
6 Tite Spirit of 2'heological Enquiiry.

iîîsiglit iîîto lier Iavs, there is required t'le reverent and humble spirit.
Baton tells us that, the only %Vay te, slnbdue nature is by subxwitting to
lier. We miust lear'n, as it were, aloîîg wvhat ivay the forces of nature are
mioving<,, and inust ourselves chloose tliat way and so fakec advanit-age, of
tiieln inust learn the laws of hieat., liit, electricity, and work not in
op~positioni but iii subînission to thein, and thus control these forces te Our
service. Ani the way to win the secrets of nature, to learia the truth
fromn lier, is to subînit to lier, to %v'ait on bier witli teacliable iearts. It
bas been wvell qaid that "lAil truthi iîs of the nature of a reveiatio'." WVe
cannot -,ick, thie iocks or force the secret.- of truth, even iii the inlaterial
world, by lucre strength of intellect or skilful use of faculties. Truthi
coines to us as a disclosure, a gift, and the spirit nhust be humble and
teachable iii order to receive it. We are, therefore, niot su,,prised to find
thiat Mie great mien of science have been mein of reverent and humible
spirit, Sncll moen as Keler aiid Newtoni, Humîboldt and Hersehlel, Fora-
day, Clerk Maxwell, and Lord Kelvin. To mien of that spirit the
niaterial world is like a sanctuary ; they recognize tliat every field of
trutli is Iioly ,round :for thein the greeni field or tree ie whiat Liddon
calis a Ilsacranieîit of nature," the outward and visible sigil of an iimward
and invisible power.

IEartli's craninied witli lieaveîi,
And every coîîîîon buish afire with God,
Bunt only lie wlîo sees takes off lus slioes."

Eut, if the rev-erent and humble spirit is required by the scek'er. after
truth in the niaterial wvorId, it is still more plaiiily requisite iii the field
of t1ieological enquiry. «Eve-ry. sphIere of learning aýnd of resear-cli, îîîdeed,
is tributary to thieolegy, 3'et tlîis bias in a special nanner to do %'ith the
cliaracter of God, and witli the revelation thiat Rie bas given of HiniseIf
throuuil the Seriptures and in the Person and w-ork of Chrmist. Here,
mie evidently tlîam elehe, is it truc that "Ili he ek will lic. guiae
in judgineîit, the ineek wviI1 He teacli I-lis way." We sec tlîis, for
instanlce, iii oui' studfy of tbe Seriptures. These are the great store biouse
of instruction for uis regardîng the nature and kiiigdonm of God, fée
although, of course, ou r tlieok.gy niust be Cliristocenti ie, simîce the revela-
tion cf the Fatiier is giveil in tlue So>, yet we cati lave no clear know-
Iedge cf Christ withîout the Scriptures. But la the study of the Serip-
turcs, it is miot enoughi thiot we coule to our task Nvith cicar intellect, wvith
wvide aud accurate kn-towledga cf Biblical languages and literature, net,
enoughil thiat -we be furîîislied with ail the alpnratus of moderm eriticisîni,
how'ever exellent and coumpflete it be. If the maeaniîîg cf oui' sacred
bocks is to be disclosed to us we mnust coîne ta thieni with revereut 'uid
teacliable lîearts. Thie grvat coîîflict about the Seriptures to-day is
reeai't'Iig the presence in tiieni cf a special Divine elenient, a super-
natura' revelation. Men niay coic te thieni with precone -vcd opinions
aîmd foi 3gone conclusions on mne side as well as oxi thie otlier ; tliey may
corne %v;tIî vain seif-coufidexice, assured that they understand ail mysteries
aud can explaiii býy thieir own forinulie ail tliat tliey fimîd thîcre. Tie
treasure is iii cartlien vesseis ; the Divine revelaticu is conveyed throughi
a huinan medium. Somne try to ignore the earthiiness cf tuie vesse], and


