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WILLIAM CAREY
A Brief Sketch of his Life

I
given
thing.

So¥aid Willian Inter life

he looked back upor wt he had ac

complished during his eventful carcer

and though perhaps they erron the side

of modes

seril aracter
that he laid the

missionary enterprise in

plodding
|

glish
India, and be- |
came the chief means by which within |
thirty years the Bible was scattered |
throughout that empire

The early surroundings of Carey were
of & humble kind. He
rspury, 1

was born in the
Angust
1761, and though from his father being

village of Pa

the master of a free school there, he en-
joyed yet his
parents were poor, and his prospects in
life far from promising.

advantages over many

Fortunately he
gave signs of being blessed with an in-
quiring mind and persevering spirit,

and early showed it obstacles which

many would have looked on as insur
ikely to disconrage
six ‘ye

mountable, were not
When only

him. ars old his

mother sometimes heard him in the
night reckoning up accounts so as to
gain an insight into
though books were nor easily
borrowed or begged—he contrived to
master every one that came in his way
especially those on travel or history
He took deep interest too in collecting
birds, flowers and insects ; indeed it may
be said that whatever branches of know
ledge were accessible he sought to study
Nor did he show less tondness for
boyish amusements and recreations, for
we learn that he was a favorite among
his companions because of his willing
ness to take the lead in all their sporta,
while he gained the reputation for never
giving in after once setting his mind on
secomplishing any thing. If in the
course of a ramble the boys came to &
tree hard to climb, young Carey was the
first to make the attempt, and often the
only one that succee It is° related
that once in seatch birds’ nests, he
fell to the groun bruised and half
stunned.”” He resolved that as soon as
he was able he would climb that tree

again ; and he did so i
When Carey was about fourteen years
of age he was apprenticed to a shoe
maker in the village of Hackleton, some
ten miles from bis home. "This trade
was sclected because suffering from
a skin disease which caused the sun’s
rays to be unpleasant to him, and there-
forg made out-door occupation unsuita
By this time his love of study had
more marked than ever, and it
must have been with no little rejoicing
that on. entering his new vocation he
found his master possessed several books,
which he was permitted to borrow. Of
thesc one was a commentary of the New
Testament, containi a number of
Greek words. Ignoranf of the meaning
of these, yet fascinated by them, he
copied them ; and then when he went
induced a friend who had a
claesical education to translate them for
him. In other ways, as best he could
while learning his trade he continued to
gather knowledge. His apprenticeship
ended after twe ars, owing to his mas
ter's death, and then became a jour
neyman in the same village, If he was
not skilful at | alling it is not to be
iis thoughts were

wondered
any whe m his bench. "It has
could nev

arithmetic, and
BCAYCe

home he

ing

been said
pair of shoes to matc \
please a customer 1 on |
in India |
been a shoe-

when asked by s

make
bler
It was when working as a journeyman
that Oarey began to take a serious integ;
est in religious matters. In the same
employ Was another young man, son of
a Dissenter  us they sat at work they
had frequent discussions on these sub-
y had been brought up as a
he tells us that
ipon  Dissenters
with contem A\t first he paid but
little heed to the argnments of his com-
panion, and in their verbal disputes
usually insisted on I he last word.
But after a while he to' feel that
his compar 1t he was
wrong, and this to have a
Zrowing une “I wanted
something,’ but had no
idea that nothing but an entire change
of heart could do me good His fellow
workman noticed the¢ change in him,
and seized the opportunity to emphasize
his arguments. He also furnished him
with religions books, and Carey’s
opinions hiving thus undergone an al-
most insensible change, he determined
to attend chorch,. as well as religious
meetings, very frequently, “not doubt-
ing but that this would produce ease of
mind and make me ae
Almighty.” He resolved to leave off
bad habits and lead a changed life.
Without following him through the per-
plexities and doubts that now beset him,
it will suffice to say that by the year 1781,
when a small Dissenting bedy, consist-
ing of nine members, had been formed
at Hackleton, his name was thind on the
list. He soon after began to preach in
the surrounding villages. “A sort of con-
ference was also begun, and I was,” says
he, “sometimes invited to speak my
thoughts on a passage of Seripture,
which, the pn-u{nl(- being ignorant, they
sometimes applauded, to my injury,”
such applause tending to make him
vain. In this same year he was mar-
ried and settled down in the village of
Hackleton. Five years now passed, dux-
ing which several events happened in
Carey's life. At first he preached in
places around Hackleton, then after

nly a cob

| wards he became the
| chapel at Earl's Barton, six

| make both ends meet
|
|

table to the |

pastor of a lite
miles fron
thers; he had been publicly baptized by
Dr. Ryland in the river Nen jand

in the meanwhile

in business, changed
ighboring village ¢

throug)

| 1786 he was invited to become

| the Baptist chapel at M
amptonshire, and in e
was that while
duties, he ul

| shoemaking fc

| was disappointe
master returmed
to hve less facu for impartir

beside Carey

| nequiring knowledge. He was

time very poor. The school
seven shillings and sixpence
and for his duties ns pastor he
only £156 a year. Thus witl
that was under £35, and
wa¥ increasing, it was a

ve resumed his ol

and obtained orders from Northamptor
then ;«?nw\\ the centre of the shoemak
ing trac “Once a fortnight Ax
told, “the little man, with

look on his face, might be se«

thither with wallet full of shoes for a
government contractor, and then returr
ing home with a burden of leather for
the next fortnight All this time ir
poverty. that would bave hed the
spirit out of an ordinary man in three
months — borrowing and occasionally
buying a book—he went on with
studies. In particular he devoted

self to Greek, Latin and Hebrew
was while at Moulton that the great pro-
ject to which Carey was to devote his
life first engaged his thoughts. Among
the books heread while there was Cook’s
Voyages, from which he had gathered
sume ides of the general condition ¢
the different countries abroad ; and one
day, while teaching his pupils geogra-
phy, the thought was borne in upon him
of how large a portion of the world had
never yet heard the message of the Gos
pel. Drawing his hand over the globe
before him, he pointed to different
countries, exclaiming, * These are Pa

these are Pagaps.” From that moment
there grew in higfieart a desire to spread
the knowledge” of the Seriptures i
heathen lands. He resolved to investi
gate the subject so as tc sertiin as far
a8 possible the spiritual condition of
every country in the known world, as
well as to consider the practicability and
prospects of mission work
plish this he made him a ls mayg
consisting of several sheets paper
pasted together; then agninst eacl
country he jotted down al ¢

met with in his reading respecting its
condition, and by this means he 1
that no fewer than 400,000,000 j

“Iay in the blackest night of Paganis

All this information he embadied in
treatise called “An enquiry into the
ligation of Christians 1o use

the Conversion of the Heathe

William Carey's though
tred on the necessity of est
Foreign Missions, but strongly
felt—and it is said that 3
scarcely talk or preach, and
never pray without referring to
received little encouragement m fe
low workers in the ministry. It was not
that they were indifferent ; for tw
before the Northamptonshire Assoc
tion of Baptist ministers had di |
the subject, and had then expressed tk
hope that the Gospel might soon
spread in heathen countriess But it
felt that the time had r
for such an undertaking to
upon, and so it was that at
passed after he had writte
quiry during which it lay |
in manuscript
persuading others toco-operate with him

The following incic grestive.
On one occasion a meeting of Baptist
ministers was held at Northampton, and
Dr. Ryland called on sonie of the young
men to suggest a subject for their next
gathering, Carey rose and proposed
“The Duty of Christinns to Attempt the
Spread ot the Gospel among Heathe
Nations.” No soonér had the suggestior
been offered than Dr. Ryland, “ sprix
ing to his feet, astonished and shocked
ordered him to sit down, saying, “When
God pleases to convert the heathen He
will do it without your aid or mine.”

In 1788 Carey removed to Leicester to
become pastor of the Baptist chapel in
that town, where his income was rather
larger than in Moulton He continued
to work at his trade at first, then by a
by he opened a school, still devoting
every leisure moment he could spare to
various branches of study. The time
now came when Carey's persistent ad-
vocacy of the cause he had at heart was
to bear fruit. The year 1791 had ar
rived, and though, so far, npthing had
been done, signs were not wanting that
some who had opposed him were now in
sympathy with his aims. At animpor
tant meeting of Baptist ministers, held
in October, the subject of reign Mis
sions was earnestly discussed. Though
not committing themselves to any line
of action, they so far listen ey's
proposals as to recommend } it
his “Enquiry” ; and as the sum of -£10
towards the expense of its productior
hid been subscribed by a friend, the
little book appeared the following
This publication was a great stride
ward, and the wide-spread inter
aroused was the means of haste
realizations of Carey's dreams
the association met the next May
was Willinm Carey that preached the
sermon, and on this occasion his text
was Ian, 54 : 2,3, “Enlarge the place of
thy tent,’ &c. Thia discoun
is described by one present us having
been most animated and impressive
produced a wonderful effect his
hearers, and resulted in a resolution be
ing carried that day, “that a o
pared against the next meeting, at t
tering, for the establishment of a society
for propagating the Gospel among the
heathen.” Bix months later, on the 2nd
of October, 17 the association again
met, and after the public services of the
day were over, there was a memorable
gathering in the “little back parlor” of
» member-of the Baptist chapel at Ke

To accom

) years

cur

which

Lan be

gan”; “and these are Pagans, “and |

Here, on that evening, twelve
preschers
earnest  deliberation, they all
ledged thems: 1 vow “to

| muke at least arry the
world

n list
Missionary
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| Midland

alter

wssembled ;  here

ves in & 8o
attemy

Japtist

or was this all

ship surgeon
ived in Indin
preach to the
gland in the
i el or ¢ him )
back and spend t his life nn‘ﬁ
missionary. He ourse in ignop
» of the scheme whi ad been s
in Carey’s mind; and on his be
COMINDE AWAry 1 ormation of the
| Baptist Missionary Bociety, he put him
sell in communication with the com
mittee offering wbandon Iis idea af
establishing a mission own ag¢
count, and to join 1} with them
This proposition was after discussion
favorably regeived, and in the end it wa
resolved that William Carey should pro
ceed to Bengal, in company with Thomag
with as little delay ns possi
Obstacles not a few
mounted, not least of whi
funds. This met, another
| arose. This was the belicf that thy
East India Company would refuse pers |
| mission to the missionaries to proceed
to the East. But nothing daunted, at
ngth both men with their families are |
on board a Danish Indiaman and are
speeding on their way to India
After a voyage of five months—most |
of which Carey -spent studying the na-|
tive languages—theship sighted Bengal
and, contrary to expectations, the mis-
sionaries were allowed to land at Caleutta
without opposition. They now had to
| face the serious question of means of
| subsistence, for they were j they
were in a foreign land, and their labors |
were to be among & people of strange |
speech. It was evident that the small |
sum they possessed would not enable |
them to live in Caloutta ; and for a time
their prospects were very dark. At/
length leaving Thomas behind, who was
to endeavor to seenre practice as a sur
geon, Carey started for Dehatta, a place
10 miles from Calcutta, where he hoped

WILLIAM

before he succeeded in |

find employment. It was a terrible

ey for him and his family

en boat ; and so straitened were their
means that by the time they reached
their destination all they possessed con
sisted of provisions for one day. H
was, however, at hand. On arrivipg
Dehatta, they saw a house which they
found belonged to an Englishman ; and
on making their wants known he re
ceived them with the kindest hospitality
and offered them a home until thiy
were provided for.

inan

It was not long after
this that Carey received the appoint
ment of superintendence of an indige
factory at Mudnabatt This appoint-
ment was very acoceptable to hiny
would enable him to provide for the
needs of his family and by havir
tives und& him, his mission
would be greatly forwarded.
tered upon his new_duties June 17!
and from the time of the settlenaen
Mudnabatty the carrying out of th
great purpose of his life may be said
have begun. Already he had written
England stating that he would
quire support from the missionary
ciety, as he: intended to devote all his
salary, beyond that needed for ncces
saries, to the work of the mission. Hav
ing a considerable leisure he devoted
the same to acquiring the vernacular
and then to teaching, preaching, and to
the translation of the Bible into Bengali
After a time he made preparation for
printing the latter, a press having been
given him and set up in the factory
T'his press was regarded by the natives
with great curiosity, “ who looked upon
it ns a Buropean idol.” Carey's district
wis of considerable extent. It compre-
wended, says Dr. Culross, “ about 200
villages, scattered among jungle patches
and over the plain.”. Among these he
wis continually going about, that he
might publish the Gospel ; occasionally
extending his journey nearly 100 miles
up the country
European, and certainly no herald of
salvation, had ever been before. - In
travelling—which was by river—he used
two small boats, the one to sleep in, and
the other for cooking his food ; while lie
| himself mostly travelled on foot from
villige to village. A days journey
might vary from ten to twenty miles,
according to the opportunities he had
for speaking with the people. “On Lord's
day the gathering often numbered
nearly 500 persons. His hopes of win-
ning some were often excited and as
often disappointed.

where probably no |

Fhus five years went by —years during
which, as one writer observes,  the mis
sion to India was well cradled and &
the end of this period a change

necessary.  The indigo

been successiul; and  Carey

shliged to lenve Mudnabatty, established

& businces of the same kind ony his own

¥ ten miles distant, but

this too faile v proaper ; and his pros
pects were again dismal

st at this time there arrived from

L d w small band of

whem William

factory

Ward and

missionaries — | India
Joshua | raised a,

with doulile

event was s most important

1812 nissionaries, recently
who joined Carey at

rAmpOTe

Caleutta by the government of

and on their appearance the;

ordered to quit the country witl

lay T'his su wtion on the

| ot_ the wuthorities~—~who thus
| that they wer

termined that no mor

d be allowed to ente

caused astorm of protegt to
nst the power which the Fist

issionarics s

Marshman were destined to be Carey’s | India Company possessed of preventing

for many Years—who had |
1 the mission at Mudna
batty no sooner had their ship
nrrived off Calcutta than they were for
bidden to land; they theretGre sought |
refuge Dutch settlement of S
raipore, where the Governor gave theny

togive np the ideaof foy

in the Company’s territories, and to join
Marshman and Ward at Serampore,
which place henceforth became theseat of
the mission, Having secured asuital
dwelling, the little band lost no time ir

1|
|
proceeding with their work ; and x}

order to provide for the support of their |
families, one of the first steps taken was |
to catablish two boarding schools, which
under the charge
man, produced betore long an income ot
between £200 und £300 a year. Preach
ing among the natives was then com-
the study of the language was
continued ; and at the same time the
great work of printing Carey’s Bengali
version of the llmm‘ begun at Mudna
patty, was resumed. Ward, who had
formerly been a printer, had charge of
this branch of the work ; and so rapid
was the progress made, that within three
months the first sheet of the New Testa-
ment was placed in Carey's hands.
Some years later the missionaries intro-
duced a steam-engine in their printing
works, the first ever seen in India.
Month by month they thus labored on,
surmounting the many difficulties of
their task ; and before the end of the
first year in Serampore they succeeded
in printing the whole of the New Teata-
ment, and Carey was able to write in his
diary, “ Yesterday was a day of great joy.
I had the happiness' to desccrate the
Ganges by baptising the - first Hindoo

and other conversiona followed. Carey’s
success in the study of native languages

menced

| soon brought him into prominence in tn

unlooked for quarter. Lord Wellesley
had recently founded Fort William Col-

CAREY

lege, Calcutta, in which junior civilinns
were to be tmined for the Company's
service; and a competent professor of
Bengali was needed. Carey's] abilities
a8 an Oriental scholar having become
known, the choice fell on him, though
not without vpposition from some of the
Company's officials. “His appointment |
as professor brought him at tirst a salary |
of £600 a year which was later increased
to £1,500.

Through his association with the col-
lege, and the increase in his nm-nmv.l
which was put into the common fund of |
the miseion, the work of the latter was |
much bhelped. The labors in Biblical
translation were extended, and instead
of being congent to publish the serip-
tures in Bengali alone, Carey and his
coadjutors determined. to issue them in
the varidus nguages of India. Dis-
couragements  attended each  forward
step, in the form of hoestility on the
part of many of the Company's officials,

of ridicule by certain people in England, |

of trouble in their own domestic circles.
Jut the
their purpose, and the outward results
at the end of about ten years were thus
summed up:—“They had established
mission stations in several parts of Ben
gal, at Patna, in Burma, and on the bor
ders of Bhotan and Origsa—each a city
set on a_hill, a fortress held for God in
the empire of darkness. The number
of church members exceeded 200. “They
had a place #f worship in Caleutta

erected at a cost of thousands of pounds, |

with a large church and congregation
occupying it. The scriptures in who
or in part, had been translated into si»
Ianguages, and six more were in pro-
gress. All this was visibleresult ; while
still more important was the invisible:
and spiritual, which could not be tabu
lated.” The years of 1812 and 1813
were eventful for the Sérampore Mission.
{ The one began with a calamity, the other
ended with a triumph.
| former year a terrible fire broke out in
| the printing office, by which all the pro
| perty, except the presses, including
|types for fourteen Eastern langunges,
more than a thousand reams of paper,
| many copies -of the scriptures, and
| numerous valuable manuscripts, were
| consumed ; and thus a part of the work
|of the mission was most seriously re-
tarded. Carey and his i

|
|
|
nwarm welcome.  Carey now rvmwi\‘v-xl‘luml\ was
|

} mention the
f Mr. und Mrs. Mansh- bCollege, «stablishec

missionarics never faltered in |

In March of the |

even their own countrymen from con
ing ther | resolved that su
intolerance she no longer remair
It w0 happened that the
) ¢harter of the €
pany  wa me before the Bri
Parliame r renewal ; so fitting oppor
Torded for dealing with

stion. . And the end of it
all was that very heated debw
the Contpany was compelled Itert
objection clsise in the
g0 “the deor of®Indin was
the Gespel”’

Of the multifarious labors in whis
during the rost of his lite, Wiiliam
Carey was ongaged, it will sutlice

founding of the Serani

unchallenged
following

| this very

L cost of £15.00
fur the instruction ol navive Christing

who were to he thus qumlified to i
missionarics ; the numerous native chinr
ches and’schoolx that were formed ; his
efforts to improve the social condition
of the peasantry ; his valuable phitol

cal works, such as Mahratta, Sanskrit,
and  Ponjabi grammars, Bengali and
Mahratta dictionarics. And when in
1834, at the age of seventy-one, he passet
from earth, this *“hero among heroex
had been the principal instroment by
which the first great trinmphbs of the
Cross were won in India; and by that
tine over 200,000 Bibles, or portions
the¥eof, in forty different langungcs or
dialects, had been issued from the Ser
ampore Mission House. The Britisl
authoritics too had realized the worth
of the man and his work, for, when - he
died Government dropped all its .
to half-mast in honor of one who had
dobe more for India than all her genem

e
BAPTIST MISSIONS.

HY F, M. EHAW

The world's missions had languished
since the time when, in England’s early
history, Columba had planted on lonely
Ionn the banner of Christ and had sum
moned to rally around it all whose
hearts were enkindled to preach Jesus
to the northern nations., Strangely the
Gentiles and
hoathen, bad reocived the Gospel at the
handa of foreign minsiofiaries, flt them

very. nations ' that, as

selves under no obligation to beesme, in

turn, themaselves missionary. The torpor
which deafened Christians to all eries,
silent and expressed, of wretchod; perisl

ing heathendom, continued to render
everywhere inactive for centuries the
Christ In 1733 the Maor
avian church awoke in adverity to v

alize the trid meaning of their re

and they

church of

bave given a warld-wide ex
ample of devotion to Christ's greatist
command ; otherwise, thespell remained

unbroken. Christinns still refused to
see, in the wondorful ‘expansion of th
little world of the

modern world

middie ages into our
embracing the whole

circle of the ecarth, a clear intimati
feom their Master to enlarge their bor
ders 80 as to embrace within the circli
of their influence the same wide d¢
mains,

At length God unmistakably. made
known His

purpose to save the whol
world. »That purpose was planted in the
heart of an humble Englishman—a
Baptist preacher and cobbler, William
Cprey. An overpowering sense of the
mightiness of Christ to save, accom
panied by an equally deep conviction
that nearly all the world was not saved,
inspired this true Christian. The spirit
of this man quailed not even before
the chilling rebuff of his own bréthrin
And ere long a like zeal was kindled
in their hearts, resulting, in 1792, in the
*“Baptist Missionary Society of England
and-in inaugurating the “great modern
missionary campaign.” Nor was the
flame kindled by Car he hearts
the Baptists quenched by the
position at once aroused, whic
fitting expreksion in the mistaken wrath
and sarcasm of Sydney Smith ; but, ere
| long, this opposition, tpo, melted away
| There sprang up society after society
inereasing rapidly to a multitude of »
cieties of all Christian denominations
sending abroad multitudes of men and
women, glad for their own salvation,
anxious for the salvation of all. The
present zeal for missions, manifested in
the thousands of soldiers of the cross
arming for the fray, by the thousands of
| silver and of gold given ‘by devoted
Christisns, by the earnest prayers goin
up to God every day, can be traced b
to the time when Jesus touched
heart-of William Carey

| Hawe the Baptists kept
| aplendid record

| Fimst. Th& history of Baptist n
{ sions, , révealing unpuralleled s
and recording the lives of men unex
celled for ability, piety, and devotion it
the face of all dangers, answers, “Yey
Lneed only mention namicswhich |
become endeared to us through mem
orabé lives; William Carey uand his
| assqeiates i Indis, translating the Bibi
| into the languages of 350,000,000 heathen
}p«,;,ht the great Adoniram Judson
originator of the foreign mission enter
prise in America and founder of Chris-

|

this early

however, bore the trial with great forti-
| tude; and when, through the {mpnhy
evinced towards them the whole loss

tian B h, who resolutely
followed the onme purpose of his lite
through almost unexampled trinls, so
that we might truly put into his mouth

|
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| tists last year paid the Fore
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Baptista interested in mis
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they hold a decided
stations and sen
reentage of missionaries
It may oceur to us Maritime Baptists
to ask: Are we'laboring for the Master's
cause abrond with a zeal commensyrate
with liny by our brethren
vlsewhere ‘el I ) rise W
find that liberally
money than the I of Ur
States. Th 7,125 Baptists of U
Statep engaged in missionary enterprise
annually contribute $707,136.80, averag-
ing about 33} cents per member per
while the 42777 Maritime Bap
Mission
Board $14.491, s0 raging 34 cents per
member per annum. Perhaps, witl
surprise, we find that we send one or
dutned missionary ry 6,111 church
members, while U, 8. missionary Bap
tists send only one to every F2512 mem
sers.. Yet we fall decidedly bebind in
i, we having
'”‘v‘”‘ meml hiie
stpport o T
members is lant sfuet ¢ w
counted for, to & great extent st lenst
on the groud that the
sions have become @
supportis S0
lieve
ranks of the toeen
great army. of ¢
g in th
sion agai
Bug ety
with others d
ary work of Baptists i
duty to Gl 1 O

wit

e
they coubt have sei

suvcess of Bapiists nay

that of others, but
Christ justly i Bay
may equally with others

with love for the
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tists und
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th Are

L0000 Bag tis
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| to misais

gilt tor u

| woul

than

while now th

of these young men
Qur Baptists are infor
sionary Board that
necd of. twenty seven
missionaries on th

W on
18 ak

arics.  The most

| wor

| it even a pier

alyed.  Our Baptists
ontheir wi
the tremer
far mi
pleasures, it the

18 to bear fruit

of migsions make
does the preser
opened and Chr
Iy or i
press threat

heathe
t ery, whe

have made those beautitul words their
heart’s uttérance. Then doubt no more
the power of the Gospel to save and
make joyful the heart of every and any

human being, and hesitate no longer to
engage heart and soul in lite's only geand

Consider t

songless mi

| was made good, their work was resumed ! the words : “Ave others ministers of | ohject—the salvation of man to Christ,

A




