eted wigh this matter. was an
solutely personal -oré I‘ ng - the
nount paid into the bank at Frederic-
n to the credit of A. C. Smith &
0. Was my money, paid with the ex-
688 ohject of retiring this obligation,
e which, as I have said, Sir, had ab-
lutely no connection, nor was it
ought about in any particular, by
e potato transaction.

I realize that a wrong construction
m be put upon it. I know that.the
ymmissioner has stated that the facts

> mot clearly show whether thiw
nount of $1,600 paid to the credit

' A, C. Smith & Co. was my money

" that belonging to the Government.
his, Sir, is only one indication of
e lengths to which the commission-
 has gone in his report. My sworn
stimony was that it was my money,
ad 1. repeat again, that this was a
rivate transaction, and when the
mount was paid to the credit of A.

. Smith & Co, at Fredericton, it was

, the request of Mr. H. Colby Smith
mself,

Had I for a moment realized that
ich a construction could have been
1t upon the transaction as has been
aced upon it, I certainly would not
Ave been a party to it, but I did not
alize that how bitter, now venomous,

r how unfair, could be one's political
pponents.

The Investigation.

Never was an investigation conduct- .
1 as was this one. Mr. Peter J.

ughes' was engaged as counsel. In
pening Mr. Hughes made the state-
ent that there were practically no
pcuments | in the Department, that.
rere had evidently’ been “& ‘wclean
veep. Now what are the facts?

That statement ot Mr. Hughes was
bsolutely -untrue, made delfberately
) deceive witnesses, Questions
hich had been clearly framed after

study of the documents to mislead
itnesses were put to them in a way
nd manner to mislead. Afterwards
hen it suited the government coun-

)1 to produce these very documents,
ey were brought forward without
e slightest explanation or apology.
ever during the whole period of the
wvestigation did the Commissioner
ft .his voice or finger to protect a
itness. Any ‘and every indignity
as heaped upon them,

This is the story-in brief of the po-
ito transaction and of my connec-
on ‘with it. 1 think even my bitter-
st opponents will admit, that I have
eerl’ tor avvery large extent the vic-
m ‘of circumstances. ' Burdened, as

have said, with the work of two
epartments, unable to give the close
ttention to thedetails of different

\atters,” which under other circum-
lances I could have done, there were
vidence of ‘irregularities, not wrong
f themselves, but not in aocordance
ith good business judgment, irregu-
irities of which I had no knowledge,
nd Sir, let me say that not only did
ot I, but no official of my Department,
or so far as 1 know, no person con-
ected with the shipment of potatoes
y England and Belgium, ever make
ne dollar in connection with the gift
f the Province to Great Britain and
> Belgium. The only persons who
)ade: money out of the transaction
‘ere those who conducted the investi-
ation.

These are the facts: Error of judg-
1ent there may have been. Dishon-
sty or neglect of duty on my part,

deny. I have served my province
aithfully “in my public life, - I have
rofited nothing, I have lost much, but

0 loss can compare to being wrong-
ully deprived of my good name, One
3 reminded when assailed as I have
een, of the words of Cardinal Wolsey,
'hen he gave expression to his regret
hat he had served his King more dili-
ently than he had performed some of
he more important duties of life.

prisrRniiins S i g

JANY CASES OF
BHEUMATISM NOW

days We Must Keep Feet Dry,
Avoid Exposure and Eat
Less Meat.

Stay off the damp ground, avoid ex-
osure, keep feet dry, eat less meat,
rink lots of water and above all take
poonful of salts occastenally to keep
‘OE\;‘;;A uric acid.

eumatism is caused by sonous
oxin, called uric acid, wkx)icll:mis 'gel::-
rated in the bowels and absorbed in-
o he blood. It is the function of the
idneys to filter this acid from the
lood and cast it out in the uriné. The
ores of the skin' are also a means of
reding the blood pf this impurity.” In
amp and chilly, cold weéather the
kin pores are closed, thus forcing
he kidneys to do double work, they
ecome weak and sluggish and fail to
liminate this uric acid which keeps
ccumulating and circulating through
he system, eventually settling in' the
oints and muscles causing stiffness,
oreness and pain called rheumatism

At the first twinge of rheumatism
et from any pharmacy about four
unces of Jad Salts; put a tablespoon-
ul in a glass of water and ‘drink be-
ore  breakfast each morning for a

icid by stimulating the kidneys to
jormal action, thus ridding the blood
f these impurities. '
Jad Salts is inexpemsive, harmless
nd is made from the acid of grapes
nd lemon juice, combined with lithia
ind is used with excellent results by
housands of folks who are subject to
heumatism. Here you have a pleas-
nt, effervescent lithia-water drink
which overcomes urie acid and is
yeneficial to your kidneys as well

veek. This is said to eliminate uric ‘

used |

B.F. SMITH SHOWS THAT HIS WORK IN THE POTATO
SEIPMENT WASPERFORMED WITH RIGID HONESTY
AND WAS NOT PRODUCTIVE OF PROFIT

‘enomous

you remember the number of lay days
she had?

i
i - g

&

- Foster Moves A Vote Of Censur e |

A—1 think it was $200.00 a day.
Q-—While that is being looked up do

B. F. Smith that ! was atraid there
would be.

Smith?

Q—How did you get hold of Mr.
By telephone?

more potatoes? Did you give any in-
structions to your agents here?
A—Yes.

Q—To A. C. Smith & Company ¢

I was not asked whether I had any
explanation to make, nor did I have
‘the benefit of counsel to examine me
after Mr. Hughes was through. Today

Purchases of Potatoes Were Made Early in Season When
.. Dangers of Loss Were Greatest and When Everybody
& Expected the Market to Advance—Commission of Ten
" Cents Per Barrel Paid to. Him for Handling is a Smaller
Commission Than Dealers Enjoy on Regular Commis-
sion Purchases—Claims He is Not Indebted to the Prov-
ince for Over-payment and Challenges the Government
to Take Action Against Him — Deliberately Dishonest
Methods Characterized the McQueen Report in its Ref-

erencés to Him.

Fredericton, N. B., Mar. 27—Mr. B.

¥. Smith said he desired to tressp
upon the time of the house in order to
give consideration to some of the ref-
erences made tp him in the McQueen
report touching matters relative to the
potato investigation. “It is not my
intention,” he said, “to take up much
of the time in answering the refer-
ences to myself as I do not feel, nor do
1 think that the members of this house
feel that I should have been dragged
{nto this matter and referred to in the
yeport by the commissioner in the way,
that he has seen fit to do.

ber. L2
Was Not a Member P

“The honorable members M“J nave
taken the trouble to r::a:" the report
will notice that I ar_ seterred to on
every page Wh° o my pame is men:
thigned as ‘"o honorable B. F. Smith.’
1his 8 Jact, however, that when this
1ra”_gaction occurred, instead of having
‘chat title I was not even a member of
the legislature, but a private citizen
©f this province. There is an apparent
desire therefore, in my judgment, on
the part of the commissioner to con-
vey to the people of this country anl
to those who may be lntereste"l_ in the
yeading of this report that I was at
the time of this transaction unitad
with the Government of New Bruns-
wick. The St. John Globe in an edi-
torial comment under date of Octo-
ber 10, 1918, refers to me in common
with other gentlemen who were involv-
ed, but afterward it corrected the
statement and said that .B. Frank
Smith was not a member of the legis-
Jature. Evidently the 8t. John Globe
thought in its editorial of the 10th
that I was a member of the legislature
but when it learned that 1 was not
that paper very properly and rightly
too called attention to the fact through
jts editorial columns that I was not a
member of the legislature and the in-
ference is plain that there was nothing
jrregular in my engaging in a business
transaction with the government of
the province of New Brunswick, not
peing a member of the house. Con-
trast that, if you will, Mr. Speaker,
with the report of Commissioner Mec-
Queen, who was sworn to consider
the evidence Jaid befor his court in a
fair and impartial manner and to bring
in a report based on tha finding of the
evidence without favor. Is it not clear,
1 again repeat, that there was a de-
gire, yea the i~’'1t, on the part of
Commissioner M . .uezn to send broad-
cast throughout the length and breadth
of this country a false impression in
this regard.

About That $2,375.70.

As I read the report, Mr. Speaker,
uk‘v are contained in it two items
wiMsh are of interest to myself and

whiiile they are not questions which in-
volve my honor in this house, I desire
to give the house and the country a
true explanation of thc{ matter in-
volved. It is stated in the final con-
clusions of the McQueen report on
page 43 ‘that the Hon. B. F. Smith
was advanced by the late government
$2,375.70 on the purchase of potatoes
which the province never received,
and the province also paid $71.86 as
interest on his drafts in connection
with this potato transaction which he
should have paid. He is, therefore,
indebted to the Province of New

Brunswick in these two amounts.”

That statement, Mr. Speaker, is fnac-

curate, is misleading and false in

évery particular. I never received a

single dollar in advance from the de-

partment of agriculture in this tran-
saction. The arrangement which I en-
tered into with the deputy minister of
that department was that 1 was to buy
from the farmers potatoes for this
shipment, 1 was to pay them $1.00 per
parrel and that the department was to
allow me ten cents per barrel commis-
sion for gathering in this stock and
loading the same. The payments were
to be made to me through the Bank of

Nova Scotia when they were presented

with documents attached to bill of lad-

ing duly signed by an accredit-
ed official of the Canadian Pacific

Railway. There was never a single

dollar advanced nor is there a word

to be found in all the pages of that
voluminous evidence given before the
commission that would substantiate
*m\y such finding on the part of the

commissioner, Therefore, in this con-
clusion T am forced, as I believe every
honest and intelligent reader will be,

St. John.

barrel oM e§

of the year when

inspection,

e, /
shows that there was
deputy

>

between the
of the department and
myself a contention with referencas to
the rejected potatoes fron. shipments
which I made, when inspected at West
S That difference of opinion,
Mr. Speaker, is founded entirely on a
misunderstanding of the veubal agree-
ment which was entered into by the
deputy minister and myself wphen the
instructions were given tq e as to
the furnishing of this st,ek.
agree to buy pomu::;,; for the depart-
ment on the "(M'(;J ten cents per

on and I also agreed to
make g56d any shortage that was
in my chipments.
agree, nor never intended that I should
buy potatoes on the basis of ten cents
per barrel in the early shipping season
the dangers sur-
rounding shipments are exceedingly
great, to make good potatoes whica
might be réjected under a most rigid|

1 did not

Thera are some members! 7 "0 i
in this house who have a knowledge| their OWR ol Wy are in every W
of handling potatoes, while the great

Speaker, I think I have bleared up, 1
hope to the satisfaction of the mem-
bers of this house and to the people
of this country, that I am not indebt-
ed to the extent of & farthing. But

A—I don’t remember now. Th

charter party will show that, too.
Q—You don’t know how many lay
days the vessel had?

A—No. I could remember.

(Charter party produced and hand-
ed to Mr. Powell.)
Q—I will read the clause “cargo to

be furnished to steamer at port of Q—Was this before the ship ar-
loading and to be received from rived?
the #teamer at the port off A—I am not sure whether—

e| A—No, I met uim here in 8t. John.
Q—Tell us what took place.

A—I said to him that I was afrald
there would be a fall down on the
cargo and the ship would be detained,
and that if such a thing occurred
1 wanted him to stand by and be ready
to fill up the ship.

A—Yes.

them?
A—That if the stock did not com

time. That Mr. Smith would complet:
the order.
Q—And then you'went to Ottawa?
A—Yes.

into this matter.

Q—What instructions did you give

fast enough to get the ship away on

I shall not attempt to go further
It seems to me that

is really the first public t

that I have had to correct &mmwy
resentation and to deal with the um.
e | fair conclusion drawn by Commission-
er McQueen. It may be that the
o| Stenographer’s notes in the Btevens'
enquiry show the question and answer
as they were put to me in the Mo-
Queen enquiry but if that is pe it is
an error of the stenographer, I know
perfectly well the subject about which
I was being examined at the time and

on the other hand it sesins to me that
the course is clear to the government
of the day. I either owe this province
or I do not owe them, and they have
by virtue of an act passed last year
full authority to recover any moneys
which may be due the province in the
common courts of this country. 1
have the funds to pay this bill if it is
just and I am prepared to do so, so 1
invite the government to take action
at once regarding this matter,

Financing the Job.

“Now, Mr. Speaker, 1 desire to
touch briefly upon the reference which

destination so that the steamer may
lead the cargo in four working days| th
and discharge it in four working days, gi
but if, through any fauit of the char-
terers the steamer is longer detained,|fo
demurrage is to be paid at the rate
of $200.00 per day.” That is the clause
respecting demurrage?

A—Yes.

Q—When the vessel got here do you
remember the date of arrival?
A—No.

Q—Had you potatoes enough to ful-| w
fi, the charter party?
A—No.

Q—Was there much of a shortage? | fr

conversation was befcre the ship ar-
rived.

ting them before the ship arrived?

by and, if so, what?

Q—Oh, it certainly would be before
e ship arrivad. Mr. Hughes let him
ve the evidence.

Q—Would it or would if mot be be-
re the ship arrived?

A—1 think it was before; yes, that

Q—You anticipated trouble in get-
A—Yes, that is correct.
Q—Did you make any arrapgement

ith Mr. Smith that he would stand

A—T had previously ordered 35 cars
cem him.

the statement I have made ought to
be sufficiently clear to everyone who
wants to give a fair and impartial find-
ing in this matter and I only regret
that when matters which involve the
honor of public men are under con-
gideration that the powers that are
responsible to the pecple, the pawers
that have the seleciing of these tri-
bunals, so far forget the® dufy to
select, as they apparently have done in
this case, a man- who has given evi-
dence of malice, preconceived conten-
tions, and who has gome out of his
way perhaps because of animus which
he cherishes in his heart, or perhaps
with a spirit of revenge, in os@er that

ot

the answer which I made,

fectly correct.

Commis.
oner McQueen further bases his find-

ing on the fact that the fplowing
gestion was put to me in fhe Stev-

s
Mr. Tennant according to the evidence
got a cheque for $100,0000 the same
day the contract
cheque was from the
Construction Company and he
$40,000 of that money out of the bank
that day in cash,
thing about what became of that?”

investigation: “It appears that

wag signed, The
Nova Bceetia
pook

Do you know any:

Answer—"No.”

My answer to that question was per-
While I knew that I

has been made in the report to the
surplus and how it was obtained. It
has been sald py the commissioner in
his report that this was because of}i
the arrangement which was entered

A—Yes, quite a shortage
Q—What then had you to do?

A—I was hustling to get the stock

n.
Q—Could you get it from the:

Q—That is the original allotment?
A—Yes, and I gave him a later or-
der, an open order, an order that he
might fill up the ship.
se| Q—To fili up whatever he might be

he may get even with men who are
opposed to him politically and sonie of
whom may be responsible for his dis-
missal from office in the year 1908.

received money from Tennant I did
not know what sum he took out of
any bank on that day in cash nor did
I know of the cheque he had received.
If the counsel in the Stevens enquiry

1 did

into with me regarding the financing
of this transaction. 1 may tell you
here that when we entered into the
arrangement, the deputy minister and
myself, it was | made clear that 1
should not be called upon to finance
so large an undertaking.
“Roughly speaking there was $40,000
involved. I doubt very much whether
thera are many men in the potato
business who would like to finance
a transaction of that magnitude in
addition to the carrying on of their
own business enterprises which usu-
ally absorb all their available cash.
Nor is it the custom for potato deal-
ers throughout the province to get
men who load for them to furnish

stance, I may say, or with few ex-
ceptions called upon to furnish our

bulk of the gentlemen composing its
membership have very little knowl-
edge of the perils incident to the
handling of this product, I think the
minister of agriculture, the hon. mem-
bar for Sunbury, Mr. Mersereau, the
hon. member for Gloucester, Mr. Robi-
chaud, while their experience may not
have been large, have handled and
shipped enough potatoes to know how
unfair it would be to expect anyone
handling potatoes on a commission of
ten cents per barrel especially with
early shipments, to guarantee for that
commision to make good rejected
stock. 1 did, however, Mr. Speaker,
agree to see that the department ob-
tained the full quantity and that they
would get barrel for barrel in any
shipments which I made to them. In
support of this I want to call your at-
tention to the evidence given before
the commission. In exhibit No. 16
from pages 37 to 40 whem I was giv-
ing my evidence personally, I agreed
that if it could be shown by the way
bills of the Canadian Pecific Railway
that my cars had fallen short
in weight in excess of two per cent.
which is the rule and practice gov-
erning shipments of potatoes to the
United States market, that I' would
refund every dpllar that it could be
shown I owed the province. Notwith-
standing this, there had never been
since that time any effort made on
the part of those who had this mat-
ter in hand to take up this matter in
any way or to advise me that 1 was
indebted one siugle cent to the Prov-
ince of New Brunswick from this
standpoint. The ahsurdity of the
claim as set forth in the commission-
er's report against myseif based as it
is on the loading of potatces at ten
cents per barrel, is £o apparent to
everyone who is epgaged in the busi-
ness or' who has had a cursory exper-
fence of the handling of potatoes,
that it seems h ¢y necessary for me
to dwell upon th point. It is true
that if T shouid have understood that
our arrangement included rejected
stock I would nct have undertaken to
handle this tran~-~‘lon on a i
than thirtv ce ¥
very lowest 5

“Now in order 1o substantiate my in-

loaders or agents along the line of the
Canadian Pacific
Canudian Government Railways with
cash to pay the farmer for his stock
when it is hauled to the station for
loading.

of our shipments, and there

Railway and the

other parties to whom you had allot-
ted the broker business of collecting
tnem for you?
A—It was coming slowly
Q—And what had you to do?
A—Well 1 was called away to Ot-
tewa with Mr. Murray on some de-{d
partmental business and I said to Mr.

A AAAAAAAAAA AL SN AN A NSNS

Twisted Things

by His Lifectimc of Honest

In addition to that, Mr.
Hpeaker, We are paying onr agents
the full commission of ten ccnts per
harrel for loading alone and we are
furnishing bulkheads or any other ma-
t>al required for the genarp: safety
is not a
single instance where our agents guar-

antee to stand behind any rejected po
tatoes on their destination.
other hand, Mr. Speaker, they will not
even become responsible for the out-

On the

turn in quantity as I agreed to do in
this transaction with the government.
In addition I had forgotten to mention
previously the fact that I had paid dis-
counts on the drafts in the Bank of
Nova Scotia and interest when the
drafts were overdue which amount
should really be deducted from the
ten cents per barrel commission. It
may be interesting for honorable mem-
bers who will take the trouble to ex-
amine the evidence given before the

sons why there was a surplus. You
will see there that the deputy minister

ince from which he

hibit No. 15

ment of thirty-five
these thirty-five ca
stopped, but I want

n that the com:

matter and to see

gl to the question of the surplus stock.

What the Evidence Shows.
For the purpose of laying this mat

terpretation that my verbal ervange-
ment entersd into /with the deputy]
minister did not include rejected stock |
I want to call your attetnion to the|
evidence given by Mr. Leslie A Slipp.}
the inspector at West St. John. I re-:
member very well that during the|
time that these shipments were going,
on that T was called to West St. John |
by telephone in order to examine somn'
of the cars of potatoes which were !
said to be sweating and in no fit con-
dition for shipment oyerseas. There
were a number of cars that we exam-
ined and after discussing my interpre-
tation of the understanding regardingl
these matters, these cars were taken |
over by the department. The state-
ment that Mr. Daggett called upon me
on various times before the accounts
were finally made up is correct, but
on the other hand I remember very
well saying to Mr. Daggett, that I did
not owe the province anything and
that if there was a loss in ctn'mecv.mnl

the proper thing to do was to make
tlke matter clear to the public, and that
dfiring that year the experience which
the department had in the handling
of the surplus stock was the same as
that which comes to anyone who was

d in this Personally

| to lude that the has

false impression to the people of the
province.
His Agreement.

I\ again deliberately sought to convey a

I made a heavy loss myself because
of stock that was carried through the
winter and which could not be sold ex-
cept at a great sacrifice. This was the
common experience of everyone en-

T “R 4 true that the evidence

gaged in the business, Now, Mr.

lpulatocs were goin

with the transaction, in my judgmeml ter about demurrage in -case

on the pages above mentioned.
Q—What was the trouble?
A—The potatoes in the @

tion of the province weren't

They weren’t ripe enough.

1 visited the fields und found that

weren't ripe enoiin. That wa
The second difiicult
of tie shippers hesi
TI'hey though

they
one difficulty.

was that many
tuted about the price.

O—Holding for higher prices?
A—Yes. &

Q—Meantime did your vessel eome’
A—Yes.

Q—Which one?

A-—The Sellasia.

Q—Was that the one that took the

British government consignment?
A—Yes.
Q—She was booked for how many

A—S8he was booke(d for approximate-
117 40,000 barreis.
Q—Was there any term in the char-

she did
sufficient

not get her with
promptnefs?

A—Yes, there was.

cargo

demurrage, do you remember?
it Mr. Hughes will produce it.
from memory?

a day.

commission in exhibit 58 and which
will throw some light upon the rea-j¢'i

stated that other portions of the prov-| ed.
had hoped to
gather a portion of this shipment were
not willing to sell at the prices paid
and they, therefore, had to decide to
place a larger portion of this orler in
Carleton and Victoria, the tye coun-
ties from which I gathered the most
of my shipments, and you will also
notice on pages 10, 11, 12 and 13 of ex-
in the examination of the
deputy minister that he said this, that
he fifst arranged with me for the ship-
rs and that when
were shipped I
ou to look care-
fully into his evidence in regard to this

missioner entirely ignores that portion | 1
of his evidence which is most relevant

ter clearly before the house 1 desire to
quote exactly from the evidence given

Q—What was the stipulation about
A—I think the charter party is here,
Q—Well, as near as you can nome
A—It was either $200.00 or $500.00

Q—There is a big margin there.
We better look at the charter party.

Invites the Government to

called upon to supply?

away, ycu say, to Ottawa?

calling upon

His Whole Report Personal Bitterness Against One Who

: 2 % t asi cnr_elgss the commissioner has been in
Dealing in angs County H o qmecesrar oo
Earned the Respect of All Who Know Him—MTr. Jones|sion.
Bring a Charge Against Him,l swers which he says were put to and |
Based on M¢Queen's Report {mnde by me_1a the Bieyenn commis-|

a former occ:

A—Yes.
Q—After that was done you went

A—Yea.
Q—Before ycu ¥ent away to Ottawa
i¢ you make aay arrangements about
Mr. Frank Smith for

It seems tc me that we should look|h
higher than this for, after all, we are
citizens of the same country, and the
man who forgets his duty to his fel-
lew man, and who forgets that he owes
a debt to him when we are equally
respongible te the same God, has failed | s
te catch the vision which lifts men

THOW McQUEEN DISTORTED OR IGNORED
THE EVIDENCE IN ORDER TO MAKE A CHARGE
OF PERJURY AGAINST GEORGE B. JONES

to Suit His Own Purpose and Displayed in | choose to say regarding me.
propo
| pass

B!

Fredericton, March 27.—George B.
Jones said it woull be expecied both
by the house and the country that he
should make some remarks upon tas
occasion. “1 am not,” he said, “as the
people who know me best are well
aware, in the habit of making long
speeches upon any occasion and 1 am |
not one of those men who discuss eith-
er public or private affairs thrunf;‘n|
the medium of letters to the newspa-|
pers. Since the potato inves&iguunu‘
was commenced, my name has been
brought into a great deal of promin-
ence. | was summoned geveral tin
to mtend séssions of the -enquiry
I believe that special orders in coun-|
were passed so as to perniit tne
commissioner and his associates _ui
ask me any question which was desir-
During this inquiry, ti must be |
reraembered, 1 was only a witness. I
dii mot 'even have
standing before the tribunal as a party
accused of any wrong doing for such a
person would be e =d to the b i
fit of counsel which I had not. A per- |
son in that situation also would be eu-|
titted to be tried by men whom the |
law considered impartial. This privi-|
lege was also denied me, and my tasti-|
meny was taken pefore 1 believe thel
most grossly partisan commission |
which ever sat in the Province of Now
Brunswick. Nor were the mnewspa-|
pers idle with reference to my testi-
mony. I have been ac sused, tried and |

-| condemned time and again not,;
am inclined to think so0)
much for the sake of in-|
.| flicting punishment upon me or my|
family, as for the political advantage
-| which these newspapers  thought

would accrue to the party by :n»!
method of warfare. rough it a}l 1
Lave kept silence untii the proper time |
and the proper piace to deal with)
this matter as it should be dealt with.
That time, sir, is now, and that place |
is here. {

Evidence Was Juggled.

In the report of Commissioner Mc-
Queen which is now before the House
1 am practically charged by the com-

L

»| notice, does not malke his insinuation |
| with refrence to testimony which ‘1
gave on another occasion before Com-
missioner Stevens in the Valley Rail-
way investigation. The \'ommisslongr
says on page 32 of his report: “It is
impossible to reconcile the evidence
o] given by Mr. Jones berore this com
* | mission with that given by him as b
admits on a former occasion. DBoth
cannot be correct and as the evidence
given before me i supported by Ten-
nant and there is no evidence before
me to show the contrary, 1 am bound
to conclude that a portion of the evi-
dence given by George B. Jones be
fore Commissioner Stevens in  a re
gular court of enquiry om @ previous
occasion as set forth above, is abso-
lutely false and untrue,

“Now, sir, Commissioner McQueen

Beyohd His Knowledge.

was not commissioned to investigate
the evidence given by me before Com-
missioner Stevens. He is apparent-
ly satisfied that the evidemce which

the privilege of |

missioner with the crlne of perjury |
and the commissioner, 1 want you to|

sion of enquir
~as true but he!answered these questions.
upon testi-| the record of the evidence that the
d which | question put to me was this, “and do
of | you remember at that time being ask-
which he knows nothing and when hc‘ ed and answering these questions?” |

1 gave before him
proceeds to condemn me
mony which he did not hear an
was given under circumstances
this

was not present. I shall show

House that the falsity is that of the | answers after which the prosecnting |
His | counsel added: |

commissioner and not of myself. i

blind partisanship which did not give | dence at the last enquiry.’ My answer

any man who was before him a decent |
p

with the unfair tactics of the prose-
cuting counsel, have resulted in an at-
tempt to blacken my character in the
eyes of the people in this province.

have lived all my life in my na'.ive* questions and answers was put to me  ent peogle.

county. Therg are scores of neople‘K
who have watched me grow up and ;
struggle through many hardships un-|
til 1 have reached a position of some“
comfort in life, and have received Lhe‘
confidence and good will of hundreds |
of my fellow men. During all the|
s in which 1 have made my strug- |
s, my business record has been open |
o public view. I do not need to boast!
when I say that I have nothing tc be|
\shamed of in that regard and 1 can!
confidently say that to the peoplei
\mong whom I have lived and to those
who have done business with me it
is not necessary that I should say|
even one word in denial of the charge |
s0 unjustly made against me by (‘om-k
missioner McQueen. The people who!
know me best know that these reflec- |
tions upon me are not and cannot be|
true and in the face of this confidence |
it matters after all very little what a
partisan commi ioner, pé n news-
papers, or political opponents may
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from thew: lower levels.
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ad asked me in reference to things

that were within my knowledge, he
would have got a straight answer, but
wk_wn he chose to put in his question
things that are outside of my knowl-
edge I was absolutely entitled to an-

wer the question in the negative and

in fact it was the only proper way for
me td"answer such a question,

No Chance to Explain.

Now before Commissioner McQueen,

when Mr. Hughes examined me, he put
& question which

the commissioner
great care to omit from hig ex-
Mr. Hughes asked: ‘‘And these
s were both untrue, were
I replied: “I would not say

50:" _Ii either Mr. Hughes or the com-
missioner had asked me why I would

hance to explain himself, uouplvdi.

not say so I would have had an oppor-
tunity to explain the matter from my
own point of view, but neither the
commissioner nor the counsel wanted
to give such an opportunity or to ac
cord me any fair treatment whatever.
1 If the commissioner, Mr. Hughes, the
government, or any member of it, or
any citizen imagines for one moment
{that T have been guilty of perjury.
there is a plain and manly L‘DUY'.;','
open to them. They can lay a reg
lar charge against me in the proper
courts of the country and I will meet
Ll}s-:n there before a jury which will
|not have its verdict prepared in ad-
vance of hearing the testimony.

As to the other feature of the re
port, I think it is well known that for
years I have been more or less con-
nected with the handlihg of political
funds in connection with my party and
|I do not think that my most bitter
| political opponent will charge me with

A Silly Question. | even having retained one cent for
Now, sir, it will be clearly apparent |y own purposes. This work is dis-

But 1
se to show this House before it
upon this matter how utterly

On pages 31 and 32 of his report
he sets out certain questions and an-

He says that I admitted that on
ion before a commis-
I had been asked and |
I find from

slon.

Then followed mnine questions and |

‘You swore to that evi- |
' |

from the stenographer’s notes
sounds about like that, I said.”

1| that when this question involving nine | charged in different parties by differ-

1t is necessary to be done
t phrasing of each would not|and so long as 1 had not done any-
I did not aq.| thing dishonest in acquiring the funds
an. | Or handling them, I have nothing to
apologize for or to explain,
| Even the commissioner

uggest that I knew the scurce of
ese moneys or that 1 was aware
that any part of them was to be ap
plied to the potato transaction.

ing an { By very greatly condensing my ev

i word * den manages to avoid giving pro-
As a matter of fact question when | minence to the fact that when I sign
put in the Stevens’ enguiry referred | ed the report of the public accounts
to money afterwards received. In the | committee of this province, I did not
Stevens’ enquiry I was' asked about| know anything to the contrary of the
money handed t¢ me by Mr. Tennant | statements in the report w h I sign
on the 12th of Febrnary, 1517. I said|ed. but this is all a part with all the

the exe
be clearly in my mind.
mit that I had been asked and
swered these questions. I simp
that they sounded about like

had said. Among these nine questions
there was the following: “Was there
any other occ non w h you had
received money from Mr
And I was reported as ha
ed that question by

does not

1 did not know whether that was i t of his treatment of me and of
exact date or not. I distinctly remem-| everyone else involved.
ber that .the other question He presen a partial view in

hort he has
was hired for
of work I
he legal profs

whether there was any other occa
en which I afterw
from Mr. Tennant and my r .|
“No, except in a business way “

Now, before Commissioner McQueen | New Bruns

mply done the work he
and for which charac-
trust very few men in
ssion In the Province of

TRIBUNAL OF HIS OWN CONSCIENCE AND
THE IMPARTIAL JUDGMENT OF MEN

Charge of Perjury Made Against Him by One Who Emu-inished mo 1s dercient

Party and Will Continue
Criticism.

lates the Daughter of a Strumpet Does Not Worry Him|
in the Least—His Opinion Not Always in Accord Withi s was Haroine?
the Decision of His Colleagues, But He Stood by His|*

|

{ be for the

the music fur-

His Proper Level.

This Commis-

.| sioner had openly deciared himself as
. 1pying the political level of the
to do so Despite Adverse|c ter of a strumpet and in this

| s M
;mmcul:n' instance in his effort to Nve
{ up to that declaration he had succeed-

| e admirably. Herodlas had been one

Mr. Baxter said were it not for a
vagueness in the rules of the House
‘lwurmg upon this poi he wouldn't
tiouble its members with a statement.
Although no charge had been made
1st him in the report of the Com-
ner, a reflection, unjust thougn
ght be, had been made on his
| claracter. The charge was not a seri-
|cus one to come from an ex-police
1nmglslriltc of Shediac—it was merely
| the statement that he had perjured
himself. It was a new brand of charge
to bring against him and he took this
opportunity to state his position. He
held an absolute contempt for any per
gon who presumed to judge him. It
he had been wrong his conscience

| whose only desire was the taking of

would have told him so before anyone|the life of a man absolutely innocent
else would have sat in judgment. And|and whose name had come d(’ﬂwt\v
by whom had he been accused? ’I‘!mi through history as the emblem of a
hcnorable leader of the Opposition, in | blameless life. The Commissioner in
hiz address to the House, had quoted|{ case had not desired to behead
frcm the political declaration of Com-{the guilty on the other side, but the
missioner McQueen, and he would read | innocent His (Baxter's) friends
it again. It was: | would do him great service if they did
ir:nt appear as advocates in his de-
fence. He would rest his defenee upon
his record, a record which had stood

“And now I ask you to watch the|unsullied until this unfortunate con-
finish, for 1 am prepared from now on| tact with the daughter of Herodias.
to dance. politically as well as the| The Speaker ceeded to quote
daughter of Herodias ever danced be-|fiom the Commissioners report as
fore her kingly uncle, and if I do not|follows:
succeed in capturing the head of some “With this array of facts before me
political ‘John the Baptist’ it will only (Continued ou page 4)

McQueen’s Threat.

ick will be found suitghis" =~




