
tlO]

code of col- Bridge should for one, year be an exception to that pro-
°t" Bd posed for the Bridges generally. From the peculiar

ma"ug tr naturà of the work, I conceive, it-will require for the
the yar. first year the cargful and daily attention of a skilful

mechanic, te ofiserve the effects of the climate on it,
and to regulate the tension of the main and -suspension

A imhae chains &c.,. accordingly. I propose- therefore, that a
te bc tho Col- trust-worthy person of that class, should be appointed

° iad.collector for the first year, after wihich the Tolls may be
tnq to tho put up te competition, as in the case of ail the other

Bzzdgo• Bridges. -

The suspension Bridge being the first-of its descrip-
tion undertaken in the Province, necessarily engaged
during the-past season a gpod deal of the attention of
this Department, especially of Mr. Keefer, the Engineer
to the Board, te whom the details of the work generally
were entrusted; -That they cold not have. been in
eafer bands, the judgmenti science and mechanical
skill, evinced in every part of the work fully prove;
and in justice to that. Gentlernan I cannot allow. this
opportunity to pass without thus publicly expressing
my acknowledgments of his valuable services and cor-
dial. co-peration, in this, as' well as in all the other
important works-q, which have been or are being carried
on under this Department: I entertain no doubt, but
that bis career will be alike credlitable te the Province
of which he is a nativerand to the Upper Canada Col-
lege; of which he was a distinguished pupil.

The works of the second class embraced within the
Tho clides appropriation for the Ottawa, namely, the slides, were,
ii7SWatablo prior to the'running of the timber last spriog, se near

cornpletion, as to be pprtially available te the trade,
ho'imp- although iperfect t tte time in many respects. The

fetthewatersheightof water in them was not properly regulated,.
hnvng and the floods bad risen before the aprons at the foot'

col - the slides could be constructed. Sote reefs of

eted. rock also in the beds of the rivers were n'ot removed,
owing te ail of which*much inconvenience was expe-
riegced in runnin& the cribs. I attach no blame,
however te Mr. .. agle, the Superintendent, who de-
serves, I conceive, on the contrâry, every credit for the
rapidity and the manner in which these very important'

, works were constructed under more than'ordinary difli-
culties. Whatever imperfections have been discovered
in the slides will be rectified, and the remnoval óf-tbe

*Will bo fpll several shoals, jutting rocks, &c., and other unfinished
Tcady for th i work will-be effected, se that the-full beneft of these
,raen, works may be had next spring.

Many circuistances tended te render their construc-
tion more expensive than was contemplated. The
difficulty of procuring a sufiiciency of labourers, owing
te the remoteness and isolated position of the 'works,
the expense of forwarding the supplies of provisions,
as well as of materials, tools, powder; &c. ; the extra-
ordimary bardness of the rock after getting down a lit-
tic into it, and the great number of reefs and detached
rocks, which, although not calcqlated for, upon the
waters being very lowit iwas necessary to remove.

The same. observations apply te the works on the
These worko Madawaska, but upon the wlole the strictest economy,
'WH, produco consistent with the substantial and permanent construc-
Venue. tion of the works, bas been observed, and a much
Antheir on- greater extent of, indispensable improvement in the
struction has channel nf the River in many parts effected than was
enco .ed provided for. Independent of the great faâilities-wbich
te>rize. • , will be afforded to the trade by these works, there is
; hly dei. no doubt whatever of the outlay being amply remune~
cne that th rative, and the construction of those on the Madawaaka
ot h as already encouraged Messrs. Egan, Gilmour, irnd

thron hout other spirited individuals, to undertake improvements tos n a considerable extent-on the upper parts of that River.
the Goer. I am still of opinion, as. stated in my former Report,
ment. that the entire contr.ol of the Ottawa should be in the

banda of Government. If it were thecase, I conceive The rates ana
additional facilities could be afforded te the trado, and Tola could bo-.

thcrel-Y appui-its interests advanced, at the same time that thé Rave- tionod, the
nue of the Province could be much increased therefrointLumber l.-
the purchasing of (and some amendment to) the Alide "ta *'au
at the Portage du Fort and of the residue of the term stides ai the
of the late G. Buchanan's slide at the Chats, and the Portage du -
construction of a good slide in the timber channel at Chas nd ho
Bytown, would effectually secure this great object. obtainca.

At present lumberers, in running their timber down,
must, in sorme cases, pass it through the public alides,
and in others, through the alides, the property of indi-
'viduáls; the Government therefore have not, the pòwer
of reducing, equalizing or proportioning the rates of
slidage, wbich could be done, did the opportunity exist
of running the.timber through by.means of 3lides under
their control ; and the expenditure on the public slides
materially tends te increase the Revenue from those
beloâging te individuals, whilst from the position of
the 'latter, no such advantage is reciprocated. For
proposed.rates of Touls on shdes, see Appendix (Let-
ter B.)

An excellent. portage road has been made at the Calumet Port-
Calumet Falls in copjunction with the slides there, and ag° Road ,
aise at the Deux-Joachiin ; an improvement of a simi..Dux Jadchim
lar nature between the Chaudière and the Chats Lake ,
is aise very much required, and would be easy of exe- ,"[°'"°t
cution. The portage, there, is at present very. in- etween thé-
convenient ; a dam should be thrown across one of thé Chaudièreandwhic woud reder. Chais Liksbranches of the Mississippi which would render. it , Lakes
navigable for a considerable distance down, and thus required
shorten the Portage rond to the Lake, near Fitzroy
Harbour, considerably. Were this ronad tiien made mo-
derately good, and a small wharf constructed at geh -
end, it would much' facilitate and of couise cheapen
the forwardingof the supplies. The same object The improve-
wo.uld still further be secured were the present very t»,o fro
bad Portage road friom the suspeêùioQ bridge to' the the Chat Lake
Lake at Aylmer aise improved. The tratic on thisnear hner
road~is very great, and a moderate loli on it would am- Bridge -vry
ply 'cover the cost of its improvement and maintenance muchrequircd,
and pay the interest on the outlay. and ifeffTcted

woMId areply
"t'y.

As imnediately connected with the subject of the
improvements of these Portage roads with the view te
cheapen the transport of the su.pplies required in the
lumber-trade, is that of opening a'new and direct coin-
muniction betwen Lake Ontario and the extensive
Timber Districts on the Madawaska, Pittowawa, &c.
respecting the utility and the proper Une for which se
much-difference of opinion exists. In addition te the
above-mentioned object, as I understand it, this com-
municatinn is proposed for the opening, and tending te
the settiement of large tracts of lands situated North
and North West of Kingston, between it and the Làke
des Allumettes:

The Country immediately in the rear of Kingston,
although broken and very much intersected by several
Lakes and barren ridges, is.reported te contain various
patches of gond land, and after some 30 or 35 miles, it
is-said to be well suited for .settlement, thence te the
Allumettes; I can only speak from my own know-,
ledge of the Northern section, a large portion of which
is fine hard-wood land.

-The ridge of unproductive Country back of Rings-
ton appears to me te divide (as -te supply) the whole
timber Country South of tbe Allurnèttes into two, but
net equal parts; the Eastern being much the greater,
and for which the Brockvillc and Prescott Country,
Perth, the Towns on the Rideau and Bytowi are, in.
My -opinion, the natùral depôts and sources of supply,
especially Bytown,'whiclh from its position and' water
communication must, ever be the principal channel,'


