of the women gathered in the big din-
ing-room of the Grange. The windows
were shut now, for the chill of the early
frost was on the prairie, and the great
lamps burned steddily above the long
tables. Cut glass, dainty china and
silver gleamed beneath them amidst the
ears of wheat that stood in clusters for
sole and appropriate ornamentation.
They merited the place of honour, for
wheat had brought prosperity to every
man @t Silverdale who had had the
faith to sow that year.

On either hand were rows of smiling
faces: the men’s burned and bronzed,
the women’s kissed into faintly warmer
colour by the sun, and white shoulders
shone amidst the sombrely covered omes,
while here and there a diamond gleamed
on a snowy neck. Barrington sat at the
head of the longest table, with his niece
and sister, Dane, and his oldest follow-
ers about him, and Witham at its foot,
dressed very simply after the usual fash-
lon of the prairie farmers. There were
few in the company who had not noticed
this, though they did not as yet under-
stand its purport.

Nothing happened during dinmer, but
Maud Barrington noticed that although
some of his younger neighbours rallied
him, Witham was grimly quiet. When it
Wwas over, Barrington rose, and the men
Wwho knew the care he had borne that
year never paid him more willing hom-
age than they did when he stood smiling
down on them. As usual, he was im-
maculate in dress, erect, and quie.tly
commanding; but, in spite of its smile,
his face seemed worn, and there were
thickening wrinkles, which told of anx-
lety, about his eyes.

“Another year has gone, and we have
met again to celebrate with gratefulness
the fulfilment of the promise made when
the world was young,” he said. “We do
well to be thankful, but I think humi-
lity becomes us, too. While we doubted,
the sun and the rain have been with us

| for a sign that, though men grow faint-
hearted and spare their toil, seed time
and harvest shall not fail.” ;

It was the first time Colonel Barring-
ton had spoken in quite that strain, and
.When he paused a moment there was a
curious stillness, for those who heard
him noticed an unusual tremor in his
voice. There was also a gravity that
was not far removed from sadness in his
face when he went on again, but the
intentness of his retainers would have

n greater had they known that two
Separate detachments of police troopers
Wwere then riding toward Silverdale.

“The year has brought its changes and
set its mark deeply on some of us,” he
said. “We cannot recall it, or retrieve
our blunders, but we can hope they will

forgiven us, and endeavour to aVO}d
them again. This is not the fashion in
Which T had meant to speak to you to-
night, but after the bounty showered
upon us I feel my responsibility. The
aW is unchangeable. ~The man Who
would have bread to eat or sell must

il for it, and I, in disregard of it,
bade you hold your hand. Well, we have

ad our lesson, and we will be wiser
another time; but I have felt that my
usefulness as your leader is slipping
away from me. This year has shown

<me that T am getting an old man.”

Dane kicked the foot of a lad beside
im, and glanced at the piano as he
stood up.

“Sir,” he said simply, “although we
hav? differed about trifles and may do
again, we don’t want a better one—
and if we did, we couldn’t find him.”

A chord from the piano rang through

€ approving murmurs, and the com-
Pany rose to their feet before the lad
had beaten out the first bar of the
Ingling rhythm. Then the voices took
1t up, andthe great hall shook to ths
rafters with the last “Nobody can deny.

rite as it was, Barrington saw the
darker flush in the bronzed faces, and
here was a shade of warmer colour in

18 own as he went on again.

. ‘The things one feels the most are
03¢ ome can least express, and I will
M0t try to tell you how I value your
confidence,” he said. “Still, the fact
remains that sooner or later I must let
© reins fall into younger hands, and
]' €re is a man here who will, I fancy,
€ad you farther than you would ever
80 with me. Times change, and he can
teach you how those who would do the
most for the Dominion need live to-day.
€ 18 also, and T am glad of it, ome
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and completeness of its equipment.

For economy of fuel, mechanical upkeep and
in efficiency of performance under all possible
conditions, the Russell-Knight “Six” is with-
out peer among cars built’ or imported into
Canada to-day. 3 X

The entire absence of vibration minimizes wear
and reduces the cost of mechanical upkeep
and of fuel consumption to a degree that
is unequalled in any other six-cylinder car.

ness.

RUSSELL MOTOR CAR
CO0., LIMITED
Head Office and Factory:
West Toronto

I

Russell-Knight “Six,” 7-Passenger Touring Model -
Russell-Knight “Six,” Roadster Model - - - - -
Russell-Knight “Six,” 5-Passenger Phaeton - - -

F. 0. B. WEST TORONTO.

A CAR OF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT—

EHE RUSSELL-KNIGHT

With the fullest confidence in its efficiency and appearance, we submit for your inspec-
tion and approval the six-cylinder Russell- Knight “42.”

It has been built for those who want the very best that an automobile affords. Compared
with all other “Sixes” you will find it superior 1n motor, in chassis and in body dimensions.

And it is without equal in the beauty and refinement of its appearance and in the quality

$5,000.
5,000.
5,000.

oot O S

It has speed and power beyond all possible
need, yet is quiet and silent in operation.

Every thought in luxury, comfort and refine-
ment. has been anticipated in its equipment.

The Russell Electric Self-Starting and Light-
ing System is the most complete, most effi-
cient and probably the costliest in any car
upon the market.

The Russell-Knight “Six” possesses that exquisite something called “style” which
commends itself to all lovers of a car possessed of an
To those interested, a handsome catalogue will be mailed upon request.

indefinable complete-

Branches at: Toronto,

Montreal, Hamilton, Winni-
peg, Calgary, Vancouver and
Melbourne, Aust.

LA-GRANDE
MARQUE

COGNAC

FRENCH BRANDY

Camus Freres

Proprietors

of exquisite bouquet
gratifying flavor, and R
absolute purity.

The product of
the world’s choicest

grapes.
R. H. HOWARD & CO.

AGENTS
Toronto

STAMMERING

tuttering may make life miserable for
;:usr chilrs,“or for one of your family or
friends. If it does, you owe it to the sufferer
te investigate the successful Arnott n_\elhpdl
of permanently curing these disturbing im-

iments. We will gladly give you full
pasticulars and references. Cured pupils

mywhelc.

OTT INSTITUT
ngorlin. Ont.,wCln- E Y

2 COGNAC

Farming.
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What You Ought o Know

We have located

Government Land ... ..
Government Prices &= &
You Can Subdivide This

This land is located in close proximity to the Pacific & H
Railway, in a beautiful valley, at an elevation of less than
semi-coast climate, needing no irrigation, with plenty of rain
maturing of crops, and an ideal spot for Dairying,

If you are looking for land in Large or Small lots, and
Price, THE GOVERNMENT PRICE, where
WAY, and that is UP, send for particulars to

APPLEFORD & CO.,

Suite 9-10 Impenal Block, 448 Seymour St.

Ranching, or Mixed

prices can go but ONE

VANCOUVER, B.c*

in 40-80-160
and 320-acre
farms and sell
for from $12
to $25 per
acre as others
are doing to-
day.

udson Bay

2)500 feet,
fall for the

want it at First

~IN-ANSWERING ADVERTISEMENTS PLEASE MENTION “THE CANADIAN COURIER.




