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SAME OLD EXCUSES.

^MODERNS FIND MUCH THE SAME 
.REASONS AS THE ANCIENTS.

E01 NOT ACCEPTING CHRIST.

preservers this man had been below। 
decks rifling the miners' trunks. Un­
der his garments, strapped around 
his waist, were found bags of gold. ; 
It was his desire for wealth that de­
stroyed him. So we find that there 
are thousands upon thousands of 
men and women who refuse to 
come to the Lord's banquet be­
cause, like the drowning passenger of 
the Mississippi river, or like the own­
er of live yoke of oxen, they would 
prefer to stay away to make money. 
Such men feel that they would be 
willing for a time even to barter 
away their chance of heaven if they 
could only sell Christ, as did Judas, 
for thirty pieces of silver. O my 
friends, I beg and plead with you 
not to sell your divine birthright for 
a mere mess of pottage! Stop! in 
God's name! Stop before it is too 
late.

But, hark!. Another knock is heard 
at the door of the good man's house. 
"Aha," you say, "think of the fool­
ish excuse this third expected guest 
has sent! He says that he is a 
bridegroom and therefore cannot 
come Why did he not do as Mr. 
Moody said he ought to have done—1 
go to the banquet hall and take his 
wife along?" But, my friend, this 
excuse of the bridegroom ought not à 
to be to you an object of derision. 
Of all the excuses which Christ stat-' 
ed in the parable I think this one 
was the most plausible and the most 
rational. The bridegroom in the 
cast, by the custom of that time, 
might be looked upon leniently for, 

answering as he did. The Hebrews b 
considered marriage one of the most 
sacred and important events of a. 
human being’s life. Every young 
girl spent her time chiefly in prepar­
ing for her nuptial day. She was 
always spinning linen and making 
garments for the wedding trousseau. 
Every young man was taught that 
his duty to the world and to God 
was to marry. He did not enter 
into this marriage relationship in a 
haphazard way, as do many of the 
young people of the present time. 
He did not marry upon a momentary 
impulse. But the young people were 
often affianced for years before the 
wedding day. Then, by the old 
Hebrew as well as by the Roman 
law, a bridegroom was absolutely 
independent of all military and, to 
a great extent, of civil obligations 
for a whole year. After the wed­
ding night for twelve long months 
he was allowed to stay at home un­
der his own roof. So when the 
bridegroom of the east sent a refus­
al to come to the banquet he prac­
tically said, as hundreds and thou­
sands of wives and mothers are now 
saying: "I cannot afford to come 
to Christ's banquet at the present 
time. I have my home duties to at­
tend to I have domestic obliga­
tions. I pray thee to have me ex­
cused."

But, my dear friends, can the hus­
band and the wife truly attend to 
and fulfill their domestic relations 
unless they first have been to the 
marriage banquet of the Lamb? No, 
no. You know that no husband and 
father is t uly a well equipped par­
ent unless he is a Christian man; 
you know that no wife is truly an 
independent woman unless she is a 
Christian woman. No wife and mo­
ther is able to bravely confront the 

sorrows of the home unless she is a 
Christian woman. Sooner or later 
troubles and awful troubles will 
knock at every bedroom door, and, 
man and woman, you cannot afford 
to say, like the bridegroom of old, 
that you cannot come to Christ on 
account of your domestic obliga-
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Chicago, Match 1.—In this sermon 
the preacher gives striking modern 
.application to the parable of the 

wedding feast and the varied excuses 
sent by those who absented them- 
selves, but who desired to conceal the 
real reason. The text is Luke x'lv, 
18, "And they all with one consent 
began to make excuse."

It is comparatively seldom that 
men are convinced by argument. In 
every period the great discoverer or 
philosopher, however irrefutable his 
arguments, has been treated with in- 

-credulity and sometimes with ridi­
cule. The little children used to 
point their fingers to their foreheads 
when the Genoa sea captain passed 
by, and all Europe called Columbus 
crazy because he believed in circum- 
navigation.

But though argument and fact are 
often futile there are two wiz- 

ards who can always charm-he who 
can tell a story and he who can 
paint a picture. With one flash the 
ar ist of the brush or pen can carry 
the truth home. The public speak­
er who wields the greatest, influence 
to-day is not the scientist or the 
logician, but the orator who can tell 
the common people what a thing is 
like. Christ nearly always spoke in 
parables. His analogies were the 
wheat and the tares and the must­
ard seed and the birds of the air and 
the lilies of the valley. Everybody 
can understand a -similitude.

One of these matchless similitudes 
is the scene of the text. The king­

dom of heaven is compared to a 
-feast to which many guests have 
been invited. Manners and customs 
change, but in all periods and in all 
lands the idea of a feast has been 
familiar. They have been celebrated 
from time immemorial. Laban made 

-a great feast when he gave his 
daughter Leah in marriage to 
Jacob. Archelaus made a great 

feast for those who carne to his fa- 
thor's funeral. Kenilworth castle 
blazed and the cannons boomed dur­
ing the days of Elizabeth, and cour- 
tiers drank to the health of the 

equeen.
Let us examine the excuses by 

-which the men of Old evaded this 
feast and -see how closely they re- 
semble the excuses by which men of 
the present day try to justify them- 
• solves in their refusal to sit down
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how and cringe before us, but the 
songstress of love is not a hireling 
who sings her seraphic strains to 
the jingling accompaniment of gold­
en coins. True love is won by the 
heart, not by the hurse. True love 
is found smiling as winsomely in a 
cottage as in a palace. Neither, O 
rich man, can you with money buy 
your way into heaven. If you have 
no time to seek God in his house on 
earth, you will not be able to find 
Christ in mansions in the skies. If 
you do not honor your Saviour be­
fore mon, neither will Christ honor 
you before the angels, who are now 
assembled about the great white
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"Howthrone of the celestial city.
much did he leave?" asked a gentle­
man in reference to a certain deceas­
ed rich man. "He left everything," 
was the answer. "His shroud had 
no pocket, so far as I could see."

Whom in modern life does this stock, 
owner represent? He symbolizes the 
practicing doctor or lawyer or small 
merchant or manufacturer or me­
chanic or salaried employe engaged 
in a daily struggle for a livelihood. 
He represents, as Matthew Henry 
well wrote, the man with "the inor­
dinate care and concern about this 
world which keeps him from Christ

A Food, not a FadPan-Dried. 221

He represents the at or next month to the gospel1 
banquet? "No," you answer; "I dare 1 
not postpone this gospel invitation | 
for a year or even for a month.1 
know that the gospel invitation wi' 
not press itself upon me in a ment 
with the same power as it is no. 
doing. Each day I postpone t) 
matter it is harder for, me to come. 
Then, my brother and sister, w 
you accept this gospel invitati 
now?

The ancients had a beautiful cus 
tom at every feast. When the guest 
would ask of the host a gift, he fel 
compelled to grant his request. If i 
guest would ask for the silver chal 
ice at his plate, he could have it. 
or if he might ask for one of the 
richly embroidered robes—which were 
always provided for the marriage 
banquets and were called the wedding 
garments—he would have that also. 
My sinful brother, at the wedding 
banquet of the Lamb, will you not 
make a request of your Heavenly 
Father, as yen bare a right te do? 
Will you not ask for a full pardon of 
your sins? Will you not ask for a 
robe of righteousness which has been 
crimsoned from the blood of the Cal­
vary cross?___________

A Frenchman claims to have dis­
covered a process for the reduction 
of wood to a molten condition.

—Fortify the system against dis­
ease by purifying and enriching the 
blood—in other words, take Hood’s 
Sarsaparilla.

A woman always insists that her 
version of a story is correct.

and bls grace," T:and 4.invited guests never expected to ac­
cept an invitation to the good 
man's house, they would have said 
to themselves: "What is the good of 
my sitting down every little while 
and writing to that good man that 
I cannot accept his invitations? Ile 
is becoming nothing but a perfect 
bore. What I will do hereafter is just 
to throw his invitations into the 
waste-basket. Then, after awhile, he

on Satur-father and husband who
OSTERMOOR 
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day night says: "Well, I have 
worked hard all the week. I am too 
tired to go to church to-morrow 
and do God’s work. It is all well 
enough to think about religion, but 
the simple fact is, in this strenuous 
earthly life I must look after my 
business and keep looking after it 
all the time." He represents the 
business man who at first does not 
intend to do wrong, but, little by 
little, he allows his business to 
crowd out bis duties to Christ. 
First, he gives up prayer meeting on 
account of business; then his daily 
reading of the Bible; then his Sun­
day services. Little by little he al­
lows himself to drift away from 
God until at last the invitation to 
the gospel banquet falls upon un- 
heeding ears.

The inordinate desire for accumu­
lating wealth has destroyed many 
and many an immortal soul. A few 
score years age a steamer crowded 
with passengers was pushing its way 
over the waters of the Mississippi 
river. Upon the deck were a great 
number of California miners return­
ing from the goldfields of the west. 
Suddenly that steamer struck a

FROM MOON RISE 
TO SUN RISE

1337.at the marriage banquet of the 
ex-First, the capitalist'sLamb, 

cuse. Hardly had the ancient ban- *'
quet table been prepared when we 
can see a courtier's horse dash up to 
the would be host's house. The mes- 
songer is dressed in the liveried cos- 
tune of one of the rich men of the 

east. He dismounts and knocks at 
the front door. When the servant 
opens that door, the messenger 
hands in a scented missive which 
reads something like this: "My dear 
friend, much to my regret, I find 
it impossible to be with you to- 
night. I know you expected me, but 
1 have just closed a big deal. I have 
become the owner of a large tract of 
land, and I must go out and see it.

I pray thee have me excused. Though 
I ana compelled to be absent in 
body, yet I shall be with you to- 

. night; in spirit. Adieu, my dear sir, 
until we meet at our own table.” 
When the good man of the house re- 

ceives this letter, his eye flashes. The 
Bible distinctly declares in reference 
to this episode: "Then the master of, 
the house being angry’’—He read be- 
tween the lines of that refusal. He 
knew that this capitalist was mak- 
ing a poor excuse; he knew that the 
capitalist as an intelligent investor 
would never have bought that land 
-unless he had first seen it, examined 
it and ascertained that its title 
deeds were all right. The good man 
may have had his suspicion that the 
capitalist of the east, now that he 
was a great landowner, felt a little 
above his old associates and there­
fore may have thought, it was not 
dignified for him to mingle with or- 
dicary guests at a common banquet, 
and thus he stayed away. So we 
find that the hardest men and wo- 
men to reach in a gospel sense are 
the rich people. They do not al- 
-ways think it respectable to asso- 
ciste with representatives of the 
ma-ses in a church pew. They would 
he willing to go to heaven if they 
could only go in a gilded chariot, as 
aing might go to Westminster Ab-
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will stopwill cease to write and
his importunities." 
is not the course

But, no. That 
these invited The OSTERMOORguests took. They practically said 

to themselves, “1 will keep on send- 
• ing my declination, year in and year 
out, and then some day, when 1 am 
old and sick and helpless and about 
to die, I will just be carried down on 
my sickbed and that good man will 
take care of me and forgive all the 
indifference and sin of my : past 
life." You expect to some day come 
to Christ, but you keep saying to 
the gospel messenger: "Not now. Not 
now. Not now."

My brother and sister invited te 
Jesus Christ, 1 am not going to 
force you to any decision. 1 am 
going to leave the whole matter with 
yourself. Instead of asking you to 
come to the gospel banquet now 1 
am going to ask you when you will 
come. Mill you come to Christ ten 
years from to-day? "Oh, no, vou 
answer; "‘I would not like to port 
pone the gospel invitation as long as 
that. I may never live ten years. 
Ten years is a very long time. As 1 
look back over my past life I can see 
how many unexpected things have 
happened during ten years. Many of 
my best and dearest friends have 
died during those ten years. They 
were just as young and strong as 1

Patent Elastic Felttions. The simple fact is your 
home duties and sorrows ought to 
be mighty inspirations to send you 
to the feet of Christ.

Besides, parents, how can you have 
the right influence over your child­
ren unless you are consecrated Chris­
tian men and women? How can a 
father and mother tell their children 
how to love the Lord Jesus unless 
they themselves have accepted the 
invitation to the gospel banquet? 
Can the blind lead the blind? Can 
something come from nothing? If 
you, O parents, desire your child- 
dren’s lives to be redolent with the 
perfume of righteousness and their 
hearts and lips to be musical with 
the songs of heaven, you must take 
care that they are surrounded with 
heavenly influences while they are 
young. If you want them to be at 
the gospel banquet, you must lead 
the way and not yourselves answer 
the invitation with a frivolous ex­
cuse.

Let us try to generalize the ex­
cuses of the hundreds of other 
guests under Two simple headings. 
First, I believe that "they all with 
one consent began to make excuse" 
because they were unwilling at that 
time to give up their sins. To hear 
some people talk, one would suppose 
that the greatest enemy of the 
Christian church to-day is infidel 
thought. I do not believe it. I be­
lieve that the reason you and I do 
not come to Christ, if we are not
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H. McDonald & Co. rMJKSsunken wreck and began to sink. 
The women and the children were 
taken off in lifeboats. The men were 
compelled to leap into the water and 
cling to the floating spars until they 
could be rescued. Just before the 
steamer foundered a man rushed up 
to the deck and leaped Into the wat­
er and clung to the floating 
spar. But instead of floating like the 
rest of the men he sank like a lump 
of lead. Afterward his body was re­
covered, and the reason of the sink­
ing was explained. While the other 
passengers of the sinking vessel were 
preparing rafts and putting on life

THE
Coughs, coïas, noarseness, and other throe 

ailments are quickly relieved by Cresolene 
tablets, ten cent per boz. Al druggists.

The true worth of a man is to be 
measured by the objects he pursues.

I cannot afford to waitam now.
ten years.’ CreamThen will you come in 

"No; I will not delay it 
That is also too long. I 
certain warnings that I

five years? 
five years, 
have had X

Separator..may not live five years. There was 
a strange pain in my heart: there 
was that dizzy sensation in my 
head." Then will you come next
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To The Strange Tale of Mrs. James 
Bradley—What Dodd’s Dyspepsia 
Tablets Did For Her.

Clara—He gave me an army and 
navy kiss. । .‘! -■

Maude—What kind is that ?
Clara—Oh, rapid fire! Sixty a 

minute!

already Christians, is because we are 
not ready to give up our pet sins. 
We do not stand before God in an 
attitude of a doubter. We stand in 
the attitude of defiance. We stand 
wrapped around by the polluted 
garment of sin. "And deliberate sin, 
what is it?" once cried out Joseph 
Parker. "It is a shut hand, a élinch- 
ed fist, an upraised arm, the muscles 
to the full tension, and the object 
God Almighty’s face." Sin is the 
cause of ninety-nine in every hundred 
refusals to come to Christ; not skep­
ticism, not infidelity, not agnostic­
ism, not doubt. If I as a messenger 
of God come to you with the gospel 
invitation and you refuse to come, 
I know that in all probability, deep 
down in your heart, you are con-

A great success and pro­
fitable investment. Hours of 
tedic us oil is with its use per­
formed very quickly and sat­
isfactorily. No farmer with 
mere than four cows can afford 
to te without a

A Buaranteed Cureboy and be crowned. They would 
gla’ly go if they could only bribe 
their way there with a million dol- 
lar check. But they are not willing 
to be Suppliants after the Bread of 
Life when their own granaries are 
lull of winter supplies and their 
thrashing floors crowded with the 
the. shers beating and bruising the 

grain.
Lich man, I would like to speak a 

few plain, blunt words to you. There 
1 are certain blessings that money can- 
1 guet buy. First, it cannot buy health.

Money may enable the consumptive 
mie: live among the flowers, and it 
.may prolong an invalid’s earthly 

life, but, in the broad sense, money 
cannot buy health. If money could 
buy health, the late Cornelius Vand- 

ertilt would never have struggled on 
as a helpless invalid and been car- 

:cried out to the tomb when yet a 
young man. If money was all pow- 
erf 1 that Broadway merchant 
“er 11 have recovered his sight 
wh, a. a few years ago, he offered 
$1,000,000 to any surgeon whos 
knife would cut his curtain of the 
night in twain.
"Neither will money buy love. Mo. 

ay may buy sycophancy. It mF.
Lake servants and so-called frienes

"No tongue can tell what I have 
suffered.” So says Mrs. James Brad­
ley of Smith’s Cove, Digby Co., N. S. 
And when it is explained that Dys­
pepsia caused her suffering thousands 
of Canadians wiU echo, "That’s true, 
sure enough.” These thousands have 
Dyspepsia themselves and they know.

But Let these thousands listen to 
the whole of Mrs. Bradley’s story 
and if they profit by it as they 
should, they will stop moaning over 
Dyspeptic pains and turn instead to 
singing the praises of Dodd’s Dys- 
pepsia. Tablets.

"I had Dyspepsia for over nine 
years,” says Mrs. Bradley. “I have 
tried the best doctors in this place
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guarantee with every to cent bottle 
of Dr. Pettingill’s Kidney-Wort Tab­
lets, the only remedy in the world 
that positively cures all troubles aris­
ing from weak or diseased kidneys:-

"Money cheerfully refunded if the 
sufferer is not relieved and Improved 
after use of one bottle. Three to 
six battles effect astonishing and 
permanent cures. If not relieved and 
cured, you waste no money.’

C. H. Gunn & Co., Druggists, Chat­
ham, Ont.

J. W. McLaren, Druggist, Chatham, 
Ont.

A. I. McCall & Co., Limited, Drug- 
gists, Chatham, Ont.

Powell & Davis, Druggists, Chat- 
ham, Ont. . .r

atonal..
THEY ARE FULLY / 
GUARANTEED....cealing some secret sin which you 

refuse to give up.
The next reason why "they all with 

one consent began to make excuse” 
was because they expected at some 
future time to accept the gospel In­
vitation. This is a most natural 
supposition to make in interpreting 
the text. They might have stayed 
away and made no excuse, but then 
the host would have been offended 
and would never have invited them 
again. They wanted to keep his

a nd never got relief. I had to starve 
myself from eating and had given up 
hope of ever having any help. No 
tongue, can tell what I have suf­
fered. I cannot describe it. I saw 
an advertisement of Dodd’s Dyspep- 
sia Tablets and sent for six boxes of 
them. They relieved me almost at 
once and before I had finished the 
six boxes I could eat most anything 
and sleep comfortably, which I never 
expected to in this world.

"I advise all who suffer as I have
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good will so that be might invite 
to use Dodd’s Dyspepsia Tablets and i them at some future time. If those 
never to be without them.” i'
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