
AUGUST is the quietcstI.of quiet seasions in
ILmusical circles ; and

the recent hot wvave
lias -2roved untusually subduing. To feel like
singing wvith the thiermionietet in the nineties,
oie should be more or less than human.

£..tigtist finds the tlieatres closed, dt;. concert
hialls sulent, the churcli clîoirs slimi and drag-
ging. Only the roof garden and the baud-
stand vocalist endures.

Toronto is especially blest in this respect;
iniasmucli as flot a few Aunerican vocalists find
aur pretty, city a cool retreat from their awn
great G othaîns, and thrciughiout the cool, inex-
pensive watering places of Ontario and Quebec
many a swveet-voiced singer enjoys bis or lier
vacation ; their whereabouts being onlly dis-
covcred percliance whien they good-naturedly
cositribute ta the pleasuire af camping party or
the al fresco concert af the stiumer resort.

Mr. H-arold Jarvis, af Detroit, lias a sumimer
bomne in South Parkdale ; and, in as far as
nunierous engagements wvill permit, takes
pleasure in Toronto Jake breezes. He and lis
farnily retturiî ta Detroit early ini September.

Planqtuette, the composer af tbat old-tinie
favourite, dear tai the bieart ol amateur coin-
parties, "lThe Chinies of Normnandy," is unider
engagemient ta wvrite a neil ballet for the
Alhiambra in London. H-e lias chosen as bis
subject the legend of Rip Van Winklle. The
ballet seems ta lie boamring itself in Londan
just rit présent. Tiiere is talk af Sir Arthur
Sullivan and a ho;st af the smaller musical
coulpasers turning thleir attention ta tbis pleas-
illg farni aof musical composition.

The pianiste lbad fiishIed dtîsting the piano
kevs with bis abundant liair, and bis fingers
liung witlî langtîid grace like branches that bar]l
flot yet recavcred frani the anislauglit ai a fierce
stormn. A throng prcssed arouind Iiim, and
tld hini the pleasauit ibings tlîat make lufe
woarth living. The relation fromi the country
wvas there.

«There's noa use in akn,"lie said, Il ye

donc fie."
"Thank yau."
Ant' 1 must sa>' thet thîe mîan thet nmade tie

pianny descrves praiuse, taa. Ye cotildn't pick
up an insternient anywhere 'tall tiiet 'î,d stand
the pace you put il tbrouglb."

CANADIAN HOME #JOURNALW "Perhiaps nat."
"l'Il neverifergit the

way ye gat yer fingers
ail twistcd up an' tien
tintangled zîgain. It's
a siglbt ter tell the
neiglibours about, that

( -l'ni glad you enjaycd it."
WTall,-~l admired it more'n I eiîg'yed il

There's jest one thing yer orter do."
VVbat's tbat ?"s

" er orter came sup ta Higgînsvitle sanie
time an' g-it Mirandy Siocuni ta te2.cli ye ' The
Mauîastery Bells' an' the * Fisher'-. Hornipipe.'
They take practice, but you could git 'emi purty
scion, an' tlien ye'd biave a couple o' pieces iliet
wvas worth iayin' yerself out on."

1 «l've lieard of nerve,"i said a piano dealer,
"but the wvorst case 1 ever had in my business

wvas that of a man wvbo bougbit a piano on
instalments, and thougli he bias neyer paid a
dollar, tbreatens ta sue me because 1 refuse ta
send a tuner for the fourth time witbin a year."

"Obh, tlîat's notbing," said anotlier dealer.
4gI have a man oui aur bcoks wvbo has biad a
piano two years, and lhas renewved every note
in payment, and wvbo called this marnisîg ta
knoiv how mucli wve'd allow lîim for bis old
piano on a newv anc ta Lie paid for ar, the saine
tcrms as before."

Patti is said ta chioose hier servants for
Craig-y-nos witbi an eye ta ibeir vocal powvers
rather tlîan their domcstic attainnients. The
castle is alwvays full af comipany, aund as aperatic
performances in the îlîeatre ai thîe castle are ai
constant occurrence, Aime. Patti must recruit
lier traops from the servants' hall. Patti is
reported ta be such an admirable manager that
the double avocations ai lier servants neyer
clash. Sue pays theni very large wages.

Her little opera house casts lier about $ýÇo,ao
a year.

Cîerk--M'ýme. Belleanto wishes ta, endorse
aur pianos.

Piano mati-But she lias endorsed them, and
she bas endorsed ail thîe leading pianos.

Clerk-But she is wvilling ta state tlîat ours
is the best piano she lias ever endorsed.

A curiaus story is related in a recent number
ai thîe Mfusical Times concerning a Christian
Scientist, a locomotive engineer ai Kalamnazoo,
MNich., wvho asserts that lie lias learnied by
Divine communication the secret of making a
Stradivarius violin.

lie relates tliat for maîîy years lie was a greai ad-
mirer of violini music, and thait lie liad nîany tintes wvislied
fliat lie could hie a violin-maker and lie able ho niake a
violin like the old Italian masters wverc able (o tio. And
lie made one, lie says, and tlic story aof liow lie did if
lias been securcd from i ts own lips. While wvhat lie
says seemns almost incredible ho sion-believers in bis
doctrine, lus truthfulness lias sîcvcr beeni doubtcd in
anytliing.

l elieving tinit 1 miglît acconiplisli hitis result," said
Mr. Potier, I put suyscif into comîmunication %vith the
Doisy ini thc almnost Vain hope finat I miglît gain tige
secret of flie greai miasters, for I believed it conld bc
accomplislied. After rcp)eaicd efforts, whlicli wcre
fruitlesn, one day, whlile carnestly praying iliat 1 miglît
gain saine knowledgc, it was !suddenly conînîiunicatedi
te nie wliîle sitiing on tlie floor. 1 ai once got saine
pasteboard -sud sticars tid riglit tiiere, dlrccted I)v tlie
uinivcrsail mmnd, 1 cut out thue patterni for flic voi,
lianding flic correspondent a beautifully flnislacd instru-
meunt.

" No," said lie, in a rcply ho a question, «1I neyer
made a violin before, nor did 1 ever sec ant instrument
madie by any of flic old masters.

IlSoosi afîcr inaking it 1 sliowed it to sanie frieîîds,
and I wvas ai once questioncd as to îvhcre I got tlie
instrument, sud, rcplying tlîat I made it, they wantcd
ho knaw tlîc source of thec patternî. I icplied flint its
origiti wvas in tunîaiversal nîind, and iald tlien hile
inîcident. I liad aloi until tliis tine discovered the tact
flint iny desire liad becti gratiicd and ffiai 1 lîad tursicd
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ont ani exact niodel, in its niost minute details, of flic
nstruments mie by tlint faisions Italian maintes,

Stradivarius. Bunt Inter 1 was privileged ta sec a
production of this famous master, and, ispon conipari'g
usine 'vith it, rouind the twvo tri bc identical ini evcry
detail.

'l eiîîg strengtlîened by tlîk victory ovcr self, 1 ilien
longed to bc able ta ,îîaster tlic secret of nîaking flic
var:îish which was used uipon these olci instruments,
and which gaève tlîen tinit tone and finisit wlîich -%vas
almost untknowvn ta to-day. lis this, too, 1 believe that
1 have succceded."'

At îlîjs Nir. Potter called attention Io flic finish on tlie
violisi, which wvas certainly beautifil. Ile exlîibitt-d
two bottles wvhiclî containced a quantity of the varnish,
or' which flic mettîod of niaking, lie claini, lis a secret
%with hini. He showed a piece of whait lie said was piste
aniber, ' hich lie clainmed wvas flic base of tlic va-rtni,
but tlic innthod of Ilcutting" flic amber lie rvftnsed it
divulze.

'« My instruments have been tested by competent
nînsiiciains," lie said, -"and are pronouniced lequal ta
tliose of Siradivai aus. That aise 1 here, » point ing (0 ani
instrumuent hanging on tige waII. '' is weII worth So."

Anoîher feature noticeable wvas that by rubbing thie
varnishi used on fige violin electricity Nvas gcnerated
and sparks easily produced. a feature wvhicli Mr. Potier
claims is niot to bc fotind in the inisil or any instrument
except those of tlie oid mnasters. This, lie says, is
anotiier evidence flint lie lias discovered tlie finish useI
hy tiieni.


