J .
=

5

. Poobincial Panliament,

HOUSE OF ASSBEMBLY.
BILL TO TAX UNIMPROVED GRANTED LANDS,

" Hon. Mr. Smith. They must get a licence for
tho Mines. Mr. Lawrence—The liconse is a
meore matterof form. York must be one of the
finest Agricultural Counties of the Provines
judging from the eagerness with which its lands
weoro seized.—Hon. -members must bo satisfied
that the time had come to apply a remedy to this
orying evil., He should not get into the details
of the measure which he proposed, norspeak now

- of the ‘application of the proposed tax ; but would
consider the principle ofp the remedy: Professor
Jehnstone, at page 70'0f his Repoxt, speaks of the
romedy proposed by this Bill. *T have'had oc-
oasion to observe in many parts of the Province,”
he says, * that the best portions-of land which
aro made accessible by means of the existing roads
aro. held by persons who have no intention to cul-
tivate or improve them. However mach ‘it may
be for the advantago of individuals to invest
money in land, whioh though it yield no present
revenue, is daily rising in value as the populution
moreases and settlement ettend, it cannot'be for
the general interest of the Province that such
should be the case.” Andon page71: “ In Can-
ada West, where the evil u} large unimproved
grants were more folt even than in New Brun s-
wick, they have been met by the imposition of a
tax. * * It has been pn?osed to levy such a tax
in New Brunswick.” In 1856 & “commission
‘was appointed by the government of this Prov-
ince to consider the means best adapted' to pro-
mote- the Agricultural improvements of the

Country. They issued a series of querics. Three
gentlemen inthe county of Westmorland in reply,
racommended a tax upon the wild lands.  In the
reports of the Debates of last session he found the
same suggestion from“the hon. inember from Glou-
cester (Mr. End.): That hon. member- was re-
portedto have used+tle following language:—

 Another means of promoting settlement was
by laying atax on theso unimproved tracts of
private lands which were-the bane of the country.

e would like to haveseen o paragraph in the

Speeeh to the followh% effect :

* My attention has ‘been turned. to. the large
tracts of unimproved wilderness. lands held by
unimproving. non-restdent individuals, and the
evil effects which they have in retarding settlo-
ment, and Ihave directed a'measure to bo prepar-
edto abate this evil.” Such a puragraph he would
have baen happy to see ; but-he found none such
in the speechs”” From- the length of time tlie
hor. memberhad been'in that-Houase, andthe op-
portanities he'had enjoyed of obtaining informa-
tionr on this subject, he was a very high and valu-
able aathority. »He weuld ask*ion. members also
to look at the policy pursued i Illnois, by the
Hlinois Centeal Railgoad Corporation, which on
account of the great public works which /it was
conétructing reecived @ prant‘from the State of
over two million acres, of \Wwhics they have already
nold more than one half” Fromthe advertisments
of the corporation it appearedtittthe conditions
of the sale were one years interest in advance, at
six per cent., payable respectively'in one. two,
three, four, five and six years, from tdate éf sulo ;

*-and four notes of prineipal, payablein four; five,
six and seven yéara from sale—the contract stip-

ulating that ene tenthof the tract purchased shulld

be feneed+and cultivated, each and every ‘year,
for five yearsfrom the date of sale, 8o thatat the
end of five years.one half skall be fenced and
under cuitivation. Levkingat all these fucts, and
arguments, and looking at the fact that tha House
had often by large mujorities, affitmed  the prin-
oiple of this bill, he did not thifk ‘it neeessa-
ry to take up any more timo'in urging it upon
them. If in 1840 the Attornoy General, Ioking
around hii at the condition of this Country and
its prospects of its advance in settlement and in-
dustry, came to the eonclusion that'this evil was
of suth a magnitude as'to require the iterposi-
tion of the Légisiature, ufter twenty' years more
of growth and ex;\{ﬁ:ion of that evil, surély the
time has arrived at which it became tho bounden
duty of that House to set about it¥ removal. “I'lis
measure might now be said to have rrenehed its
maturity, for this session it was twenty years of
age. He'trusted that it woukl wo longer meet
with oppesition from-uny quarter, 'but would he
sent forth on its mission of merry /recléiming the
forest, promoting the pfosperity}nud comfort ot
the laberer, and filling the wildernegss with fruit-
ful fields and happy homes. It was @/ me=asure
whosebenefits would be conferred vn no one class :
for while it would'be a peculiarboon to~those of
limited means. those who owned'thelavgest prop-
eries could not- but participate in the general
bendfits which its effccts upon the industry of the
Province wounld assuredly prodace. e should
say«no more at present, but if"the principle of
the bill was sustained, should be prepared ‘to < go
into its details. - 2 - -
My. End said that when Mr. Liawronce at the
“ begitiing of his speech alluded to the Surveyor
! ttenerglandhimself standing beside the Chairmay
to hear the Bill read, he could not decife whether
the hon. member spike seriously or sarcustically ;
hut og‘he proesdedinhis address it beeame evident
he wis sincere.in liis remarks, nsindend that hon.
gontleman rarely indtlged insarcasm en'any sub-
ject.  He believed the' House would bo unani:
- mous-i favor of this Bill. - Ho wus happy to find
- that hig own county (Gloucester) did not-appear
* fu the Bhick List from*which’ the hon. membey
had réad. ¢ (“Nor Northumberland”—from a
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ern ‘Counties to be thus exsepted.
Hex. Mg. Surri.—Perhups some of

the Government would assert that, of his own

should beg to doubt it.

there 'wore any of these funguses,(laughter) own-
ed in’Gloucester.

counry inthe Province had suffered more severely
from them than Gloucester. In the interesting
Parish of New Bandon, 2 mame well ‘known ‘in
that House, of which Prof. Johnston spoke par-
ticularly in his work, it ‘was remarkable what
thé exertions of civiftzed mun had Hone in the
way of subfluing nature antl ‘introducing _comfort
and progress into what had been a willlerness.
But it'was with absolute horror that he Lad as-
certnined that the rear of the froit lots "which
formed‘this settlement had been all bought up by
. . \ .
a gentleman in England. He imputed nothing
wrong to him ; he was doing only whdt the law
of the countrv allowed. Bult the act was exceod-
ingly ‘injurious to the people of New Bantlon ; for
these rear 'ots formed the place idto shich
the young hive of the settlemont should unnatural-

the séttlement had mo convenient placgin which
to settle ; the reerlands were gone; and’inreturn
the Province hadnothing but the filthy Jacre for
which they were sold; und which was no. consid-
eration ; for what the country wanted was not a
few pounds in the Treasury, but men and women
to settle its landsand carry hito 'the witderness
arts and comforts of etvilizedlife. ‘Other counties
had even wworse than this to tell’; a man could
stand on tho Town_ Hail in F’ton and pitch a bis-
cuitinte she lands thug blocked up from settle-
went. For this condition of things money was
no consideration. Let honorable ‘members put
their shoulders to the wheel, and pit an end to
this great evil. There could be no partyin this
question ; nothing in which the feelings -of the
two houses—the house of *‘[fave” and the 'house
of *Want," conld be stirredup. Let‘thom &evise
a plan by which these lands should *be severely
tixed. Thehon. memborts Bill 4
very good plan: they wanted a s
without much machinery.
done these landholders’; for their fands w
coming valuable by the labours of the set
those who were obliged to penetrate into the for-
est beyond these blocks,

on their backs, to make themsclves ferms and
h>mes. Theso land jobbers were not entitled to
consideration at our hands, and should, ba made
to bear a portion of the burdens which sve impo-
sed on ourselves, He should .ggpport the bill
moss warmly. The Survevor Geveral would ro-
member when they stood shoulder to shouldessin
that Housein efforts to secure such'andasure as
this, and 4%l get it- thioagh the howse: only ‘to

ere be-

passage of thio Bill could now be secured. This
was his thivty-first winter in the House ; and du-
ring all that ime he had never entertained but
one opinien-on the subject.. Theevil was increns-
ing ; from the statement of the hon. mover it ap-
pears that for the last five years forty thousand
acres had been bought up'in large Dlocks, and
that by twelve persons. Such things must be
stopped ; if ban. members went home without de-
vising some means they would he met on all sides
with taun*s ; even, as he had heard it seid, the
very pine trees would point at them with scoru.

Mz. McLzop said that the Bill was a very
important one, and would, uo doubt, weceive tiye
support of the House. He hoped that it woald
become law as the evil was notorioas,and it was
high time thad it was stopped. But he thouglit
that they had better at present repott pragress,
and have the Bil printed.

Me. Tinsrrs said that he perfectly ceinecided
with the last speaker,  Such ameasure was much
needed. When new settlements were opened
thess speculators immediately stepped m —and
bought up the land in such quantistes that settle-
nent wasretarded, if not ultogether stopped.
tax of thokimd was.much neceded ins
County.

HoN. Mr. Ssirn. said that the prineiple, no
doubt, was correct ; the difficulsy heretefore cx-
perienced was to find seme mode to carry out the
details.. He thought it was important to have
thé Bill printed, that it might:bo well examinea
and considered. e trusted that they avould be
"able to prevent what was acknowledged eyil,
withodt doing uny injury to the persons who had
been uble by industry to purchase a few hundred
agres of wilderness.lunds to make farms: for their
childven,

Progress was then reported; and two - hundred
copigs of theBill ordered to be printed.

WVictoria

TuE SPEAKERS LAST.—Everybody whe knows
His Honour the. 8peaker knows-hig wit. and" hu-
mor. His Honor'is reported to have said on Sat-
urday evening—-"\y hile the-country has been
going to ruin by. Ihches, the Government. has
bevn dones~BRrowx. '
" ————————
A .lavge mumbder.of moose and cariboe have
been killedin the Province of Nova Scotiaduring
the presentwinter. . In one week in the: pounty
of Digby 1o less than ten Moose and three Bears
were killed.
———ea.
The people of. Nova Scotia are telking about
ostablishing museums throughout that: Province,
for the collection of minera

+ menber)- It was lighly to.the credit of theaorth- *found in the country. .
» ;
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the land
held in other counties is owned by the residents
| ofGleucester.

Mgz. Exp continued.—T¥ tHe hon. member of

knowledge, he should believe him ; but if not he
Yés, he doubted that

But, nevortheless, Gloucester
bad some fungdluses of this kind. Indeed, no.

Jyswarm. Now the young mien and' women of

tler—of

carrying their provisions | mgjority of the p

fail élsewhiere. ~ Ile hoped that by the infusion of |
the popular elemeht into the other branch the |
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and “ouriositios

To the Editor of the Woodstock Journal.
WiLmansrpwy, Feb.27th,-1861.
Sir,—In tho Earleton Sentined of the 16th
inst., I observe arcommunication ssigned * Rate
ll’ayor." and dated Williamstown, evidently in-
i tended to cast the odium of its troublesome ten-
deney upon some wther than the real author.
am quite-certain no person in Williamatown knew
an§thing of the cemmunication until it appeared
in the Sentinel ; qet a resident of Williamstown

was upjustly accused of being the author, (as

writer), “* Let every ass bear its wown burden,”
is my motto. I nave no difficulty in guessing tho
party who got up-and presented the;petition. “Of
course.it is the work of the Buttermilk Oreek
faction. Isuppose I ought tv call it Moranve-
ville, the new cognomen for that beautifal little
embryo city that some scasons ago exported
8,000,000 of Yani'ee. shingles. I am not at all
surprisgd at the Council x’qjvtting the petition, ns
they have been troubled ton often nlready by the
same concern ; and.probably some of.that body
have read or heard of the fable of the shepherd
boy and the wolves ; but in the preseit case it is
the wolves and not the boy that raise the ery.—
The facts of the matter are these: the ecastern
or river section of the varish were allowed to
{ appoint the Parish Clerk ; I say allowed? beenuse
| the back settlements can, if they choose, out-vdto
i them on uny question. Well, their own man,
| tho spirit of Buttermilk Creek equily, no defibt,
| appointed tho parish meeting at taeir own favor-
{ite place, the north-east corner of the parish,
{ which rendered it almost impossibla for over ono
| third of the rate-payers fas the travelling was on
{ Christmas Day) to attend. Whether the notice
{ was legully:given or not I cannot say, nor do T
care, because [ believe they were all, or nearly
80, apprised of it.: But some ohjected to the day
{ and some to the weather ; consequently. the folks
{of ‘the chuin had it almost, but not guito all, their
[ their own way. DBut even that did not suit them,
{us nothing short of the most atbitrary. selfish
{ partizan measures will suit them:

| Their pompous tireats againet the Council, ere
{quite in character with the party, and quite as
innocuous as chargeteristic. . I $hink I am safe in
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ppeared tobe a | saying that if the- gentlemen had gained their |
imple measure. | point, and put us to the tiouble, inconvenience |
No injustice would be |

and expense of another election (which is their
wont, for'very trifling causes), that Mr. John
i Porkins would have recvived at-least two-thirds
jof .the vétes in the parish. 1 believe'that u large
{ eople in the parish are quite sat-
tisfied with Mr. P.’s services so far. If the say-
'ings and foings of the body arc true as reported,
Mr, Perkins has and is proving himself a good
{ working wember, always in the harness, with his
{ shoulder to the collar and his traces tight.
| Please give this badly written communigation
rinsortion’in your next issué, or as soen as conve-
!nient, and oblige,
! Yours, with respect,
d THRASHER.

Ehe Woodstork Jouwnal,

4

|

Daring the present season our town has been
alled to witness the burial of a more than usually
large number of its eitizens. On Sunday last, a
tuneral ceremony of a. to ws,.rather uncommon
kind, passed thre
of thetdeath of Mr. Robert Campbell, a young
mnaraof very estimable character, who died sud-
dealy<during the weck. Ashe'was a member of
the WoaodstoekVolunteer Ritles, he was buried
with military honors by the Company.
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was no doubt the désign and intention of the |

|

h our.streets, on theoceasion {

EVIDENCE OF MR. INCUES ON “ LAN}
JOBBING.”

We have laid by a considerdble q\lar.tﬁj‘
| other matter, that we might publish in to-day,
| issue the startling developments of Land Jo
lhing, made by Mr. Inches, the Chief Drau
{man of the Crown Land Office, in his evid
E before the Investigating Committee of tho Hey

{ of Assembly:
Mpon it as the wi

We makemo comr
thing speakstfor itself. \a..m._}‘f »

‘We copy this from the Colonial Empire, §
shall-continue to give all tha evidence of inters
in #he matter, either from ourvown corresponde
or by copies-from:our exchanges.
| THE'DEVELOPMENTSOFLAND JOBBINg
IN NEW BRUNSWICK.

In aur issue of last Monduy, we gave someq
velopments of Land Jobbing in this Provinee
riously implieating the Chief Clerk in the Cro
Land Office, as well as others, and we gave s
{full and specific - nformation in every case,
wonldijustify any Ceurt in New Drunswick |
taking np the matter.

The result of our arficie was, that on Tuesd
morning last, a meéting of the Executive Cou
was held hastily in ¥'redrioton, at-an  unusa
| early hour : and that while the Council was
[ ting, a motion was made. in the Ilouse by
‘Fibbets for a Committeo to investigate the “wh
‘affair. No man pretended to deny that every m
iter stated by the Colonial Empire was not ¢
oc exact, tothe letter and figure, and there ¥
‘every reason to suppose that on an investigati
much more would be divulged.—This suppositiy
has proved correct; a more astounding *‘rev,
[fion” hax never before been presented fo the §
| Plo of New' Brunswick, und we proceed to sty
tesactly wiwt has 'taken ‘place before vha Coy
pmittee, up tto their adjournment ‘on Saturd
evening. )

The Committee, as we have heretofore said,

{ nominated by the-Speaker on Tuesday, and o

sists 0f Messrs. H'ibbitts, {Chairman) MecLeod
Kerr, Wilmot, and McClelan. On Wednesday,
this Comnittee was invested by the House wil
power to sweer witnesses, to summon persons |
uppear before them, and to gsend for books,

pers. and rocords, under Mr. Gray’s Act. (
Thursday, the Committee -met, and having @
peiuted-Mr. J. Richards, their Secretary, to aky
minutes of their proceedings. they commence
business. _

The Surveyor ‘General was the first witnes
sworn, and he, stated as follows :—

** The subordinates in my office have each 1
particular duty, "When petitions are rece
Mr. Lockwood examines the Map to sco if
land applied for is vacant. If'sc, he marks
lots, and the names are sent to the P:'iutiug Of:
fice ; the lands are advertized to be sold by
Local Deputies, in the several Counties of the
Province, except Yerk and Sunbury. The sale
in those two*Counties take place at the Crom
Land Office. . !

*T'.’e commission of Mr. Inches in tho Cro
Land Office, constitutes him Chief Draughtsman
in his absence, Mr. Gowan tdkes charge. M
Inches holds no- other office : he nets as auction
eer at the sales for York and Sunbury. He i
not & Local Deputy, nor does he act us a Deputy
| Surveyor.

* I know néthing of what the subordinates do
as agents for otherpersons. I think parties hav
sent money ts-Mr. Inches, with reference fo sald
but cannot say to gvhat extent Mr. Inches ever
wade application for land.

|
|
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| Ehe procession was a large one, led by the |2 **When Local Deputies make their roturns therd

| e "OCCSRI( yan arg 2y ‘A . I L 4 1 v I &
A s badlonl. » all entered, and Mr. Gowan marks

ftwelve men who had'been told off for hr:ﬂgw@ . 3y - on_ 8§

farewell shot” over the grave of their
comrade.

J'hen came.the Band, »with solemm step and
slow, playing seft mournful ai*s, which added
much to the sslenmity of the scene.

Next eamo the coffin, adorned with the accous
“trements of .the departed, and liorne on the shoul-
I dexs of four members of the Company. «and fol-

lowed by tho remaining members, wearing on
| their arms the military er0urning emblem. The |

procession was closed by a large majority of the |
1mnale iubabitants of the town,. who eame "to -do
{ their part in tho last sad rites. .

i -An occasion like this is not one in which it is
fitling to dalate on matters of minor importance,
{but we eawnot refrain from expressin
tion of the admirable manner in which the whole
{ceremony was arranged.  Everything was deco-
rous and' inorder; and the scene was an cxceed-
ringly impressive emd solemn one. The music
{from the Band sounded in the distance more like
{the voices of a eemgregation, wingling in melan-
i gholy cadence, than tho mere effeot -of instru-
{mental performance.
| The pieces ohoser were, the Sicilian: Hymn,
Pleyel’s Hyma, and'the Portugucse Hymn.

departe®t

our opiu-

FIrE.—W.a regret to have it to state, that on
' Wednesday movaing; about 2 o'cleck, a fire broke
out in the mill in this town owned jointly. by
‘Messys. McLean:and Beardstey, which laid the
| building in.ruins, alsoconsuming & considerable
quantity ot sawed lumder,

It scems.diffieult.to account for the occurrance
of the fire, as there had-been no fire i usa on:the
premises for sometimes previous to the accident.

The loss.will.we fear be heavy, as we under-
stand that Mr. Beardsly, had no insurancs.. at

applieations.

aek of cach return the amourt paid.  When|
fands are sold by Local Deputies, or at Crown
Lund Office, the names of purchasers are retumn
ol and-entered. A tramsfer *is required, if the
name of the purchaserisaltered before the Grant
issues. The purchaser must-send a written or
der to me, wisbing the transfer made. The
Grant is then made out in the name of the party
to whom transferred. It frequently happens that
a number of small lots are sold, and the grant s
suesto one person, by request of purchasers. b
do not think any change is made. or uny transfer,
without my autkority.. It no change is mude,.
the Grant issues to the purchaser in due
course. .

I am not sure that the rezulations for dispo-
sifig of Crown Lands, published in the Gazelltr
Detember 314t, 1856, page 7756, and the notices
of lands reserved in the various Counties of  the
Province. for actual settlement, was an Order of
Council, in force when I took office, in 1857 ; but.
I'domot know when they were. abrogated. .

** Those rules and regulations were in the- Ga-
zette. and I suppose they were in the Office; bub
not acted upon. The Gazette isfiled in the Office:
I think the several Traets published . 31st. Dee,
1856, were marked upon the working plans in the
Office as ** Résérved” At all events, I think they”
were marked so, when I tuok office in 1857. . These
Tracts have been thrown open to general applica-
tion, nnder the regulations but there was no m
plicant. There were applications under
Labor Act, and those were nomplied with. I
have not confined. applications .on tho reserved
laads, to the Labor Act. The specigl rales and

egulations as to those * reserved” Tracts were,
set aside entirely and they wege optned to-goners .
I cannot tell by what authority .

all, and Mr. McLean only two thousand dollars..

thev were thrown open; but I think by the Gor:;

——

rament. I do not ',-:lmw. ¢
om the Government, dirt
licativns for ** reserved ”
I believe Mr. Inches

he purchase of Crown L
k., until the commencoeme
know of Mr. Inches pa;
ie Office for purch.:\svr‘.«-
resumed he was doing it
[ know uothin;‘r of Lh_4
¥ed for by Jom:!w. then
nd by him transferred to
The Surveyor (}(\lmr:'d

the Committee u‘pphcv
e Crown Land Office, a
want to the snbject und
he Committoe andi the C
4 until Friday mornmg o

It was pain par
oyor GGenera mon
1y ignorant of” every 1

1o management of his di
vency was so great as
is high office, and altoge
yrming its dutics.  This
even more fully, in the

es.
On Thursday evening,
hether Mr. Inches would
ittee to give testimony.
ches would be asked q
hich might cvir‘inate his
ore pending, Mr. Inche:
hairman ot the Commit
bessed by the Attornay
harles Fisher, tho first L
st to make any disclosu
b could only be sent to
hen the House was pro
liberty, and all would |
hes did not fancy going
rmed tho Chairman tha
ntarily, on Friday mo:
ive ovidence. S
Tha Committee met at
orning, in one of the
bmmittee rooms of the
here was a doubt expre
ent, whether Mr. Incl
pme he did, and he was
as greatly agitated; b
id hurried, so as to ren
tch his meaning. Bat
pon his subject his man
rory word was uttered
ith considerable pauses
he nembers of the Cem
3, to take down every
ons” proceeded, th.o 10
rxious and excited listes
hspended it bowh branc
Mr. Tnches first explai
i o desire to be heard |
ariety of reasons, one «
mught he could tllrQ“{ 1
ry, and present positio
on with the Crown Lau
her man. He said he
he subjects he wished t
f the Committee; and ¥
ould proceed to make
hele matter.
The Chairman, Mr. T
efore going into his sta
advice from any part
he coursé he should pw
Mr. Inches replied, t
is brother upon this su
hint, equal to advice, t
ct advice on another |
o Attcrney General ;
o giving evidence befor
ffoct, that under the A
Mr. Gray’s ‘Act] the o
ittee might inflict, in
wer them, was to cown
he session a fact of whil
ware. This was on th
hat time, he had had se
ttorney (reneral respe
nterviews had taken ph
fice. in Mr. Inches pri
wblic streets.  They
pened, by the Attorne
im. The 'Attorney G
beeasions, pross upon b
vised, but desired hi
tatements.  His answ
promise.
At this stage of the
{err, n member of th
hut in o matter so-dee|
eneral, he should be-s
he Atforney Greneral ¢
directly behind the wit
sit, and take notes, ¢
Then Mr. Inches proce
a8 follows :—
“When I thought of
posal, that I should go
Pose him (the’ Attorne
and 1 replied, that I
Comniittee all I'knew ¢
tions. from first to last.
ed to make myself a m
that I intended to lay s
public all I knew ab !
4 was stuny by the coo
Yieral’s proposal ; by h
f,sympathy ; by his e
e il he could—when
dey Genoral, and not Ing
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