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Article XXIV.

Possession.
(1) On the signing of this Agreement, leases of the Leased Areas, sub­

stantially in the forms respectively set out in Annex II hereto,1 shall be 
forthwith executed, and all rights, power, authority and control under such 
leases and under this Agreement (including transfer of possession where it 
shall not previously have been transferred) shall thereupon become effective 
immediately, and pending execution of such Leases they may be exercised 
ad interim and possession of the Leased Areas shall be immediately given 
so far as the location thereof is then ascertained. Where the precise location 
of a portion of any Leased Area is not ascertainable until more detailed 
descriptions are available, possession of such portion shall be given as 
rapidly as possible. This Article shall not require occupiers of buildings in 
a Leased Area to be removed from such buildings until reasonable notice 
to vacate has been given and expired, due regard being had to the necessity 
of obtaining alternative accommodation.

(2) The foregoing paragraph shall not apply in relation to the Bahamas, 
but a lease of the Leased Area therein, in terms similar to those of the leases 
set out in Annex II1 hereto, and subject to such special provisions as may 
be agreed to be required, will be granted to the United States of America 
as soon as the location of that area shall have been agreed, whereupon this 
Agreement shall apply thereto.

Article XXV

Reservations.
(1) All minerals (including oil) and antiquities and all rights relating 

thereto and to treasure trove, under, upon or connected with the land and 
water comprised in the Leased Areas or otherwise used or occupied by the 
United States by virtue of this Agreement, are reserved to the Government 
and inhabitants of the Territory; but no rights so reserved shall be trans­
ferred to third parties, or exercised within the Leased Areas without the 
consent of the United States.

(2) The United States will permit the exercise of fishing privileges within 
the Leased Areas in so far as may be found compatible with military re­
quirements, and in the exercise of its rights will use its best endeavours to 
avoid damage to fisheries in the Territory.

Article XXIII.

Rights not to be Assigned.
The United States will not assign or underlet or part with the possession 

of the whole or any part of any Leased Area, or of any right, power or 
authority granted by the Leases or this Agreement.
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