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to spreaathe .conflagration; it was, n ecessary to strike down their
hands withsabres to oblige lhemto loose.theirhld. It was said
that these baindittiad .been releasedy frdmlprison by the Russian
generals for the purpose of burning Moscowand that-in fact,.so
grand, so'extreme a resolution. could have been adqpted only by pa-
triotism and executed onlyby guit.

.0rders were immediately issued ta shoot al the incenidiaries on the
spot. Thie army was on foot. L'he old guard, which exclusively
occupied one part of the;Kremlin, was underarms; the baggage and
the -horses .ready -loaded;filled the courts; ý we were strùck. dumb
with astonishnent, fatigue and disappointment,ori witnessing the
destruction of such excellent quarters. Though .masters:af Moscow
we were forced to go and bivouac ivithout provisions beyond its gatès.

I'. While our troops were.yet struggling with ;the conflagration and
the army disputing their prey with the flames, Napoleon, whose sleep
none had-dared to disturb during the night, wns awoke by the two-
fold light of day and of'the fire. IHis first feeling was that of irrita-
tion, and he;would. have commanded the devouring element,:but
soon paused and yielded ta impossibility. Surprised ;that iihen lie
halstruck at.the elirt of an Empire-he shoùld fnd there*any other
sentiment than subnission and ferror be felt himself vanquished and
surpassed indetermination.,,

This conquest, for iwhichhe had sacificed every thing. was like a
phantometvhich. ie had pursued, ahd vhich at thenionient vhen he
'imagined he lia'd grasped it, vanished in a mingled -mass of smoke
and flamne.

ve was then seized with extreme agitation he seemed to be con-
sumed by the fires which surounclcd hlim. He rose every moment,
paced two and firo, and again, sat.down- abruptly. He traversedi his
apartmentsvith quicksteps his sudden and vehement Sestures be-
trayed painful uneasiness: he quitèdresumed, and ý again quited.an
urgent occupation, ta hasten to:the windoirs and ivatch ýthe progress
of the conflagration. . Short'and incoherent ýexclamations burst fron
his. labouring ,bosom. " Wliat a tremendous. àpcctacle .- It is, their
own works.!-So many palaces.-What extraordinary resolution!-
Wlhat men !-m-Here are- Scythians indeed !" .

Between the fireaid- hiM ihero. ivas an extensive vacant space,
then the Moskwva and its tiwa qnys ;,and yctthe panes of the:vin-
dows against iviclic helIeaned were already-burning ta the touch, and
the constant exer.tions of sveepis, placed on the iron * roofs of hie

alac ere nó «sullicient tokep tbem clear of the nunierous :llakes
ýof ,flrewhichl alightedl upon them.

" At this nioment a rumour wass pread that theKrmlin was under-
mined; this was confirmed it was said by Russians and byivritten
docu'ments. Some of the attendants werebeside themselves with
fbar.; while th military awaited unmovedlîwhat-the orders of the Em-
peror and fate.shouldclecr.ee;. and t. othis alarm'the Emperor replied
only by a smie offincredulity. .

" Dut e st walked coniulsivly; ihe stoppe'lat every window, and,
beheld the terrible, the victorious elenent furiouly consuming bis
irillialt conquest; seizhg al the bridges, all the avenues ta lis
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