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‘ inParli&nant, gogemq& by g;nelﬂ‘nl;i)r}inbiplep,

and dividing according to their political opin.

. .ions—and would have been in great danger
~ of becoming a faction, forgetful of* national
.. obligations, sud ouly actuated by a desire to

" defend their own sectional interests, their own.

laws, and their own institutions. (Hear,hear.)

"The third and’ ouly means of solution. for our

:difficulties was the junction of the provinees

either in a Federal or. a Legislative. Union.

+ Now,-as'regards the comparative advantages
" of a Legislative and a Federal Union, I have’

nover hesitated to'state my owa opinions: ' I

have again and aguin stated in the House,'

that, if “practicable, I thought 'a Legislative

“Uvion would be -preferable:  (Hear, hear.)
~T'have alwags~contended that™ it we could

' agree to have one governwent siid’ une ‘par:
. liament, legislating for the ‘whole' of. .these

" But, on looking at the subjest. i the: Con:

peoples, it would be the best; the cheapest,
the west vigorous, and the wrroiysst systein
of governwment we could adopt. - Héar, hear.)

fereace, and diseussing the watter as-we did,
most unreservedly, add with a desirg to ar-

rive at a satisfuctory conclusivi, we' found .

" that such asystem was: iwmpracticeble, . [u

" the first place; it would not mpet the assent’

of the pecple-of Lower Canada, becausv they.

" felt- that 1, ‘their, pecaliar - positivn—being

in & micokity, with.a differcat lanzuage,.

© ‘uationality and religive from the majofity,—

Cin cave of a jusetion with the other pro.

vivees, : their inatitutions and their laws

‘might be. assailed, and their nevsiral asso-

""" ciations, on which they prided themiolves,

" attacked and prejudiced it was found thats
. any’ prope-ition.which involved -the absorp

“if Ilmay use the expression—would o't be.
. redeiy
" found ‘tow, shat ‘though their, péople speak

tion of the ‘i\ndiv’iduality*of}_.lm#é; Canada—
with. fuvor by her. people.” Wo
the same language and evjoy the sami sys.

tem of law as the.peaple o Upper Cavada,
ay stem founded on the common liw of Loy

. land, there was as-great a disinelination o the,

art of . the varivus “Maritime Provinces to

“luse- their individuality, as scparate political
S organizatiogs, 13 We' '
. Lower Cavada herself. (Hear, hear) There.

~ fore, we wege foreed to the. covelusivn that
'we must vither abandui the: idea ot Union

srved in the éase of

.altoguther; or'devise a system. of uniou ip

+ . which’the separato provineial organizations

Would be in someé degroe presorved. So'that

“-those whe were, like myself, in tayur of s

Legilative  Union, were obliged 10 modify

i
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ticable, even for the Maritime Provinces.

of lite, such as'theiaws of property; muuni-

we found, in short, that- the statutory law

- weld them into.a Legislative® Union at once.

.Gountries, and that evéry oue of those five

which its people hav been accustomed and

thc ‘Pn)\'iilce‘s,\ . L:Hear’ 'bear:) \ :
Upper Canada - understand from- the nature

tivn ou'local matters which wounld. meet the

timber, ruads, feneing; and innumerablo other
matters, small jn themselves, but in’ the ag-

are regarded as of great value by the portion’

that.it will take years betore'those laws can
bo' assimilited, it was folt that at first, at ull

it appearson tha face of the resolutiony them-
“vinces, ' great desire was ‘evinced for the final

solutious provides -thst an  attemot shall

Canida, for the purp

ou the comimpn law of Eoglavd, the pareut of-

the laws of all thede provinces. One yreat obi-

¢ " v

“Why, sir, if jou oaly consider the ianumer. = .
able subjeets of legislation. peculiar to new .. -

colonies had particalar laws of its" own, to.

selves — that as regards’ the Lower Pro-

their views and acoept the \pr'éjéct' '}Sf,» .a,"’x
Federal. Union - as the only ‘scheme prac.

‘Because, althouglh the law of those prov-
"inees is foiinded - on thie -common law. of.
Englaod, yet every one of ‘them has a large -
amoumt of :law of its own —'colonial law .. .
framed by itself, and affecting every reldtion” . -

cipal and gsséssment laws'; laws relating'to "
the_liberty ‘of ‘the. subject, and to all the' =
great interests’ contemplate ! in legislation ; .

v

and  operation .of 'dur. peculiar. muuicipal.
law; of which We kniow the value, the "dith-
culty of framinga general system of legisla-

wishes and fulfil the requirements of the sev<
eral provinces: Bven the laws considared the'
least importany, repecting :private rights'in’ ..

gregate of great interest to the agricultaral - .
clads, whin fotm the grest body of the people, -+

ol the commaunity_ affected, by them.” And . -
when we consider that .évery vue uf the -
“eulonies. has a body of law of this kiid, and

" assiwilusion of vur laws.. Oune .of the ‘re-.

by made to assimilaté - the laws. of the
Maritime . Proviucés and those of Upper .
’ ~of eventually estab. - -
Aishing' oue body of statutory law, .founded . -

of. the differant provinoeswas so varied and * -
diversified that ‘it was ilmost. impossible to -

:are attached, you will ‘see the diffioulty of

.effecting ‘and . working a Legislative Ugion, ' °
"and bringiog about an_assimilation of the. -
“loealias well as general laws of: the whole of -
We iu- -

~eveuts, any.united legislation would bealmost -
impossible. [ am happy to state—and indsed



