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How English Workmen Accopt Marriage.
By UAN MACLARREN.

As it seemed my happy fortune to
be niuch engaged in marrying, es-
pecially at the hoiday season of the
working people, the registrar of the
district felt it was his duty to give me %

word in season. Recognizing me as
a general practitioner with an in-
creasing circle, he warned me of a
certain danger into which 1 might fali
together with my patients, and tht
conserqences of which were serions.
He informed me that among a certain
class of working people bigamy was
by no means uncommon, and that
sometimes both men and women, but
especially »ht-men, put a broad and
generous interpretation on tht mar-
niage contract, and he even hinted
that witbin a time littie exceeding a
year the same man would get mar-
ri-ed twice. It was suggested that a
minister had better keep a watchful
eye, and in the event of a bridegroomn
appearing twice before him within a
short period inquire into tht circum-
stances. And the registrar reinforrd
my conscience by reminding -e that
the penalty for a minister lending
himself to tht violation of law was
transportation or something equiva-
lent to that ancient ptushment.
Greatly quickened partly by my zeal
for morality, parüy by reasonable

&ýr of good humor, his genermi sug-
gsin of gay recklessness coi-rt-

.ponded with some photograph of the
past that 1 was carrying in my mem-
ory. Could at be that this was one of
those Don Juans ini humble life
against whom 1 had been warned?

"James Mý\cKittrick," 1 said slowly,
«do you know," and 1 leaned back

in my chair and looked steadily at
hilm, "that 1 iiave a notion that we
have met before? More than that,
McKittrick, unless 1 arn much mis-
taken, you were in this room not
more than a year ago-in this room,
and with a marriage party.»

"It's a fact," he blurted ont, and
then a roguish expression came over
bis face- His figure filled again. and

he thrust forward bis head, and was
himself once more- " In this room,
as ye said," repeating my worfds with
humorous intonation, " but as sure as
death, the last time 1 was here, just
eleven months ago, 1 ivas the best
man."

4.Quite so, McKittrick," and 1covered my retreat with what dignity
Icould. «'I was certain we had met

before. Yours 15 flot a face one can
forget.

ht was trident that the best thing
to do was to hurry *on with tht ser-

A field of wheat on C. S. Akey's farm, north-west of Lýacombe., Alta.

fear oif co'nsequences, 1 determinedi
to watch with the tyt oyf a detectivei
every couple that came into my room i
hent on marriage. and to deal firmlyi
\vth any miscreant 1 should discover.i
For some tie no suspicions char1
acter appeared, and tlien, carried
away by honest zeal, I narrowly es-
caped ont of tht most dangerous en-
couniters of my life.

They came into the room with
emphasis-four people, as usuai, ftic
two loyers and the two witnesses, amd
tht manner of the men and their
strength suggested workers in iron.
After a salutation, guarded on miv
part, for that regîstrar had saturated
my mmid with suspicion. and aggrt-s-
sive on their part, wvhich wvas a shield
w.herewîtli to protcct an unusual sît-
nation, they sat doxvn in a row near
the door, w-hile 1 sat loxvn at tht
table, Nvîth the lîght behiind ime and
fallng on their faces. 'Which is tht
lproper arrangemencxt in a study wlitert
you have to size people nip and corne
to coinclusions suddeiîly.

n iose are your papers ? Weill
le't me sec that tbcy arc ail riglit.

Yoiare James MýcKittrick?"
'flic bridcgruîoîn mîlîcatd tliat lie

-%vas, Xit h soi m spirit and ,viiiî tli
atýr of one \01o ',as cntcrîn u

t ly. XV1le li lruc1îdx it nppu:!rvl ',
lie was regarticti,: a fatcct«1in a-1
\vt Il n a (lternillC(l. pt rsoiiby il! e

',xît îýiu'u tiîî at 1 i ad t l'

:in 1uforo. Or h- cu wxx

V~~~~~ f viii'), 'i

1 . Il;, er\\ .r L

vice, and 1 directed tht four to stand
up and take their places, a mnovement
which Mr. -dcKittrick, who was now
in great spirit, did bis best to turu
into a comedy, desirin.g to stand with
tht bride on one hand and the bride-
rnaid on the other, and dedlaring his

wîllingness to mari-y them both,
which he said was tht habit of Mo-
hammedans. It was3 with great diffi-
culty that 1 could get tht company
reduced to a fit ting state of mind, and
even after they \vert in their places,
Mr. MIcKittrick vas offering genial
invitations to the bridesmaid to seize
thte opportunity, which caustd both
ladies much amusement.

When il: came to the vows, Mr. Mc-
KiUttrick, acqitted himself with dige
nity, affirming everything %vith a voice
that mighit have been heard in the
street, and adding the gratuitolis
proîise that lie ould keep bis bride
in ordýer. Thcn, liav'idothswf
duix, lie feit ini-cf at liberty to as-

si t Ime ini mine whien 1 put the ques-
tion 1 to Lpheia.

',O!c. Plienie, ye hear that.
11u1111(1 ye l'cep it. It's a wiselike
~rn-c'and lie demanded to know

%x tetiter it had heen used in tht gar-
din of 1-dein. and w.vthout waiting for
anan ývir, wlc he wvas not lkel.v

lu get. lice\olaiîîed to bis friend that
i0 iht, wo .rimhati minded that .vord

"O'ix'thu-wni rt have been in tht
Oi d.î nvet.

v -~x Itilat Mr-. McKittrick
1.~ ~ ~ ~ > h '\l<g fbs bible. and

V j'ettanof considerabit
- thz too much car-

t. oods.
ci tht paPe!'s

Ier1O£room wwïdered
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