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Many People Were Killed, Large Numbers
Injured--Fire Raging in Devastated Town,
Completes the Terrible Disaster--Fear for
Safety of Many Tourists. |

PORT ANTONIO, JAMTACA 'S

CHIEF BANANA PORT

Kingston, the picturesque capital of
the Island of Jamaira, has been de-

3 vastated by a violent earthquake.

Details of the disaster are lacking as
direct communication with. the stricken
city has been cut off. The land lines
had been reconstructed to within five
miles of Kingston ‘Tuesday evening,
and from meagre reports received
through such channels as were open it
has been learned that many of the most
important buildings have been destroy-
ed and that there has been serious loss

of life. So far as the reports indicate, |

the fatalities number less than one
hundred, though the hospitals are fill-
ed with injured and the list of victims
may be materially increased.

Kingston and the other points of in-
terest in the island are at this season
of the year thronged with tourists
from both America and England, and
the greatest apprehension is felt for
the safety of many persons who had
recently arrived at the Jamaican re-
sorts. The most distinguished of these
were members of a party of English
statesmen, agricultural experts and
men of affairs, who, under the leader-
ship of Sir Alfred Jones, had arrived
in Kingston within the past few days
te attend an agricultural conference
there. Among those in the company
were. Hall Caine, the novelist; Vis-
count Montmorres, H. C. Arnold-Fos-
ter, M. P., Sir Thomas Hughes, Sir
Thomas Shann and others of equal
prominence. The Earl and Countess
of 'Dudley were also passengers on the
steamer which carried out the Jones
party.

‘The first great shock was felt about
8.30 o'clock Monday afternoon, and as
in the San Francisco and Valparaiso
disasters, flames immediately sprang
from the wreckage to carry on the
work of destruction. Tuesday after-
noon the fire was still burning, al-
though it was believed to be under
control.

Eminent English M.P.,One
Ganadian Among Yictims

The Myrtle Bank Hotel, the principal
hotel at Kingston, which probably shel-
tered-the great bulk of visitors to the
jstand, is reported destroyed. The
great military hosiptal was burned
and forty soldiers are repaqrted dead.

Sir James Fergusson is said to have
been instantly killed, but according to
London reports no other Englishman,
Canadian or American is belleved to
be missing.

The extent of the destruction which
has been wrought in Kingston, a city
which already bears the scars of a
number of disastrous visitations of
fire, earthquake and cyclone in years
gone by, is still left largely to the im-
agination. ‘The city is one of low-lying
buildings, clustered along the shores
of one of the finest and most securely
land-locked harbors in the West In-
dies. The population, which numbers
50,000, is largely made up of native
blacks.

Many steamers carrying tourists to
Jamaica were en route to the island
when the earthquake occurred, but it
so happened that, according to sche-
dules, none of the ships from New
York or Boston was in Kingston har-
bor Monday afterncon.

Forty British Soldiers
Among the Killed

ILONDON, Jan. 15.—The colonial of-
fice tonight received confirmation .of
the terrible disaster which has over-
tdken Kingston, Jamaica, in a dis-
patch from Kamar Greenwood, M. P.,
sent from Holland Bay at the east end
of the island.

The telegram says that Kingston has
been ruined by an earthquake which
occurred ‘without warning Monday af-
ternoon at half-past three. A very
great number of buildings and dwel-
lings were destroyed either by the
earthquake or by the consequent fire.

The military hospital was burned
and forty soldiers were reported to
have been killed, together with sever-
al prominent citizens and many other
of the inhabitants of the clty. Sir
James Fergusson is rcported to have

English,
missing.

ers are needed.

The governor of the colony, Sir Alex-
ander Swettenham, assisted by Sir Al-
fred Jones, is directing affairs.

The steamer Port Kingston will leave
Thursday with most of the members
of the party who went out with Sir Al-
fred Jones to attend the agricultural
conference.

Up to this hour the foregoing is the
most complete dispatch regarding the
Kingston disaster that has reached
here. The absence of details is ac-
counted for by the breaking down of
cable oommunication, but the an-
nouncement that no Englishmen, Can-
adians or Americans are missing will
greatly reassure the public concerning
the fate of the unusual number of tour-
ists and others who are spending the
winter in Jamaca, or who were at-
tracted there by the agricultural and
cotton conferences.

The party on board the Port King-
ston only arrived in Kingston on Fri-
day last. The Port Kingston, in addi-
tion to the members of Sir. Al-
fred Jones party and other guests and
passengers on board which gave her a
total passenger list of more than one
hundred persons.

The news of the disaster arrived in
London too late last night to become
generally kngwn to the public, but it
is certain to cause widespread con-
sternation and anxiety, and it will
. bring home to imagination of the
British people the terrors of an earth-
quake in a way that even the San
Francisco catstrophe failed to do.

Owing to the active efforts in recent
years of Joseph Chamberlain and Sir
Alfred Jones, the commercial develop-
ment of Jamaica has made the island
much better known, and it has been
greatly in favor as a winter resort.

Many Distinguished Men
Visiting at Kingston

LONDON, Jan. 15.—The only news of
the earthquake at Kingston, Ja., thus
far received in London is contained in
brief despatches from New York,

In addition to a great number of
Englishmen in business at Kingston
there is at present a party of distin-
guished persons, headed by Sir Alfred
Jones, on a visit there to attend an
agricultural conference. There is much
uneasiness here on their account.

This party left Bristol, Eng., on Dec.
30 on board the steamer Port Kingston
for Kingston. It was composed of
about sixty prominent British states-
men and agricultural experts and
formed an expedition to the West In-
dies in the interests of cotton grow-
ing in the British colonies on the in-
vitation of Sir Alfred Jones, the pie-
sident of the Britlsh Cotton Growi
Association.

In addition to Sir Alfred there were
in the party F. Swansey, a West Afri-
can merchant; Viscount Mount Morres,
Arnold Foster, M. P., P Murray Hunt-
er of the Liverpool Cotton Association;
A. A. Pearson of the British colonial
office; Sir Thomas Hughes of Liver-

i

The Right Hcnorable Sir James
Fergusson, who was killed in the
Kingston earthquakz:, was a man
of considerable prominence. He
served in the Crimean campaign
with the Grenadier Guards and
was present at the battles of Alma
and Inkerman, where he was
wounded, and at the siege of Sa-
bastopol. He was several times a
member of the House of Com-
mons. He was under secretary
of state Zor India, and the home
departments in Lord Derby’s
third, and in Mr. Disraeli's first
administrations. He was made
governor of South Australia in
1868, governor of New Zealand in
1873, and governor of Bombay in
1885. He was under-secretary of
state for foreign affairs in 1886,
and from 1891 to 1892 hc served as
postmaster general.

3404940420000 000000400
4940640220442 004094%29

!
|
|
|

- | senting the
The city is quiet, but disciplined work- |

been instantly .killed, but no other! pool; McDowell Nathan, a leading Ja-
Canadian or Americans are| maica merchant; C. Lancaster, repre-

Liverpool Chamber of
Comerce; Mr, Olive, representing the
Manchester Fine Spinners; Sir Thos.
Shann, representing the Manchester
Cotton Spinnners; Sir Ralph Moor, L.
Rivet, chairman of the Jamaica Cotton
Company, Ltd., of Stockport; Hall
Caine, the author; E. Bryan, secretary
of Sir Alfred Jones; Mr. Hutton, chair-
man of the British Cotton Growing As-
sociation; Mr, Cotterell, a member of
the West African section of the Liver-
rool Cnamber of Commerce; Jesse Col-
lings, M. P.,, and Henniker Heaton,
0P

Otiher passengers aboard the Port
Kings*on, bound to Kingston, were the
Earl and Countess of Dudley, Evelyn
Ellis, Percival Prillips, and Captain
Rhodes.
" A conference of spinners and plant-
ers had been planned io be held in Ja-
maica at Kingston. On this voyage
the Port Kingston went first to Bar-
bados,where she embarked some thirty
delegates from that colony, to attend
the conference. The Port Kingston
reached Barbados on Jan. 8 and should
have reached Kingston several days
later.

Halifax fHas Gable Con-
nection With Island’

HALIFAX, Jan, 156.—The report of
the destruction of Kingston, Jamaica,
by an earthquake created a tremend-
ous sensation in Halifax,

fax has direct cable communication
with Jamaica through the Halifax and
Bermuda Cable Company, Avhich lands
at a point five miles from the city of
Kingston.

The Bermuda cable was interrupted
at five o’clock yesterday afternoon and
has not since been working. General
Manager Budge made every effort to
get communication re-established, and
this evening received a message from
his Kingston manager, Sulivan, a na-
tive of Canso, Nova Scotia, who had
reached Holland Bay, stating that all
the cable staff was safe, although one
was seriously injured. = The Bermuda
cable people are endeavoring to restore
communication and hope to have the
cable working tonight.

Beyond the mere fact that a terrible
earthquake had occurred and that the
city was destroyed and that the ruins
were in flames, nothing is yet known
at the cable office here, but the worst
is feared.

This is the height of the tourist sea-
son and English and Americans are
there. Last Thursday a party of dis-
tinguished Englishmen, headed by Sir
Alfred Jones of the Royal Mail line of
steamers, arrived at Kingston. Their
mission was to revive trade, especial-
ly the cotton industry. It is believed
that all were staying at the Myrtle
Bank Hotel, owned by Sir Alfred
Jones, which, being in the centre of
the city, would probably be destroyed.

Mrs. H.C. Mcdleod and
Other Canadians

TORONTO, Ont., Jan. 15.—Mrs, H. C.
McLeod, wife of the general manager
of the Bank of Nova Scotia, and her
three daughters are at present tour-
ing Jamaica, as is also Hamar Green-
wood, M. P., York, England. These
Toronto people sailed for Jamaica

January fifth, and are. probably there,

now: Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Kahle, Mrs.
M. Scott, A. H. Parker, R. H. Russell,
Cecil Conway, A. T. Blackwell,

Blackwell, Miss Blackwell, Miss Gladys
Blasckwell, G. M. Hunt and Lieut.
Goldney. i

Port Antonio Escaped

Without any Damage

BOSTON, Jan. 15.—Allen Ainslee, of
the firm of Ainslee and Grabow, pro-

| prietors of the Titchfield hotel at Port

Antonio, received a cablegram tonight
from his partner, Edward R. Grabow
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ARTHQUAKE SHAKES KINGSTON,
ITH GREAT LOSS

ST. THOMAS, D.W.I.,, Jan. 15.
—The cable station at Holland
Bay, Jamaica, reports that a
very severe earthquake occurred
there at 3.30 Monday afternoon.
The cable office was badly dam-
aged and al the land lines to
Kingston were instantly inter-
rupted. Communication by the
land lines was restored this af-
ternoon to within five miles of
Kingston. That city reports a ter-
rible earthquake on Monday af-
ternoon. The city was destroyed
and there was much loss of life.
The shocks continue. Everybody
is camping out and distress pre-
vails. Fires started at Kings-
ton immediately after the earth-
quake.

The Jamaica, Colon and the
Jamaica-Bermuda cables are in-
terrupted.
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at Port Antonio, stating that Kingston
wast shaken by an earthquake yester-
day afternoon and that a fire was
raging there.
The earthquake did no damage on
the north side of the island, where
Mr. Grabow stated that he would

' send additional advices later.

BOSTON, Jan. 15.—The officials of

the United Fruit Company received a
| cablegram from the company's repre-
;sematlve at Port Antonio this after-
{ noon,
i curred at

stating that an earthquake oc-
Kingston on Monday and
that part of the city was on fire. No
mention wis made of any loss of life.
The cablegram was sent from the
cable station at Holland Bay, which is
Jocated in the swampy section of the
island, some miles from Port Antonio.
From the tone of the cablegram the
officials of the company in this city

have been greatly exaggerated.
company’s steamer Admiral Sampson

arrived safely at Port Antonio on Mon-
day.

Reports May Prove

which has!
intimate relations with Jamaica. Hali- -

to be Exaggerated

ST. THOMAS, D. W, I, Jan. 15.—
According to further, though still
meagre, details of the Kingston earth-
quake received here, it would appear
that the first reports that the city had
been ‘‘destroyed” were exaggerated.
The fire which followed the shock was
still burning Tuesday morning, al-
though it had been confined to, certain
limits. The work of fighting the flames
was still being pursued with energy,
and in this respect the situation seem-
ed to be improving. It was thought
the fire would be under control to-
night.

The statement is made that the total
loss of life has not yet been ascertain-
ed, but a first count gives the number
of dead at less than a hundred, and
the number of wounded at several
hundred. The hospitals are filled with
injured persons, and everything pos-
sible is being done for their comfort.

The principal hotel of Kingston (pro-
bably the Myrtle Bank) and other im-
portant buildings have been destroyed
and other houses in Kingston sustain-

| ed considerable damage. The flames
‘ apparently were confined to the docks
i and the warehouse district, If this is
[ so, only a small portion of the city has
{ been burned over. No mention is made
of a continuance of the earth shocks.

Jamaica Man Now
i in the Gity.

W. L. Marsh of Jamaica is a guest
at the Royal. Mr. Marsh, with his
brother, G. W. Marsh, of Toronto, also
at the Roval, is interested in the Can-
ada-Jamaica Fruit Line, running be-
tween the island of Jamaica and St.
John and Halifax. When spoken to
last evening ocncerning the disaster, he
expressed the opinion that the reports
were much exaggerated. Mr. Marsh
based his remarks on the fact that he
had received a cablegram from Ja-
n.aica on Monday. However, it is very
likely that this cable was sent before
the earthquake shock was felt. Mr.
Marsh has interests of considerable im-
portance in the isiand. Whether or rot
these have suffered any damage has
not yet been ascertained,

Marysville Man
. Manager of B. N. S,
Q in Ruined City

Local interest is lent the event by the

fact that the Bank of Nova Scotia has

three branches in Jamaica and New
Brunswickers occupy positions in these.
C. H. Easson of the local branch of the
bank informed the Sun that A. H.
Rowley, formerly of Marysville, is at
present manager of the Kingston
branch, The other branches are at
Port Antonio and Montego Bay. These
latter places have escaped damage,
however.

Another fact which in a way connects
St. John with the ruined city is that
the street railways in both places are
controlled by the same capitalists.
Matthew Neilson of Montreal, a form-
er manager of the St. John railway,
was, before coming to this city, man-
ager of :he Kingston line.

Jamaica, its
| Population, etc

Mrs. !

Kingston, the capital and the largest
city of Jamaica, is a city about the
same size as St. John, its population

SANTIAGO, Cuba, Jan. 15.—Re-
ports have been received here that
Kingston, Jamaica, was visited by
terrible earthquake yesterday af-
ternoon at four o'clock. There was
ereat destruction of property and
loss of life, and Kingston is now
on ilre.
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believe that the reports of the calamity ;

The cablegram also stated that the
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KING ST., KINGSTON'S MAIN THOROUGHFARE>

Sir James Fergusson, Prominent British M.P..
Among the Victims--One Canadian Killed--
Hall Caine, the Novelist, and Other Dis-

tinguished Visitors in Danger.

T

being placed at 46.642 in 1891. The esti-
mated population of the whole island
lately was 806,690. At the last census
the island had a population of 639,491,
made up of the folLowing races, black \
488,624; colored or half-breed, 121, 955; |
white, 14,692; East Indles, 10,116; and
Chinese, 481. Only two per cent. are
white.

There is great variety of climate; the
mean temperature of Kingston is about
80 degrees rising to 90 degrees in the
day time and falling to 70 degrees at
night. As there is a lofty range of
mountains which run down the middle
of the island, it is possible, in a few
hours to reach a cool and deiightful
climate. From Kingston, a change of
10 degrees or 15 degrees in tempera-
ture can be attained by a ride of three!
hours.

The island was taken by the British
in 1655 and by the Treaty of Madrid, in
1670, the title of England was recog-
nized. English is universally spoken.
Since 1824 Jamaica has had a partially
elective Legzislative Council. The gov-
ernor is Sir J. A. Swettenham, K. C.
M. G., who is assisted by a privy coun-
cil and the legislative council. Jam-
aiza has 185 miles of railway and there
is a street railway in Kingston.

It is estimated that Jamaica con-
tains 2,683.520 acres. The total number
under cultivation and care in 1904 was
774,961, of which 216,221 are under til-
lage and 558,740 under pasture. Under
sugar care there are 23,871 acres, cof-
fee, 24,479; bananas, 44,325; cocoanuts,
8,561; corn, 354# cocoa, 4,628; ground
provisions, 109166; Guinea grass, 124,-
206; common pasture, 383,640, and com-
mon pasture and pimento 50,074. Cof-
fee, bananas, cocoa and ginger are
grown in abundance.

The large proportion of Jamaica ex-
ports taken by the United States is
due in a large measure to the banana
and other fruit trades, which has
sprung up of late years. The bananas
exported in 1902-3 were valued at £1,-
134,750, those for 1903-4 but &£585,283,
as a result of the cyclone. Over 98
per cent. went to the United States.

Jamaica is 90 miles south of Cuba
and a regular service is maintained be-
tween the two islands. There are also
direct lines to New York and England.
The fact of the island being in the die
rect track between the isthmus, Eng-
land and the United States gives it a
strategic trade importance -which will
be increased with the completion of
the canal.

The trade between Canada and Ja-
maica is increasing quite rapidly, Can-
adian butter and cheese have a large
sale and there is a very large tr ade in
fish. Apples, potatoes and onions arf
i also largely imported.

CONGRESS FAVORS SUBSIDIES
T0 U. S, MERCHANT MARINE

t

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15. — After a
fight which lasted all day and extend-
ed to the floor of the house, threaten-
ing to bring about much filibustering
at one time, the house committee on
merchant marine and fisheries finally
decided at 6 o’clock p. m., by a vote
of 8 to 7, to make a favorable report
on a ship subsidy bill prepared by Re-
presentative Littauer of New York as
a substitute for the Grosvenor bill,
which has been under discussion for
many weeks,

SOUTH BETHLEHEM Pan., Jan. 15
—The will of the late R. H Sayre,
formerly vice-president of the Lehigh
Valley Railroad Company, whieh has
. been admitted to probate, leaves his
iperstmal property amounting to about
$1,000,000 to his children.

Scotch Goal, and
Broad Cove Soft.

| D

C. B. COLWELL has on hand a
| stock of Bcotch Coal, and is ex-
pecting, deily, some Broad Cove
Soft.

Telephone West End, No 17, %

C. E. COLWELL, l
0ld Fort, West End

Gin

! crowded house this

ANNUAL MEETING CF
NATURAL HIS. SOGIETY

et

Senator  Ellis  Re-Elected President
A G. Leavitt, Wm. Mcintosh and
J. B Campbell Life Members

Last evening was indeed a busy one
at the new rooms of the Natural His-
tory Society, as both a regular month-
ly and annual meetings were held.

Dr. Geo. U. Hay occupied the chair
and read the regrets of the president,
Senator Ellis, who was not able to at-
tend on account of his absence from
the city, and his thanks to the society
for having conferred on him the honor
of a life membership.

The following gentlemen were elect-
ed ordinary members of the society:
Charles A. Macdonald, Alderman T.
H. Bullock, R. T. Leavitt, E. A. Smith,
Joseph Finley, W. J. S. Myles, W. E,
raymond, H. A. Doherty, Henry Pud-
dington, Jas. D. Magee and Rev. E.
Bertram Hooper.

Numerous donations were received,
including a mounted collection of
weeds, the work of Miss Francis M.
Crawford of the Kingston Consolidat-
ed school, presented by E. Allan Scho- ¢«
field; a tiger cowry, presented by Mrs.
Almand: a black ear-shell, by Mrs. A.
H. Pope; several carved -ivory orna-
ments from India by Miss M. A. Rains-
ford; a rattlesnake skin by Mrs. Jas.
Millican; tropical corals and shells by
Miss Bowman; a blackboard pointer by
A. Gordon Leavitt, and a number of

books and pamphlets for the library. A
vote of thanks \\as passed to the
donors.

The report of the council on the

yvear’s work of the society made ex-
tremely interesting reading and in de-
tail gave the work of all the committees
as well as the general operations, viz:
the purchase and alteration of the new
premises and the removal of the so-
ciety’s - collections.

The treasurer’'s report showed that
the year’s transactions had been the,
heaviest in the history of the soniety,
and also that the financial condition
was healthy.

The society now has a total member-
ship of 267—256 per the report and elev-
,en elected last evening.

The following are the officers elect-
ed for the ensuing year: Hon. John V.
Ellis, president; Dr. G. U. Hay and Dr.
Geo. F. Matthew, vice-presidents; A.
Gordon Leavitt, treasurer; W. L. Mec-
Diarmid, secretary; W. L. Ellis, M.
librarian; Wm. MeclIntosh, J. W.
Banks and Jas. A. Estey, curators;
J. Roy Campbell, H. G. Addy, M. D.,
and W. F. Burditt, additional members
of council.

Reports were read from commiitees
recommending A. Gordon Leavitt and
Wm McIntosh for life membership, on
account of distinguished services to the

Society, and on being elected as suc *h,
both made suitable replies in acknowl-
sizment of the honor conferred on
them.

J. Roy Campbell was also ma de a life
member on account of a dona ion to
the soeiety.

An acknowledgment of the confer-
ring of life membership was made From
Prof. '\W. K. .Gancmg

-

TENKYSON SMITH BLAMES

THE FEDERAL GOVERKMENT §

]
{

(Special to the Star.)
FREDERICTON, N. B, Jan. 15—
E. Tennyson Spmith had another
evening at the
Opera House. - Mr. Smith's subject
was the “Tug of War’'  In his re:
marks he -strongly criticized the Do-
minion government for putting on its
statute book a law like the Scott Act
and yet «t the same time allowinz the
canteens in our barracks. The tug of
war was similar to that enacted in

! other cities,

AMERICA HAS SLOW
PARALYSIS SAYS HILL

P

MINNEAPG.LIS, Minn., Jan. 15—This
country is facing, in a commercial

sense, the disease one might call slow
paralysis,” declared James J. Hill,
President of the Great Northern R. R.,
at the opening session of the Northe
western Lumbermen’s Assoclation; toe
day. Continuing Mr. Hill said:

“The railroads today are blamed for
everything, practically that is wrong.
The Great Northern road is blamed. I
am blamed because it is intimated that
I own the Great Northern Railroad.
The truth of the matter is that I own
less than seven per cent. of the stock
of the Great Northern Railroad. There
are 3200 shareholders in the company,
1100 of whom are women. You never
knew that before, but that is the situa=
tion and when we ask our shareholders
to subscribe $60,000,000 more stock to
our already large capital in order that
we may build more trackage to carry
the business of the west to the east,
we are made defendant in a sidit
brought by the State of Minnesota.”

In discussing the congestion of trafs
fic on the northern roads, Mr. Hill
said:

“At this txme, when the lumber bus-
jness is a constantly increasing factor,
the lumber trades of the country is bes
ing concentrated on the forests of
‘Washington_and Oregon. I was talking
to the president of the Northern Pas«
cific within a month. Their capaeity is
measured by the tunnel through the
Cascade range. Everything working
fairly, good grade and good rails, they
can get from 300 to 350 cars a day in
each direction, and that is all they can
move through that &ole, and often they
are called on to move six hundred or
seven hundred cars a day.

“The remedy today is more trackage
facilities and we cannot increase those
facilities without more money. It is
not more cars, but more movement of
cars already in use which will solve
the car shortage problem.”

CPPOSE JUDICATURE ACT.

S, "

It was decided at a meeting of 3
number of provincial barristers yester=
day, that it would not be advisable to
pass the new judicature act. A coms
munication signed by those present
was sent to Allan O. Earle requesting
that a meeting of the Barristers’ Society
be called for the further consideration
of the matter.

A number of the barristers are op-
posed to the passing of the act as they
claim that under it, too many applica=
tions must be mdde to the judge dwre
ing a suit.

Railroad advertising has induced
thousands of farmers to visit every se=
tion of our country.—G. H. Daniels, G.
P AN Y. C&H B R R
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ASTORTA—-Stylish, without
being extreme.
large puff scarf.

Looks best with

Ample  room
between points. 1% inches at
back. Chafeless neck -fit in

Quarter Sizes

Even a cotton foreign collar has
surface looks; but for wear’s
sake get collars made of IRISH
linen, for serv1ce. Doubly-sewn
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