sir, the position of the keys,
and the blade of the pocket-knife, dis-
. covered lying just under the deceased, e —m : =
shows clearly that they had been con- : : T\
tained in his pockets.” The detective
enjoyed for a moment in silence the
spectacle of the other’s evident surprise
and discomfiture, then continued: “You
will probably ask for what purpose
could Mr. Emberson have made such an
appointment? I reply frankly: I can-
not tell you—it is idle now to surmise;
erhaps to receive certain papers whiech
the others had not with them (they had
left a bag in the cloak-room), or pay
over a sum of money. The reason is
immaterial. The quarrel of the after-
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have changed from words to blows:
Supposing a fatal ome to have been
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__what would be the first idea of the
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Dick was upon the detective, had seized
him by the collar, and shaken him as

’ a terrier does @ rat; then flung him to

the ground, and stood over him with
clenched fists and gleaming eyes.
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The little man picked himself up ;
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his disordered collar and tie.
«I think I knew that before,” he an-

swered dryly; “but in our profession we
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most convineing, Mr. Emberson; and 1
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