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Rt for this, the evil might have been averted, or at Jeast mitiga-
H.  The rich man had spared his own abounding flocks and
%ds, and had scized his neighbor’s solitary ewe-lamb. The
‘&g, who ought to have been * just, ruling in the fear of God,”
i regarded neither the self-sacrificing patriotism of the one
ity, nor the yet unstained beavty of innocence in the other.—
i had even ¢ despised ” the Lord, —had insulted His purity, His
Bseeing justice, and His power. Ie fell, not alone. That sin
s heightened in a thousand ways; and Absalom’s career tells of
¥ Nemesis that prevails in more than fable. David repented,
Beed, and found grace: but often do the bitter temporal results
§transgression survive its pardon. Lt the “fools” who “make
bock at siu™ trace the terrible Dlustration amid the blond-shed
David’s family, down to Zedekiah, and the proscription by the
mans of all who were ascertained or suspected to be of that
Ee-honored lineage.
Mlet every yomh who reads this little essay learn gratitude for
¥ humbler lot, which excludes the particular temptations that
grcame Absalom. But let each mark the begginnings of evil;
ecially of revenge, pride, and unfilial conduct.  « The eye that
®:keth at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens
Bike valley shall pick 't out, and the young eagles shall eat it.”
or. xxx. 17.) Never forget the responsibilities that attend a
Brious training. If you perish, the heaviest chains, the deepest
% the « many stripes,”” the memory of countless mercies, facilities,
lufladvantages, will multiply the terrors of your unblest eternity.
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gthe name of James Axley was rendered familiar to us by being
Bied by himself, during the sitting of the Counference of 1807,
#ihe back of the seat m front of the one in which we usually
@ in the little old brick chapel.*  Onr recollection of his person
Bitler indistinet ; but we think he was tall and raw-boned, and
Tgitle awkward in Lis manners and movements. In the matter

¢l of humor, and even drollery, which, while it interested and
Buently amused his hearers, often gave severe point and direct-
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