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Sabbath School Lessons,
May 4th, 1861.

THE MINISTRY OF JOHUN THE BAP-
T18T—Luke 3. 1, 21,

L. The time of his Ministry—TIt
begun in the 15th year of 1he reign of Mihe-
riag Ceasar, A.D. 26. At this time the Lord
Jesus who had not appeared unto Isrnel was
30 years of age. Luke 3, 22, John was six
months older than Jdesus. John was living
in the wilderness when the word of God came
to him, v. 2 God fitted Johu in the wjlder-
netness, and then when he was  prepared
enlled him. "Phis is often God's woy. He
fits (in the wilderness still), many youhg men
for places of usefulness in the church, and in
the world. The schoals and schoolmasters
ure various.  When they are fitted he enlls
them forth,

As soon as the word of God eame to Lim,

he obeyed. Mo lefy the country and travelled

into all the country round about Jordun

preaching.
2. The subjects of his preaching.—(a)—
giopuutmxce fur the remission of sig, v. 3.

in-pe_utmme is o change of mind which, when
Fenting, manifests iteelf by immedinte confrs-
aon of sin and heartily forsakime it. See the
Jdailor of Phillippi, Acts 16, 23, 30, 33, 34
Zaccheus, Luke 19, 8, Petor. Matt, 26,75,
Jobu exhorted them to leave off many great
transgressions. To bring down every lofty
thonght. To make struight every crooked
way. Luke 8,8, -

(5). The coming of Christ, v. 16, 17. 1e
proclaimed the greatuess of (hrist,  He pro-
claimed the power of Christ, v. 16, 17.

_{€). Good works as an evidence of reforma-
tion, v. 8.

{d). Many other things, v. 18,

3. The style of John's preacking—(a)—
Tt was bold. ™ Luke 3, 7. e was not afraid
10 speak to those who came to him, whether
rich or poor, diguitied or otherwise.  $fo was
one gf those who did not fear the fuace of man.
v. 19,

(b). Itwas attractive, Luke 3,7. Multi-
tudes came to hear him. e appears to have
roused the entire of the south of Palestine,
and people flockdd from all parts to the spot
where on the baoks*of the Jordun he buptized
thousands uuto repentance. Such was the
fame of his preaching that men mused in
their heart whether he were the Christ.

(¢). It was persopal. Luke 3, 8 & 19.
Te did not declaim in gemeralities. Where he
bad individual transgressors ; he faithfully
wsuked their sing, and pointed out their res-
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cotive duties. Instance the children lflfc ;
Eam, v. 8. the people v. 11, the 7 "y )
12. The soldiers, v. 14. The tet;i; 15 #
(d). It was prncﬁcfxl’, Tiuke 3.1 or' Jesvi“;

proclaimed the coming of the 1 o

‘ \
He said that the kingdom of heu; E“. ot
band. Therefore he pressed .01'111 duties
tion the performance of practici s
the forsaking of sins. Mulﬁt“f@
(e). It was effcetive, v. 7,12

. wery €
come to be baptized of him, "f\‘f‘s.{m M::
Pharisees, Luke 18, 9. é?‘mldm:“ :'\ o 8 Of&’
23, 8. Publicans and sinners t{‘"mm. pro 4
him. Ile was surprised at thﬁ‘]“ ¢ 1\‘1“’”“,),
sing repentance and being afraic U‘t s ~t}1fﬂce
in their confessions, he deals l}“}’; repent®™y
towards them, Ly telling themt hi,rofess;onfol,
must appear in suitable fruit. s unles o
but the biossom of u;.fl'.e" “'h"l'd in the 99'
lowed up by suitable fruit WO:}‘, o, V¢ 8'15
be eut down and cast into per ]’“,er, Vol
4, Jobn was faithful to hlsl‘];‘v‘k peet ‘l‘bv
Ile was very popular and hn‘l 1vct’i"cd. ?
posed to be false, might ‘lm\ef tﬂ'q e 0119
people by representing hm‘l#‘}p s;xid that
that was fo come”  He however or
was but the forerunner ot on¢ g”-‘;vu
and that his baptism was but & 518
ual truth. v. 16, 17,
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GOD'S COVENANT wiTH M
Gen. 9, 8, 17.
The term Covenont is.uscd"{l;h -
desiguate the Divine dealings Wit
with individuals of the race, or wutt
ses the pyoper idea of a 00\'9“'1‘1“‘(t)f ich ?
contract between pux‘fm&, entli s to
bouud to render certain bene =
is obviously excladed u!ul ()(lll o its
annlogical natnre sabstitutec -
Where God is vue of the pul‘twﬂyﬁtt : it
other, in a covenant all theﬂbenc ;ul( all 08
must be on the part of the u)rmm::0 of the I
obligations sustained on the ]‘)m i SC":K' 1
ter.  lence the cuvenuut of ‘Joel’ s <08
{ure sometimes, called his ‘cogmg 9. b
his promise. D’s. 83,34 105, 5 .
13, 20, &e. caby 8%
;l'he, divine covenants were mﬂtﬁei o)‘y‘. the l‘
crifice, the design of which wuﬁ]dﬂbe 00 €0
without an atonement there cou
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lication of blessing from God to m- ’ i
r‘l:g:rgmnt with Abmhgm, Gen. 15, is ! e
Levitical Covenant, Exod. 24('5 ned
Covenant with Christ, Heb. 9, 1 A ontio®’y
Of the various Divine Covenan fi o th
in Scripture, the first face is o, oA
which is called by Je ,ova.h hnas p g“o?
Covepant.! This is God’s gracio |




