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At the Sign of the Maple

On Clothes—Why Should Paris
Design Them For Us?

FRIVOLOUS subject for war-time?

That depends upon whether you

bracket food and clothing or whether

you lie awake at night planning
costumes that will outclass those of your
neighbours. Even in war-time we want our food good
and well-cooked and temptingly served, and we have
the same standard for our clothes. But as in war-
time; we think it advisable to cut down expenses in
champagne and caviar, so we ought to economize in
imported luxuries in the line of dress.

HY should far-off Paris design lothes for us to
wear? Why should French model gowns be
eagerly sought after by Canadians? The fearful and
wonderful costumes that decorate the pages of our
newspapers and periodicals are not frequently seen
in Paris—were not even before the war except in the
niost fashionable hotels and restaurants. Their
wearers rode in closed limousines and lead a life of
luxurious' ease, but the costumes de-
signed for the idle rich of Paris are
bought by the busy well-to-do of Can-
ada, who wear them any time and any-
where. A French model gown! By all
means, let us show ourselves in it as
‘much as possible! This in the face
of the fact that ' Paris labels them
“fashions for neutrals,” and the former
wearers of these wonderful creations
have donned a costume quite different,
fhough they are still well-dressed, with
beautifully laundered linen caps and
aprons, and well-fitting shoes. A really
well-dressed woman is never anything
else.

N due time we shall probably adovt
a more nearly uniform way of dress-
ing, not necessarily aping the clothes
worn by men, but adopting styles that
are suited to our activities. Would a
hospital nurse look halfl so attractive
on duty if she wore a satin and velvet
creation of a French modisie, or a girl
on horseback appear to advantage in a
flower-trimmed hat? Yet I have seen
Canadian women driving motors in
large velvet hats trimmed with ostrich
feathers, playing golf in sheath skirte,
and toboganning in their best tailored
8!

RENCH women have not won the
reputation of being the Dbest-
dressed women in the world becausge of
the amount of money they spend on
their clothes, nor from their prompti-
tude in adopting the prevailing mode.
Far from it. The poorer class make no
pretence of keeping up with the style,
but their clothes are neat, their skirts
hang right, their blouses do not lack a
button, and there ig ncver a safety-pin
in evidence. The amount of pins and
brooches worn by an American girl is
a source of wonder and amusement to
the French, whose costumes are always
adequately supplied with fastenings,
and the wuncovered heads and well-
groomed hair of the poorer women ig
far more becoming to them than the
most fashionable millinery could possibly be.

ARIS is the home of the exquisite woman: Now
P York is the stronghold of the stylish woman.
The average New York girl thinks she might as wel’
be ocut of the world as out of the fashion, and no
matter how cheap and shoddy her clothes may be
they are always of the latest cut. She carefully re-
moves all individuality from her appearance and
tries to resemble a fashion plate as nearly as pos-
sible. I am sorry to say that this applies to many
young Canadians. There is something even worse
than the stylish woman and { at is the person whom
we describe as “Dressy.” When you meet a dressy
woman you notice her clothc first—and often ycu
don’t notice anything else—they flaunt themselves
in vour face with their elaborate trimmings and
£ ~unces #nd laces. But the woman who outclassey
2. sthers is she who has “a style of her own.”

s

~ .2 "HES ghould develop the individuality of the
» y---rer, rot conccal it. .. Why should Fashion
i .y decree that short fat women should wear
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Women have either tog much sense or too fitflé
monf-_\' to indulge in these eccentricities 61"
fashlon, When we are buying clothes that will last
for several seasons it is well to have the skirts of a
r(jn::onable length and to avoid awning stripes anxi
violent checks of which We soon tire, %
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crinoline and high hats, and Cynthia Br_(»)(;&:
appeared in handsome trailing gowns W8 &
suited her middle-aged figure. It “asmg
lesson in the gentle art of choosvilo
clothes for the style-worshippers ;
Witnessed the performance.

SUDDEN and radical changes of style have po}?e‘:
larized cheap and fiimsy materials, for Clo[me

of good material are never worn out, they b.ec:

helplessly out of style. How long are we g0ilS

. insly
remain the slaves of fashion, and unprOteSté?eeS
clothe ourselves in draperies according to deicien

made in foreign lands? Few of us have suff ¢ le
talent to plan clothing for ourselves, but why 10 ns?
Canadian experts design clothes for Canadlif n
Surely they know best the kind of clothes W€ “'z:/
for the kind of lives we need? We are doing : of
gradually. One of our largest stores has @ o :
women degigners and the profession Wwill .Soonsu
adopted by many. But to achlevegq‘..,_
cess two requirements are neces»;};b'
You must be first an artist, and, se§
a dressmaker. :

is
ISS GRACE HYMAN, of Lond°“’ald
an accomplished artist, Who 5
the benefit of continental trainin® %
was for some years a designer Wi
“Harper’s Bazar.” She has # an
great dexterity in making clothes’,s i
her friends say that whenever Sh(.e,l n
vited to a particularly nice party {ne
designs and makes a new goWh ol
night before; also, they say, ! - pub
locked her in a room with nolhm%
a stove and a rag carpet she
emerge in a Parisian costuieé.
the war she has combined hex:
ents, and is now designing 010“? .
other people. Simplicity is their nces
note, and it is combined with ele.gatidi-
for they are to be worn by th‘f msNe,v
ous patrons of Wannamakers 4 by
York, and her designs are execute =
expert French tailors and dressmak
i8
OT only in fashionable gﬂrmentsh s
Miss Hyman a success. e
also a taste for the bizarre, and B
signed many posters where eccen ey
ties of style are elaborated. -A ,ﬁ:, to
dress ball gives her an Opportunmcos}'
create wonderful effects, and tWO0 7
tumes worn at the recent Beau® T—li
Ball in New York, though S“"‘,w e
executed a few hours previous to al
ball itself, were amongst the most
mired costumes on the floor.
< onal
ONE of the most charming D?UZI:N,
costumes is the Japanese KI5
and it is very distressing to see t ted
many Japanese men have adopthis
Western clothes. One reason f0F “ o
they say is because they are vlessemg
pensive. Now a dress reform 18 Jake
discussed in Japan with a view 10 ™
ing the kimono more practical and n;.ed
economical. Prizes have been 07 5
for the best models of kimonos © cePi
sorts—for men, women and child
&nd we hope they will be able to achieve the g
sired results without sacrificing the graceful x
and artistic embroideries of their dress.
Woue we
War Work at
VIEWED from the standard of a pageant the grfon
Procession of women in Toronto on Don’";,
Was not everything to be desired, but there a0
A great spirit underlying the parade. It was n¢ or
much a glorification of what women have do_ne pat
the country in war time as a suggestion of "
they are able to accomplish. The sight of the Ma% i8
1ng‘ Wom=n who have given their sons and h“sbafs
to their country, the floats that epitomized the ¢€° .
lwt’ss'»labour of many lands for the comfort O ~ .,
Soldiers, the women volunteers who have LL:A}'
t

Day

thetr}selves for war work, and those who are “5+°
making

munitions, inspired many to consec™

‘Lhen'lselves to the service of the nation. !

as headed by a military band, a=C @ niir

_girl guides, while other kcads Wer®
{Concluded on page 13.)
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