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WEDNEBDAY...cccoatinenns, MAY 8, 1895

THIS WEEK'’S ISSUE.

It is only once in many years that a
paper changes aboile; the year 1883 hna
found THE TRUE WITNESS in the midst
of all the confrnsion and turmofl incident
ton general moving. Consequenily we
trnst that our readers will excuse both
the Inteness of this week’s issue and the
unsatisfactory shupe in which we are
obliged, by circumstances, to present our
paper. The chnos created by the taking
down and putting up of machinery and
presses, and all the other difficulties that
arc unpvolidable under the circunmsiances
must constitute otir exense, and as it will
be a long day before we move agnin,so
will it be o long time nuntil we shall have
to again crave the indulgence of our
friends for the delay and make-up of
TILE TRUE WITNESS.

e———
A PROPHET'S WORDS.

Addreesing O-sian, in his powerful
poem, “ The Celts,” M Gee thns sang :

* Ob, inspired glant | sball we e'er nehoid.
inour own time
Une fit to speak your apirit on the world,
Or Beize your rhyme ?

One pupl! of the past, a8 mighly soul'd
As inthe prims,

Were the fond, fair. and beautiful and bold-—
They, of your song sublime !**

Sulely if ever anotber *“inspired
giant” arcse, one able to breathe forth
his propbetic words in rhyme, or grand
poetic prose, ope seized with the spirit of
tbe past and almcst prescient of the
future, that being was surely Thomas
D'Arcy M. Gee. In mcmer.ts of postic
fexrvor be covld corjure up, nt will, the
past, and make it hive agaia oo bis glit-
tering page; in moments «f wonderful
meditation he could look down the
avenues «f the fuiure, and what was
totally hidden from the eyes of common
men, arose before his visiun in all the
details of reality. He foresaw the scenes
enacted upnn the stage of Irish politics
during the past fifteen years, and he
foretold them exactly as they have taken
place. He shaped his course, and wounld.
have fashioned that of bis race, to meet.
the comiog events. But unforturately
one propbet in & generstion is as mnch
88 can be expectcd, and men of less lofty
mould are prone to misunderstacd and
to ridicule the wisdom of & seer.,

But apart from M. Gee's exceptional
powers of penetration, when it concern-
ed the interests and future of bis native.
land, he has left ample proof that hin
keen conception of the coming changes
in the world was alive to the possibili-
ties, the probabilitiis—and to bim the
oertainties—of Canada’s' mutations. A
man, standing upon a bill top and, with
agood ficld-glaes, may see tha move-
m.nts, the aetions, and pcrhaps guess
the intentions, of pcxsons & mile or so
down the road, while the foot-traveller,
moving along the bighway towards them,
has no idea of their existence. It Would
seem that MoGee, standing upon

an intelleotnal eminence, at the
commercement of our Confederation,
and using tbe field-glase of hia natural
gitt, beheld, as exactly as if he were
translated body and soul to the yesr
1895, the events that are st prese:t tran-
spiring in Oanada. This is n» exsggers-
tion ; his own words prove the truth of
what we advance. ‘

In a recent issue the Gazetie quoted &
couple of passages from a lecturedeliver-
ed in 1866, in London, Oot., by Hon. Wm.
M.Gee : these quotations are from bis
add; ess on * The Fature of British Am-
erica.”” We could not convey in a better
manner the idea of the great acatesman’s
prophetio powers than by reproducing
those words conocerning the future of
our Canadian in Cunled( ration. McGes
was & firm believer in the Federal sys
tem, which owes no insignificant part of
its present perfection to his opinions
and suggestions, He was aware that, in
a land where so aany different elements
must naturally blerd, there wonld arise
questions of right, and of justice, regard-
ing the minorities. It was thus, in 1866,
almeat thirty years ago, that he cest
the horoecope of the future :

“When Upited British America will
start on ils race with 4,060 000 of & free
people, in religion they will be about
55 pér ccnt. Protestants to 45 per cent.
Catholica; in some locaities the relig-
jous minority may be small and may
apprebeund local oppressinns, but the two
great mseses will be too nesrly balanced
to saffer any oppression to be long in-
fited on tue co-religioniris of either.
Our pear (quality will be the best guar-
antea of onr mutual tolerance. With
one hulf the copstituent rower against
him, it is evident that no fanatic, no
bigot, no troubler of other men’s con-
sciences, no insnlter of other men’s
creeds, can ever rige to the cimensions
of a statesman in British America,”

Is it possible tha! McGee foresaw aunch
men a6 the leaders of that bitter crusade
now going on againat the Catbolic min-
ority in M1nitoba? Was he then aware
of the efforta that My, Dalton McCarthy
would make to destroy, in the name of
“Eqnal Rights,” that real “e¢qality
the best gnarahtees of our mutual
tolerance?® Couldit be thal he intended
to refer to this exact period, when he said
that no“bigot . . . . can ever rise
to the dimensions of a statesman in
bis British Amerioa ?” Isit possible that
vision was sufficiently keen to detect,
through the vista of vears, the events
that have taken place this spring in
Haldimand ? Were he alive at this hour;
were he in his seat on the floor of the
House of Commons ; were his voice to
still awaken the echoes of the Legisla-
tive halls with matchleas elcquence,
could he not repeat those words, spoken
thirty years ago, in proof of his correct-
ness of forecast ? Befors the American
copflict he predicted the end of the
struggle and its effects upon the Union.
When the war was over, he could point
to his prediction and to its striking
verification. Toe same mighi again be
repeated were he to the fore in this year
of conflicting intereats.

Read his concluding worde, spoken on
the same occasion, in 1866 ;

% The mincrities Enst and West have
really notbing to fear beyond what al-
ready existed—local irxitations produced
by ili d sposed individuals., The strong
arm and the loug axm of the confederate
power will be extended over them all,
and wos be to the wretch on whom that
srm sbali have to duscend in anger for
any violation of the federal compact 1”

It is the new Oassian—the “ inspired
giant” of the nineteenth century—that
speaks. Words from the dead pest that
oarry their mighty impoxt adown the
vestibule of the future. We would not
like to be “tihe wretch on whom that
arm shall-bave to descend in anger for

violation of the federal compact,” Juat

as certainly as that the prophetic words
of the departed have painted to exact-
ness the oircnmstances of to-day, 8o
surely will it fare ill with any man, or
any body of men, who may attempt to
unduly infringe upon the sacred rights
«f even the most insignificant minority.

Proud of our conslitution and feeling
an unbounded corfidence in its stability.
we csn look forward with calmness to
the ultimate results of the present dis-
tressing sgitation. Divested of all
mincr considerations, and freed from all
the side issues that are purposely raised
by politicians and special pleaders, the
jost claims of the Manitoba minority,
whioh by the accident of cironmstances
happens to be Catholic, will have to be
recognized by the lezislatora of the land.
It is not by fanatical appeals to long-
standing and deep-rooted prejudices, nor
by wild and illogical stump speeches
that any permsanent solution of the
queation can be reached. The men who
are most blinded by this dust of bigotry
will fall into their natural places, the
laws.of gravitation will oblige them to
coms down to their own levrl, while the
spirit of the constitu'i .n will control the
destinies of all, Dufly once wrote that
“oreat men are natnrally few, but zood
men and honeat men are to be found
in numbers m wing in the bosom of
society.” Pr phetic statesmen, like
McGee, 8re the exception; but
the world is ful' of sincere and hon-
orable men, whoee abilities sre comse-
crated to the good of the humsan race.
In Canada we have nur share of these
latter ; and aslong as the though'lees,
unre flecting, hot-hesded fanatica are so
conepicuovs, in contrast with the solid,
sincere and ever powerful men, there is
every reason to feel corfident that the
good, common asense of the practical le-
gislators will prevail and that the Fed-
eral power, which is the lawful guardian
of the wenker sections of the commu-
nity, will be faithful to its trust and ful-
fill the duties imposed upan it by the
constitution that gave it birth.

It is not, as far as we can see, a ques-
tion that belongs ta the political arens ;
nor do we understand how it can be con-
mdered, in the proper senss, R question
of religious or denominational interest.
What would bave been just, had the
minority been Protestant, must be cqn-
ally just when that minority is Catholic,
and would again be jnst, were tbe Catbho-
lics to become the m+j ity in the future.
It i a conatitutiona! question ; and let
the man who dares attempt to interfere
with the saored rights of minorities, re
flect upon the prophetic words of M Gee.

ARCHBISHOP IRELAND.

———

Certainly one of the most important
figures on this continent tp-day “is the
Right Reverend Jubn Ireland, Arch-
bishop of St. Paul, From Rome, the
centre of Christian unity, to the very
outside verge of Catholic civil zation,
particularly wheresoever the English
language is spoken, the name of Arch
bishop Ir:land is known and his strong
individuality is recognized. Perhaps, in
the length and bread.h of America, ths re
is no man whose time is g0 entirely oc-.
cupied and whose works are 8o varied and
far reaching. Certainly, after Cardinal
Gibbons, he is the most influential pre-
late the Church possesses in the United
States.

Last week His Grace of St.Paul paid &
very hurried visit Lo our city. He came
neitber on ecclesiastical, political, social,
or in any way public affairs; his presence
was of a strictly private nature, énd as a
conseguence the distingnished Church-
mgn, who under ather circumstances
would have liked to have seen our insti-

tutions and met the principal beople of

Montreal, deemed it neceasary to come
and to depart as quietly a8 possible. This
explains the fact that no interviews were
published and no sction taken by the
thousands, who would have been glad of
tae occasion todo him hcnor, in the
direction of & reception. Perhaps, how-
ever, at some date, in the not distant
future, the Archbishop of 8t. Paul may
find leisure to retura to Mintrea'; and

we oply hope that our citizens may hava
the pleasure and benefit of bearing him,

on some of those burning topica which

he go thoronghly misters and so ably

illaminates.

We do not think that we are guilty of
any breach of faith in stating the siniple

fact that we had the horor and privilege

of a friendly conversation with His

Grace, and while we coreider ourselves

not at liberty to make nse, for the public,

of what was spoken in the intimacy, not

ofan interview, but of a private chat,

still we feel entirely justified in giving

our readers & general idea ¢f the man

wheae words, actions and teachings have

such & great weight in matters ecclesigs-

ticrl, edncational and social in the world

of Catholic thought, and particularly in

the C.thclic, and even non-Catholic,

circles of America,

Slightly above the wmedium height,
strongly, but yet finely built, with &
large head over-mounting a pair of
evidently powerful shoulders; hair on
which the snows of many years have
fallen lightly, yet fallen to remain; a
broad and lofty forebhesd; firm-set lips
and chin, indicative of much strength
of character and d.termination ; ey:a
large, and yet duly proportionate to the
other featurss, quick and penetraling,
yet mild and exceedingly 8, mpathetic ;
clad in g civilian travelling suit, yet in
movement, appearance and general
manner unmistakably a man in & thcu-
sand, one born to govern, to command,
to lead; a voice soft and wonderfully
modulated, calculated to inspire either
awe or confidence, respect or love. Sucn
the exterior of Archbishop Ireland, as,
in rough lines, we attempt to draw the
impressi.ns tha' his magnetlic presence
left upon us. At firat sight we might
suppose the Archbishop's years to be
anything' from fifty five to sixty-tive;
but in conversation, when his features
light up with that glow peculiar to the
highly intellectual, when his eyes be-
come what we might well call the mir-
rors of the soul, and when it is evident
that his mind is calculating the valus of
each expression, which othelwise scems
to fow spontanecusly from his lips, he
appears younger by several years than
be reaily is. There is also about him a
someth ng that words eannot describe
exactly, but which makes one feel per
fectly at home and certainiy very happy
in his presence. We can well 1nagine
the effecta that such & man’s oratory
must produce upon an sudience, partl:
oularly when he is dealing with soma of
those grand subjects he loves so much
to treat.

There is anotner faculty that he pos-
seeses, and which becomes apparent even
under the -wmost ordinary circum-
stapces,—it is that of saying, in very
few words, what other men would require
a great many phrases to express. He
seems Lo nnticipate, as it were, the sub-
ject of conversation, to take in st &
glance all the details of the questions, o
analyze the matter with lightning rap-
idity, and then to convey in a short and
most striking manner, the very essence
of thearguments. Each phrase might
geem 88 a toxt whireon to base a whole
easny. It is this gift which we foundthe

most pronounced in the manner and
method of conveying his views upon
any subject of importance.

It would not_be exact were We

to leave



