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Ward Representation miglit be that which hias already beein favourably

brought before the Cotneil by ex Alderman Pepler, one of the best mien

who bas ever given bis services to the city, anti whose special fltncss for

the Mayor's chair, vie venture to think, slîould not be overlooked at the

present nmoment. Mr. Pepler's sehemne, iii brief, made provision that each

ward should radiate as nearly as possible froi a common centre to the

outskirts of the city-a plan that, besides getting rid of the prescrnt

"pocket wardb," would secure in each ward a representation of aIl grades,

in position and influence, among the electorate. With an efficient Council,

a well organised and partly paid Exectitive, anI a stron'g andi incorruptible

Chief Magisitrate, also well paid. to watch over, direct the deliberations,

and sec to the proper carrying out of the decisions of the body, assisted, if

need be, by a VTice-Mayor or President of the Chamber, the public might

then feel assured that the city's affairs were in good and trustworthy hands,

and Chat, if an approach had not sensibly been made to a municipal mnil-

lennium, at least wve should no more hear of such disclosures of rottenness

as were revealed in the recent report of the Water Works Commission.

In the matter of the city assessinents, it is some gratification to be

able tô point to the good working already of the Local Improvements

Scheme, and to commend the equity which underlies the principle of the

frontage tax. This principle in fairness, we think, should be extendcd so

as to throw the whole city assessment on the ]and. Some more efficient

plan should also be wrought out by which personal property, however

inveRted, should pay its just and unevaded proportion of the city's burdens.

To this, we trust, our next city goverrument will give its attention,

as well as to the matter of laying out and maintaining the new city

drives and parks on some such plan as is now followed in carrying

on and levying the rates for local improvements. The new Corporation,

we trust, will also actively address itself to the consideration of

some wcll deviscd schenîe of sewerage and sanitary reforin, and to

providing the city with that imperious need-a good and abundant

supply of water. The care of the new representatives will also be needed,

and their public spirit called forth, in supervising the erection of the new

Court Ilouse and City Hall, and in guarding the large 'expenditures of

money already authorised by the city. The growing municipal indebted-

ness will morco ver soon be a inatter of public concern, and it is expedient that.

Borne plan sbould be originated for econormising the large annual outlay to

banks for intercst. Lt will also soon become nccessary, in the public interest,

to treat afresb with the Street Raîlway Company, or to acquire its rights;

and the sanie inay be said in the inatter of lighting, both for street and

bouse consumption, whiclî we are of opinion should be supplied, or at least

be controlled, by the înunicipality. [n evcry direction, and to the consîder-

ation of every subject, the new Council will require to call into expeise

thought, prudence, and economy, as well as efficiency, honesty, and vigilanceý.

If these lire secured, the present pubilic iinterest in the city's administration

will prove to be wiwe ; and ini it-i <ontinuied mnanife.4tation there will also

be wisdorn. 
G. M EiWRFi ADANM.

L)[SALLOWVAJ\r( AND) THE'~ PROVINCE OP' QUEBEC'.

Fou inany years the, advocates of whiat is called Provincial Autoitoiny

have raised a loud and bitter cry against the Federal power of Disallow-

ance. For many years the supposed obJectionable nature of that power,

an ts supposed tendency to interfere with provincial rights and privileges,

bave been favourite themnes with a certain class of political writcrs. For

years the alleged abuse of Disallowance by the Governinent in office bias

been one of the favourite topics of the opposition stunip speaker. Ln

nearly evcry eleetion, Federal or Provincial, 1)isallowance bias been made an

issue of more or Icas imnportance. At tues indeed, in certain of the pro.

vinces, the indignation aroused by the exercise of this power-either iii

particular cases, or in accordance witb a particular system-has been sc

great as alinost entirely to absorb the attention of the public, and for th(

time being to overshadow ail other political issues whatsoeveî'. Tlîe Dis

allowance of the IlStreams Bill " in Ontario, and of the railway charteri

in Manitoba, are cases in point.

This more or less general feeling of dissatisfaction soiiis to have fo'înc

its expression in the Provincial Conference lately held at Quebec. One ol

the avowed obj.ects of that Conference was to concert means to protect anc

secure the autonoiy of the provinces,an neepealytabiso

curtail the veto power now possessed by the Governinent of the Dominion

Whether any action will be taken as the resuit of this Conference remain:

to be seen. If Disallowance is to be put an end to, one of two thing

will have to be donc : Eîtber the Dominion Goverrument mnust be induce<

to, abandon the exorcise of the power in question, or that power must b,

taken away freiîn it. The former result ean be brought about only by th

return to Parlianient of a majority of members pledged to oppose Disallo-

ance under any and ail circumistances, and r3ady to impose their views

upon the Government of the day. To achieve the other resuit, an amend-

muent of the British North America Act would have to be secured f romi the

Impcriai Parliament. Whether either of these things will be brought

about for some tume to come is a littie douhtful ; but that an attelmpt will

be made to bring theni about seenis almiost certain, and therefore it is quite

proper to take into consideration both the possible success of the attempt,

and some of the probable consequences, should it chance to prove successf ul.

Should Disallowance cease to be exercised, sortie of the provinces at

any rate would be profoundly affected by the change. ln Manitoba, for

instance, if the Provincial Governîuent were to be relieved froin Federal

interference, and enabled to carry out their railway policy witllout let or

hindrance, the future of the province would no doubot be very greatly

changed. But of ail the provinces none would be more seriously affected

than the Province of Qnebec ; and the eflect which such a change would

have upon the political future of that province forms, 1 think, one of the

strongest arguments against its introduction.

To do away with Disallowance would bc to play the gaine of the French

in Quebec, and to strengthen the hands (now none too weak> of the Roulant

Catholic Church. It would be to render the position of the English inhabi-

tants of Lowcr Canada-already unpleasant enough-considerabIy worse.

Lt would be to still further endanger the riglits and privileges of this IEn"-

Iish minority, and to deprive then of such slight protection as they may

get fromn the existing order of things. In common justice to the minority

in Quebec, the right of Federal Disallowance should be retaincd as a part

of our political constitution, so long, at any rate, as our present systemn of

provinces continues to cxist. A very slight consideration will show this

to be the truth.

A littl,ý over twenty years ago the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec

forinied one province -the province of Canada. This province had but one

legisiature. The English formed a majority of the population of the pre-

vince, and a majority in the legislature. The English inhabitants of that

part of the province called Lower Canada were, it is truc, lessi in number

than the French inhabitants of the saine part of the province, but the

disproportion was far froni being so great as it is to-day ;and inasmuch

as there was but one legisiature for the province, the numerical inferiority

of the English in Lower Canada was a matter of comparatively slighit

importance. In short, before Confederation, the Englisb inhabitants of the

present Province of Q uebec wcre politically at no dîsadvantage compared

with the French in the saine province.

But Confederation greatly chianged aîll this. IJpper and Lowcr Canada

were separated and becunie. distinct provinces, ecd with a legi8iature of

it4 own. The English of Quebec, instead of havîng for their sole legisla-

tive body a parliament in which English inembers were i the majority,

had thenceforth to take nnily of their lam s froni a legisiature the majority

of whose niembers were French. This at once put thei at a disadvantae.

Their political power ai-d influence imîoediately sank. They were a minlo-

rity in the population, and a minority iii the Provincial Legisiature. H-ad

they lost rio ground since then, the change in their political situation would

have been disagrecable enough, but as a matter of fact they have lost a

great deal of ground. ibeir population bas been almost at a standstill,

while the Frencb population hias enormously increased. Their representa-

tien in Parliament, whether Dominion or Provincial, lias been less in each

Parliament than in the onc preceding. Twenty years ago they bad a f air

share in the public offices ; since then that share bas yearly licen growing

less and less. In every part of the province, numerically, politically,

indeed in almost every respect, thay have loat more ground than could be

recovered in double the time.

Lt is evident that with but ten or twelve representatives in a legislature

>which has a total of sixty-five inembers, the English in the Province of

Quebec are not in the most favourable situation foi, defending their inte-

rests whencver such interests cornte in coliîfict with those of the French

i najority. Lt is equally plain that even if thie majority sincerely wished

to treat the minority withi perfect fairne8s, they would lic almnost sure to

1occasionally abuse their power, and to do injustice, perhaps without mean-

ing it. And of course if sucb occasional abuses of power mnight under

1any circuinstances have been expected, notwithstanding the restraint

r imposed by the Federal veto, they might certainly be expected to increase

if the restraint referred to were to be withdrawn ; so that with every

disposition on ilie part of the French majority to be just and fair, mucli

s could be said against allowing this veto power to lie in any way weakenc<l.

iBut if the French înajority arc not <isposed to do justice, if they are

e prone to wilfully abuse their power, the neted for Disallowance becomes

e much nmore evident ; and it is but too plain that sucb is tbe, case. Therte


