
29
~

jaParliament, governed bygeneral principles,
aid dividing according to their political.opin'

os.and would have ben in great danger
of becoming a faetion, forgetful of ntional
obligations, iad'only actuateid by^a desire to
defendI theirin sectional intereste, tireir òwnm
laws, andi their own institutions. (Heatr,hear.)
The tird aid only -Means uf solution for our
dilficulitiewas the junetiQn of the proàincêni
either in à Federal or. a -Legislative, Union.
Noira:, regards the compargtive advantAges,
of n Legislative and a Federal Union, I havre
never he4imtated to 'sate ay own oôinirio . I
have again and agaii stated in the lou-se,
that, if practicibie, I thouighta legirslatîvb
Unio would .be -referable: (flear, hor.)
Ihave alwys~eontended c tlt ien ie coul

agree to have one government 'aud' Une :par-
lianon, legislatipmg ft$r the'whole' of'-these
peoples, it would be the best, the cheapeât,
the mOet vigorous, and -the smro ist systemr

ot governnàent we could adopt; (hlli-, hear..)
u, un uooking at the subject ia'thu. Con-

ference, and diiseussing the uatter'as -we didi,
most unreservedly, aùd with ad'nsirt to ar-t
rive at a s9tisfaùtory cunec'usip we ftou
that ,scih a systeu wasA nprati able. >tfua
the tirit place, it wòuld not 'iret' the asent
of lhe p« ple of Lumer Canadabecause they
f'elt that in heir pecumliar yrpoitionbe.ing

in a minority, .with a diffrnît lannage.
ationaiy and riligion fromt the unajdity,-

i t'e of a junction with the >ther pr-
vinces, their - matitutirons andti their lairs

- night.bie, assaiîled, anti their , mial aissu-
ciantons, on whieh they prided themrrlves,
attacked~ andt prejudiicd ; it ws -fon tt d
Amny propu-itmowhich 'In voived the sory
tion of' tie iadîvidualityo ;I.er Carada 2

tf it ma use the expression-mould t bej
receivc ir'tavr by heÎ peOple,» Wx-
tountd ruo gbat though thirir peuple .tlak,
the sare lañrage antd enjoy the saine sy

temn of lawr as thepeuple of Upper ('Canadr.
aUxyrtrn funded un tir co1mmo lri ol lng
tand, therr an a-grieat Ia disinotniatiànt on tire
art of. the varions Maritime l-'rorinrc to

ior anridna Wu o ervedt ins tir' crne of
hoer Catiada. herself. (Hear,;hear. Tre

fore, ie wers forced to th. ccrrolusion tht
We n must eithr abanduû die 'idea ut Union
altbgeohet; or devise a system, ot nion in

whih'tire separate provincial organisations
*uld be ine OaoUne degree preserved7, Se that

those hu mere, like naéelf, in 'tnyur of a
Legislat1ve Union, were oblige4 modify,

their vi'ews nt acept the projeet of> a
Fedral Union as the ònly seheme prae-
ticable,"even for the Maritime Provinces
Because, although the lawý of those Prov-
ines is :fo4nded on the cominon law of
England, yct every òne of'them has a large

aumoit of 1:4w of its own - :colonial taw
framned by itself, and affecting every relation
of lite, suèh as the iaws of propertyrmani.
eipaland nssèssanent laws ,laws relating to
the liberty :of the subject,and to ail the
great interests contemaplate I in legisiation ;
we f0ound, in short, that the stautory law
uf thé differant proinces1was so varied and
dîversified that 'it was, almosWt impossible to
weld thein into a Legislat.ive Union at once.

Wy sir, if you only consider the innnm r-
able subjects of legislation, pecutlia to new

. 'un'ries, tad that euiry one of thoào five
colonies had particùlar laws 'of its'oWn, to
which its people hav4 been accustmed aud
are att4ched,. you ,ill 'se the diffreulty ut
effecting à'd working aà Legisiative Union,
an-d briùging about an asimilation of the

loal:a- wl' as generil laws ot the whole of
'the 'provinces. (lear, hear.) We iu
Upper Canada underistari tfrum- the nature
and opèration of ur peculiar municipal
law; of whIch 'we kiow the valu theo dit-
culiy uof framing a geineral system of legili-
tion on-loe4 nmatters which would truleet the
wishes and fulfil the'requiroements (f, the sèv-
oral provinces. Even the Jwa considtre the
teast importank, respecting ,privaterighits in
tinrberrIadn, finuin, and iannunerable uther
nratters, smnallin themselves, but i the ag
gregate tf greatinteret to the agnutra
elas; wth>:,rn thregreat bod~y of dhe -people,
ar- regrdeu fs o great value by the portion'

ft the commnnity affected, by theM. ,\sd
*hen ,we consider that ,évery une of tie
corsâ,as a body uf lawf this kimid , and

tltat it will take yearo batur'those tawse-ean
bu amimnhited, it wa felt that'# alrît, at all

evenîts, any united legislation would bialmnost
iwpossibl,- I am happy to statê-aUrfindeed
I appearsu thie faire of the reolutios thrce-
helves ' tat rs regards rthe Lower I>ro-

~vincesa great lesire wasevirced for the final
afimmilniod of o -ar law.- One uof t)e re-

solutions puroides -that an attem:>t shahl
we, Inade t .assimilaté , the laws of thre

Mriime -Pirovinces ,and those of .Upper
Canaida, for thie purpose ofeventualIy e4iab.
lishing oneobdy of statutorylaw, .ourdld
on thet oòaUma law of £ngand, the paren t ô t'
thQ law of all tlh e provinees. One gredt it-


