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ROBBING THE CAMP THIEVES
A Case of Trail Law Getting In its Work With a Vengeance

SINCE meh began following and blazing trals
thene bas beon an unwrltten law that Lt la no
crime to hang or shoot the nobber that rifles
a cache or a camp. The tratîsman ln the

north bas no trading post near bis -camp. Ho must
4depend for bis dally 11f e on the food that ho bas
packed into the wildenss or that whioh ho brings
down witb hls rifle. Cache and camp thieves have
1beoný strung up wben the law o! the ]and made no
Interferonce. The 'law bas its limits. The nortb
.oountrypoliceman beaves It te the prospecter and
the trahîsmall to make and carry out bis ewn lava,
which are weil undonstood, lu the commonwealth and
are b«sed upon abseiute man4o-inan justice.

For two yoars, Tom Forest, Indian Charlo and
iyself bad boon prospectiflg for syndicates.

'They had the money; vo badl the exponi-
ence, w'hlch vo usod te got mlning areas
for the syndicate people wbe nover saw tbe
morth. and moen vbo vere nover s mucb
as bitten by black files.

This year vo decided to take up tbe wonk
en our ovu account, and -o had mapped
eut for ourselves a hîthierto.unexplored ares.
It lookod geod ta us, as nîl unknown and
-unexplored areas de. -Wltb three months'
sfupplies vo set out at the very oponîng of
:avigation. Many of the lakes. wore atill
'covered wltb ice and much snow lay .in
tho bush.

Tomn Fonest, my companlon, vas about
twenty-two years of ago, an expert with the
:paddle, a good packer, and wlth greet povens
ecf endurance. Charlie, the Indien, bail boen
,wltb. us two yoans. He knew the -contry ,p
-well and a botter guide or, more falthful
fnlend would ho impossIble to securo.

Atter a na.pld and arduous trip of about
ýseventy miles, vo arrlvod et a lake, whero
-we decided te esta'blish our camp. This '

'lake, !Vhleh vo named Trout Lake,. vasvery
-picturesque, being surrouuded iby hlgh,
-wooded bills, and dottedl wltb small, but,
,beautiful Islands. Lt ls needless to mako any
ýspeclsl description of the lakes ln this coun-
try. They are ail beautîful, aud rarely will
:you f nd one wbfeh does not show somo
,spocial point o! intorest.

Wo pltched our tent on a point wooded
-wlth jack-'plno. It vas ýseme twenty foot
above the lake, aud our white tout vas
-visible for a long distance. Havlug settlod
-dovn, as Lt voie, wo set about.our work in 1
.earnest. We vould ho the solo eons of .,

~any (proponty dlscoverod, as formerly we
'bold a sinall lnterest.

Day a fter day we made long excursions
.east or vost, nantit -or soutb. Occasionally
wo used the canoe, but more ofton vo did

One mornng, about six weeks, ator our
arrivaI, vo declded te make a long ' journey
-to saine bilis vblcb wote plaluly visible
ýabeut frve miles to the eastvard, and pack-
ing a generous lunch, vo set out. The couin-
try 'w'ble lay ýbetweeu preved to be more
difficuit than wo lied supposed, and Lt vas
about two o'clock wbeu vo reacbed a point
ýsuff iciontly elevated to show us the lake.
-Great vas our surprise ou iookln>g back to "The'
-ses eoluxnns o! suxoke rlsiiig frein our camp.
We 'booked at oaci other ln silence as vo
wvell knev wlit sueit a tragedy meant.

"Caugbt this tixue all rlght,' sa-id Tomu, turning te
'Chalie. "You couldu't have put the fire out wboa
we loft this moni~ng."

"Put Lt ont sure," vas t'he reply. "Didn't leave a

"Vý4Fbt's the chance o! savlng our cenoe?" I asked.
lt had been drawn up on the shore.

"Net niuch," sald Çbarfie, 'Iby the look o!1I tih.t fire
1 guess everytblng wiii bo gone by the tiýme vo gel;
ba*ik. The vlnd is blowing down the point, so net
mnuch chancee for the cenue."

W E nmade a quk trip l>ek to the ilice. The
whole point )ied been swept j» the fire. Where
our tent had stood there vas a srnouldering

teap. The ounoe was abseluteiy ruined. We soon
.extlnguished the fine, which vas not mailng- mueil
iprogress against tlhe wlnd. Wben tbis vas doue we
-tprned our attention te the romains o! eut supplies.
Trhere vas nothing left except a iml hea of
scerdied flour and a can ef sait

Charlie pokod around carefully and scraped away
:a11 the~ ashes.

"Very strenge fire, tis," ho said at last.
"How'P' 1 lncvxred.
"Well,» ho repied, IIone Ibottle fly-dope, glass al

-burued iup not bore et ail, eue cen eff ee, eau al
burned, two bpokies on eue pack ztrap bred mnust
1>. pretty hot flre."

Tom and!I lookod et eit ptber as the truth bgan
te davun upon us. Furter invosfg-atiox qihô'wed
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that Charlie was correct. Our camp had been robbed
and thon burned to bide evIdence -of the crime. We
could flot imagine who would do sucb a dastardly
trick.

"Indlans," said Tom.
*Don't think s," was Cbarliets reply. "Indians

would flot take fiy ehl or anything that would flot
iburn." He was on his way te the lake as he spoke
and we saw hlm carefully examine the shores

'Il guess we're up against it n-ow ail riglit," said
Tom. "No canoe, no tent, ne blankets, no provisions,
no fly-screen, and sevenxty miles from nowhere. We
whll have some pleasant trip eut of this-If we get

chance et ehl," said Tom, blttenly.
if it takes ail summer, sud I know
mn vocatch thexu, that la," ho addod,
ý, nope ln ibhelr otitfit,"
n," remarked Gitari'e, "we'll catch
Ibe a bard, bard trip,, little sleep sud

gml I i'oplid "sud you taie
on.,,

p île lit flour iu a handkercbief,
needles and asiles as lt vas, took

et ont for the lower end of the lako.
Sportage, but thore va-s ne sigu that
litwever by sirtlng along the shore

we found their iandlng. Lt was evident that1
were two mon in the party. They kad kept Pa
to the portage and landed In the river a shor
tance down.

"Got hlm. sure now," remarked Charlie, "
sixty miles down to Transcontinental Railway
only two or three portage routes leading off."

We hurried on down the river. The walklnig
net be muoh worse. Thick underbrush, f allen t
varied with heavy swamps or soft, wet muskeg
'without a word we plungod on, Çharlie in the
and in spite of our .best efforts we could o
up witD hlm. Darkness came on, but ho showe
signs of stoipping. The river widened outan
camne quite shýallow, so we, got ln and wadod.

water did not reach above our knees,
'~oc casionally a log would trip one of usi

wewould recover after a plunge.

'S EVERAL ours passed, and just as I
beginning to think that 1 had rea
the> limit of endurance, tho river'

rowed and w-as too deep for wading.
crawloed up on the bank more dead
alive. .Charlte lit a firo. wblcb lielpe
warm us and dry our clethes. Portune
we had a tea-paill, and a drink of o
gave us new life. Out of the kniap-
Charlie then drew a fiat stone, somne
rnches, in diameter, which, ho placed Ir
fine. Ho noxt spread eut the handker
containing the flour, -and wo spont
timo in picklng out the niost proi
cindors and piue needies. Thon a po
of the flour *was mixed w1tb water an,
on the stone facing tUhe fire, whero Lt
cooked . Lt was net particul1arly pelat
as tho flgavour from the burnt tent and
kets was rather too pronounced, but we
net in- a position to criticize. CharnUe
produced the *hind quarte"s of tbnee
frogs, whlcb hoý had captured eanller ii
evening. These, fried on the stone,
very doudcous, and Tom nemarked thî
more f rogs would escape next day, a
would sure fIll bis pockets wlVh them.

imosquitoes were very troublesome,an
close te the tre, could bo eBcape their 2
tion. Tired as we were, uieep was o~

Sthe question, although we occasionallb
into la dose and would faîl ovor to wal
with a sudden start. At the earliest
we were on eur way again. CharUie
cooked the rest of the fleur, but no b
fast was allowed, as ho remarked that
we would get saine more-frogs. Abo~ut
o'cloek: we came to a back-water, wher

à had no trouble lun securln-g a -dozen
croakens, whidh made us a good maeal.

'') The country was now nearly ail isN
and -fiooded for a considora-blo dîstan(

Seach. skie of the river. It was notýhinj
wade, wade, wade. We had passed
portage leading to the west, but ýCharliý
confident that t>hey had net taken this
Late ln the afternoon we saw a poplar
runnlng parallel to the river about a
mile te the east, and Charlie advlsed
follow it as far as possible and thon r

nt had to the river, We found the walking or
ridge to bbe good, althougli conside
obstructed by underbrush. Later ir

afternoon the rldge termlnated ln a bluff, on 1
grew a large poplar tree. At my suggestion,
el4inbed inte thls te spy out the country aboad
had no more than reached the topmost bra&
'when he called for me to corne up, as ho coul
a thin bazo in the distance vhlch looked very
like sqnoke. As we watchod It grow in voiurn
was penfectly cloar that thero was a fire besld
river about five miles further down, anid vo hi
deubt that the thievos had canlped there for the:

A FIJNGE eof poplar, shown by h ihe
made our way quickly to the river, Tom

a sharp oeil, whlob was quickly answered by CI
We told hlm what we had soon sud preceeded i
our plans while Chantie made the fire, fron -ç
however, there was no smoke, and cooked the
we had gathered. These wo ato wltb the last i
ýbread. Oharle suggested that vo pusb on as
possible w'hlle the day-light laeted and cate]

xrne ne returnea(Oomciu4-


