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: 'ADMINSTIEATXON OF XUKON.
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jBelow wills be fdund . in.‘eondensed
form the charges made against the ad-
ministration of the Yukon by Sir Hib-

bert Tupper and others, together with
the answers given in Parliament and
elsewhere. Although the charges, like
the answers, are stated in as'few words
as possible, an effort has been made to
state them fairly, and it is believed they
cover the entire field of attack upon the
Yukon management.

Cost of Living.

Charge 1—That the officials were paid
“ordinary Eastern salaries” in a region
where the cost of living was exorbitantly
high. Hence many succumbed to temp-
tation.

Answer—The officials were provided at
government expense with board and ledg-
ing. The high - cost of living did not,
therefore, concern them. Officials hired
in the Yukon asked and were paid less
than the officials sent frgm Ottawa re-
ceived.

Municipal and Sanitary Work.

2—The government, +whilst drawing
large revenues from the Yukon, did noth-
ing in the way of municipal or sanitiry
work for Dawson. The upshot was that
disease broke out.

Answer—Jt Js not usually the business
of  the Dominlon government ‘to perform
municipal or sanitary work. .Inthe earl-
ter days of Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba
and British Columbia, frontier commnni-
ties formed committees, and subscribed
funds for the purvose of doing such

work; until~suc¢h time as - they obtatasd > PR "However, My, “Sifton Pt a 'stop o1 PIt wds Farther ifeged that - material wit-
‘nesses had left the ceuntry.
- zep ‘editors said 'nothing abeut the' ab-
gence ‘gf mdterial wittiesses “when they
" fited ‘the 'chiarges, - and “expressed their
“willingness ‘to proceed, ‘only a few days
" before.

municipal powers. Disease has not
been more rife in Dawson than in other
mining camps of similar size. As a mat-
ter of fact, the government has denc
work orginarily performed by municipal
cowneils” From June to December, 1898,
$44,000 was spent in grants to -hospitals,
care of indigents, work on roads and
trails, fire: engines, etc. Between Jan-
uary 1, 1899, and February 16, the Yu-
kon Cowmcil had .authorized an expendi-
ture of $60,000 for hospitals, sanitary
purposes, fire engines, etc.;-and an addi-
tional expenditure of $23, 00 on roads,
trails and local public. works, Seventy-
five per cent. of the patients cared for
in the hospitals at government expense
are aliens i
Agsessing the - Saloons.

Charge 3—That Mr. Wade ‘blackmailed
saloon . keepers into subscribing for St.
‘Mary's Hospital. '“1 d@m informed,” ‘said
Sir Hibbert, “that Wade would go into
a ‘saloon and ask for s certain’ subscrip-
tion’ for the hospital, ‘and" if ‘the saloon-
keeper replied ‘that ‘the sum asked wis
beyond his means, Wdde would say: ‘It
either :neans giving ‘that amount for the
hoipital of having your license eancelled
and'the saloon closed up.’ ”

" Answer—St. Mary’s Hospital,” & Ro-
man “Catholic " institution, was the first
hospital established at” Dawson.  In the
summer of 1898 Father’ Judge ‘nofified
the loal officials that, unless help wis
immediaetly provided, he’ should have to
close the hospital for lack of funds.  The
Yukon ‘Cotincil at once subscéribed $5,000.
The ‘saloons and' gambling hotses were
‘asked to contribute $500 each. The Klon-
dike Nigget, a paper which has opposed
ths Ciriadian adniinistration of the Yu-
kon from the beginning, put the matter
this’ way in"its ‘issue of July 12, '1808:
“The gambling roows in town, as being
the clags neither taxed nor paying. roy-
al'm"’ﬁ‘ﬂftf{é'en assessed’ $500 each for
the $amé benevolent purpose.” The Nug-
get dpproved of the action of the local
officials. ‘The suggestion ~‘that such
places should e assessed was made in
the Yukon ‘Council by Mr. Davis, col-
Tector of customs at Dawson. Mr. Davis
was Formerly M.P. for “Alberta; and'is a
Congervative, He 'and Mr. Wade col-
Jected the asseséments, which' were paid
without complaint. This method of rais-
ing money for charitable purposes is fre-
quently resorted to in mining camps.

Secrecy .of  Mr.. Fawcett's Office.

4-The -books,  etc.; in- the ' recorder’s
offics’ at Dawson were kept-secret, ap-
paréntly «in ‘érder'that the public.unght
be compelled: to' pay ‘for information..

Asiswer—The regulations under which
MMr. Faweett conduected: his- office wave
tliose: which: were 'in forée under the
forimer government.
cidl secpecy’ of secrecy of ‘any kind prac-
tided: * “The -original mining- records of
the ‘gold commiissioner’s - office consisted
oF sheets of foolscap paper. ' There were
no Beaoks except a eash book, where re-
ceipts were entered. The records on sep:
ardta folscip sheets were formed - anto
fites, enchi file dealing with the claims on
Sonie-particular treek. At the outset the
filéd” were handed to all’ who desired to
seé-thein; which led o their being torn
and mutitatbd When the rush set in; it
wWag linconvenient ‘for’ the ‘clerks to' . on-
tine Han@ing out the files to' the crowd.
since they were:/constantly usﬂig them:
Wheén “an application for a claim was
made, the clerks had to consult the files
to ‘mee if ‘the claim had or had not been
aireddy: taken. ‘The clérks found, how-
ever, ‘that “speculators demanded ‘to see

thé “ofiginal files simply for the purpose

of gétting at the vaecant claims, “Hav-
ing ‘obfained this information, they sold
it iti fhe street, in some instancesboast-
ing ‘that they had procured it throngh
“haviag a pull at the office.” Much con-
fusion resulted at first from the want of

sufveys and plans, which' often rendered

it impossible for the officials to give in-
formation to bona fide applicants. Later,
new offices were built and more survey-
Ors 3mployed. When the government
proposed to employ surveyors to survey

claims, Hon. George E. Foster objected.

In his opinion the person staking a claim
ought to do his own surveying. Had tpis
practice been adopted, the confusion
woull have been intolerable.
Liquor Permits.
5—“To my knowledge,” said S8ir Hib

bert, “fees have been obtained by IL.ib-
eral solicitors to the extent of $ou0 for

merely obtaining from the Interior De-

partment for clients a permit to sell
liquor in the Territories.”” In another
place Sir Hibbert said that “a heeler

and & friend of theirs (the government’s) |
in the city of Victoria, also a member[

of the Bar, ‘was able to charge and col-
Ject a fee of $500 because -he was able,
by telegram and by a letter, to obfain
from the minister a permit for his client
to send liquor into the Yukon.”
Answer—Asked by the Minister of the
Tnterior for the names of the lawyer and
client referred to, Sir Hibbert declined
to give them, Obviously, the minister
ought not to be held responsible for what
may have taken place without his know-

There ‘was no spe- |

i ledge between a, lawyer and . client  in
British “Ooltrmbia. A{e a ‘matter of fact,
singe Augist, 1807, 'when Major Walsh
was appointed, Mr. Sifton has issued
but five liquor permits for the Yukon,
and none of them permits for commercial
purposes, i.e., for the ’sale of ligquor. Tv_he
North West Territorial government is-
sued permits aggregating 60,000 gallons.
The Department of Justice ruled that
Territorial permits were valid, Only two
British Columbia lawyers, so-far as the
Dominion is aware, have interested
themselves in permits. In = one case,

| where liquor forwarded under a Tearri-
torial permit had been stopped in tran-
sit by the Mounted Police, a lawyer, now
on the Bench, telegraphed to the depart-
ment asking that the police should be
instructed to let the liquor proceed. In
the other case, s British Columbia 1aw-

" yer, Mr. Peters, Sir Hibbert's law part-
ner requested a friend in Ottawa (Sir
Iouis Davies) to obtain a permit for a
person ‘whose name he gave. On another
occasion, Mr. Peters made a request
through the same channel, for a perrait
for another person. TIn both instances
Mr. Peters’ requests were refused. A
permit was issued by Mr, Sifton to a
firm of traders, in July, 1897, at the ‘in-

stance of Hon. J. H. Tarner, then Prem-
ter  of British Columbia. This was a'
commercial permit. ' But this was prior
~to Major Walsh’s appointment. More-
" over, Mr. Turner is not ' a lawyer. ..l
told, between January 1 and August 31,
1897, eight commercial permits, cover-
ing "8,000 gallons, ' were granted in pur-
suance of the policy adopted in that re-
gard by the department from the first
regular establishment of Canadian au
thority in' the Yukon. After August,

fogaether to the issue of commercial per-
mits.
Leasing the Waterfront.

6—That a fraud was perpetrated by
certain officials in leasing. the waterfront
of Dawson. The lessees, it is alleged,
draw “a gross ineome of-about $10,000
a month, .or $120,000 a year, for a gov-
ernment rental of $30,000 a year.” -Sir
Hibbert seems to imply that some of the

officials profited by 'this transdction; at ke it

any rate, that the gevernment have fa
vored certain persons to the extent of
$90,000 a year.

Answer—The . lease was made by
Messrs. Fawcettrand Wade., It was
given to the highest tander out of five

l bids. The object in leasing the water-
{ front was partly ‘to obtain . a  revenue
from land 'lying idle,” but more particu-’
larly to insure improvements, sanitary
and otherwise, in that part of the town.
"Sidewalks and other conveniences have
been erected by the lessees, who have
also had the place cleaned and improved.
They have no monopoly. 'as alleged; of
the waterfront. Streets have been run
through the property to the river and re-
serves held by the government for steam-
‘boat landings, wharves, sawmills, and
ather purposes. Np official, so far as
known, had any pecuniary interest, di-
re~t or indirect, in' the transaction. ‘The
charge was investigated by Mr. Ogilvie
and found to be baseless. Sir Hibbert
appeared to think, he certainly left ‘the
impression ‘upon the House, that the
lease had ‘been granted for a term of
“years. ‘As a matter of fact, it is termin-
able &t a month’s’ notice; The ‘allega-
tion ‘that the lessees are making $90.000
a year out eof it, is ‘nnfounded. It is
doubtful if they are making much more
‘than the rental, $2,500 per month, which
they' pay the goveriietit. Mr. Ogilvie
Would' indoubtedly “have canéélled 'the
Tease bétore ‘this if ‘the ‘government had
been’ losing money By it.
- Charge Against Major Walsh.

T7—Sir Hibbert - preferred a chav*ge
of a very serious' nature against Major
Walsh, the' former commissioher of ‘the
Yukon, namely; that ‘he “was Tiving
apen - drunkenness  and immorality,  dis-
gracing : the: Quben's: name #nd anthcr-
ity,” . Jllsewhere ‘Sir Hlibbert 'read a
statement “charging' Major’ 'Walsh' with
improper relationis’ with a" woniian namdéd
| Eticille Hitiott; at a time when Luvilte

| Eftiott ‘and’ one of more of her friends
were interested il &' trial over the stak-
ing of claims. In reply to' Sir Wilt-id
Lavrier, Sir* Hibbert ‘safd” that the' state-
; ment just’ referred’ to’ was a statement
not signed by anyone, and 'that; as to “he
other matters, he was but repeating what
heé had been told. -~
“ Answer—In a ‘letter ‘to’ Mr. = Sifton,
| written sinice this ‘charge’ against him
' was made by Sir’ Hibbert, Major Walsh
peremptorily” denies it., He is known
throughout the Dominion, ‘and a great
many pefsons ean votich that he is an
excecdingly ‘tethperite ‘man, if not a to-
tal abstaiher. Aside from his denial, no
one acquainted with him will credit the
story ‘that he was addicted to'drink; or
. that,“ag’ Sir Hibbert states, he ordered
" an Englishman, bearing a letter from
Lord Strathcona,  out"of his office while
“drunk and besotted.” “The charge com-
cerning his relations with the woman Lu-
i cille ‘Elliott, is emphatically contradicted
by Major Walsh.
! Partisanship of Officials.
| ~8=Ali or most of the officials' connect-
ed with’thé Yukon were partisans of the
presént government.
" Answer—Major Walsh “was appointed
commissioner ' on account of his former
excellent service in the Mounted Police.
| Mv. Fawcett was appointed gold com-
. missioner on the recommiendation of the
surveyor-general, in whose department
e had been for years. Capt. Harper,
who was in charge of the postoffice, had
1‘ for years been an officer of the Mounted
. Police. Judge Maguire, the judge of 1he
" Yukon, was appointed #6 the Bencn of
the Northwest Territories by Sir John
| Macdonald. <Collector Davis, a member
of the Yukon Council, had been a Con-
servative member of parliament. Capt.
Coastantine, the officer who commanded
, the Mounted Police until May, 1898, vas
|at one time employed by the Norguay
government in Manitoba; he had been
. an officer «f the Mounted Police for
| some years before going to the Yukoa..
| Mr.' Wade, who went up as law officer,
! was a Winnipeg lawyer, whose standing
and character were vouched for by Mr.
| William J, Tupper; Sir [Hibbert’s broth-
er. These were the principal officials in
i the Yukoneat the time when Sir Hibbert
alleges that it was ruled by “unscruptl-
| ous scoundrels,” who “robbed and tryan-
| nized” and “acted in every respect dis-
! honorably and eorruptly.” Yet if Major
| Walsh and My. Wade were Liberals, the
rest must bé classed as Conservatives.
Alleged Delay in Investigating.
9—The minister did not take steps to
inquire .into the. charges made against
officiald until “drivento do so by pub-
li¢ -opinion.” A ;

i Answer—The ' charges first assumed’

tangible form in. the Miners’ Petition,
signed at Dawson and dated Aungust 25,
1898. This document, addressed toithe
Premier, was received at the Department
of the Interior on October 6. Oun Oc-
tober 7 an order-in-council ‘was - passed
issuing a royal commission to Mr. Ogil-
vie, who had succeeded Major- Walsh
some time before, whereby he was em-
powered to institutg ap enquiry mvt_.) ,the
charges thus set forth. The commission
was’ “sent to Mr. Ogilvie by a special
messenger.
by the freezing of the rivers ‘between
Lake Lebarge and Dawson, so that ‘he
commission did not reach Mr. Ogilvie
until January. So soon as it arrived,
however, he issued a proclamation, print-
ed copies of which were posted through-
out the Yukon country, notifying all saa
sundry of his' purpose to hold an en-
quiry, and inviting them to bring for-
ward their charges. On February 5 the
editors of the Nugget brought six
charges -against Mr. Fawecett. Mr.
Fawecett was absent at the time. On his
return he asked that the charges should
be investigated forthwith. The Nugget

‘editors requested a delay of ten days in

order that they might procure witnesses
on their side, which was granted. The
enquiry was begun on February 22. T'he
Miners’ Committee was represented by
two meémbers of the Miners’ Association.
These two members -had signed the Min-
ers’ Petition. At the end of two days
the Nugget’s charges against Mr. Faw-

‘cett were’ abandoned ‘on the ground that

the commission limited the eaguiry to
matters dceurring not later than August
25, the date of ‘the petition. Yet: all but
one of the. charges related to matters
which 'had ocecarred - before -August 25.

The Nug-

Limitation of the Enquiry.
10--The’ limitation ‘of the enquiry to
matters occurring  prior to  August 20
shswed that the minister  wished “to

Answer—Necessarily ‘the ‘engdiry ‘had
to'‘hiave &’ begiving and' ‘@an end. -'The

" royal” cominisSion issued to  Mr! Ogilvie
authorized "hini ‘to -Jeal’ with the chdrges -

conitained ‘in"the Miners” Petition, which
was dated August 25. ‘No“other charges
wera before ‘the’department, 'Bhd none
in “exigétnee anywhere, “éxcept *“those
mkde by persons who had but répeated
strest gossip, and” whose chinges, vague
as ‘they were, were in many “ingtances
not even supborted by their own names.
the repofters who :iatérviewed them
merely’ describing them as “a miner re-
turned from Dawson,” “A business man
who had received a letter from a Friend
in the Yukon,” and so on. Moreover,
an ‘enquiry .into matters that had taken
place down to August 25 covered the
period of Major Walsh’s administration.
Had: Mr. Ogilvie, who arrived at Daw-
son on September 5, been authorized to
investigate matters which had occurred
after August- 25, it might have been
said, in truth, that. Mr. Ogilvie was in-
vestigating Mr. Ogilvie. Before the
Nugget charges were withdrawn, when
the point ‘was first raised that the en-
quiry could, not embrage - eveants
August 25, Mr. Ogilvie andounced that
he: was desirous of investigating “every-
thing that- ¢ould be brought' forward;
‘that whilst he had ne power to comipel
witnesses to answer questions about mut-
ters oecurring after August 25; he should
be' gind to receive titeir testimony, nn-
der the ordinary riles of ‘evidénce; ‘dnd
to ‘tréat it, ‘as “far as’ possible, a§ if it
were evidence brought ont-under the au-
thority of the ‘royal' ‘commiisgion. ‘Fur-
ther; he told the Nugget editors: in ‘tourt
‘that hé weuld 8o dny length they HiKed in

investigating’the charges s6 long as they |

did hot ‘compel Him ' t¢' take ‘hotice offi-
cially thiat the period betng inquiréd ihto
was a period ‘subseqaent ‘to" Augiist 235;
thait ¥ they would not ask ‘questions nx-
ing’‘the date, he wonld procesd with the
.enquiry,- even' if ‘the transac¢tion which

as ‘béing inquired into tdok place aiter |

August 25, (8¢ the Klohdike” Miner,

March 8) “Nevéitheless,' aicnough five

ot of “thé six charges” bore on matters
which' 'took place before Aughst 25, all
six” were abandoned on"the ground that
Mr. Ogilvie ‘had no aithority to imynire
into matters’ which had faken place af-
ter August 25.

The Miners': Charges: '

' ‘11—Nvo ‘idvestigation has taken place |

of "the“clarges contdined in the Miners’
Pétition o#_sutnst 25.

Answer—When the enguiry was open-

ed in February, the two representatives
of the Miners’ Association, Messrs. Me-
Dougall and Armstrong, brought wit-
nesses to substantiate Some of the act
casations made inthe Miners' Petition.
Hearsay 'evidence was ' admitted. Mr.
Ogilvie invited tha spectaters in comct to
put gnestions to the witnesses, and' to
bring forward new charges if they Had
any. He allowed both the" représenta-
tives of the Miners’ Assodiation and the
editors-)f the Nugget the widest latitude.
The Kiondike Miner, ‘which is in ‘no
sense a 'government organ, said in s is-
sue¢ of Mar:h- 3, 1898<«in which issne,
by the way, it’' sevérely ctiticises some of
the government’s regulations:
It is perhiaps act ‘putting it too strongly
to say that five-sixths' of ‘all’ that has
been ‘told is rumor and knowledge: that
a much: larger percentagé was not' rele-
vant or material to the issuei and that
the gontlemen carrying on the’ prosecu-
tion almost invariably asked leading and
sugg >stive 'quedtions, putting the words
desired inte the withesses” movths. Q res-
tions nalling for witnesses’ dpinions and
conclusions; ' instead of facts, and ans-
wers giving opinions &nd conclusions con-
stitated a very large part of the testi-
mony. ‘Should ‘these matters ever have
to be thrashed over in a court of justice,
not on: word'int ten, as given in the pres-
ent’ examnation, will be pérmitted to go
as e-idence. )

Evidently a' judicidl enquiry would not
have proved so efficient a means for
eliciting’ the trath as Mr. Ogilvie's elas-
tic inquisition. \All that the representa-

tives of thé Miners’ Association succeed-.

ed in cstablishing was that persons had
paid money to a half-breed janitor at the
goll cothmissioner’s office. In one case.

the money, as the witness who. paid it

acknowledged, seems to have been slip-
ped- into the janitor’s pocket without his
knowledge. Other witnesses swore, how-
evet, they had paid meney directly to
the: janitor to allow them in-during the

“daily. rush,.. Amnother .charge, -that ‘ohe
Donelly had paid money to a ‘Mounted®

Policeman at the door of the gold-eorn-
missioner’s office, which was published in

The messenger”was ‘aelaved’

‘after -
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the Nugget (Sept. 3) that he did mot give
‘the money to -a. policemsn, but' to the
janitor. A witness named Wilkinson
swore that he had paid money through

his lawyer, Mr. Lisle, to Mr. Hurdman, |

an official of the gold commissioner’s
office, for working overtime in preparing
a plan of claims.
called, said the work done by Hurdman
after office hours was worth more than
the sum’ paid forit. These were the only
cases involving officials brought out by
the - witnesses ecalled on behalf of the
Miners’ Assogi#tton. It is important to
note here that, so soon as he arrived at
Dawson, on Sept. 5, 1898, Mr. Ogilvie
employed detectives in ‘the various pub-

lic offices, more especialy in the gold com- :
missioner’s office and in' the postoffice,

for the purpose of ascertaining if, as al-
leged, ‘“‘crookedness” existed among the
officials. At the enquiry he made use of
such information as the detectives had
obtained. As a matter of fact, however,
the detectives had not succeeded, any
more than the Nugget editors or the Min-
ers’ Association, in securing evidence to
show that crookedness did exist. The
principal discovery they made was that
a number of persons had recorded claims
'without having staked them, although,
as required by the regulations, they had

made affidavit in the gold commissioner’s |

oftice that they had staked them. Some
of these persons had been complaining .n
the newspapers of maladministration on
the part of the officials. Seven or eight
of them have since been arrested for per-
jury in connection with the recording of
their claims, and committed for trial.

The Charges Against Mr. Fawcett.

The Klondike Nugget has accused
Mr.. Fawgett. of having , compelled  two
women to pay $2,000 to Alexander Mec-
Donald before permitting thém to re-
cord a claim. In another case, quoted
at length by Mr. Macdanold, M.. P. for
Kings’s, P. E. 1, and also by Mr.
| Borden, M. P. for Halifax, in their
' speeches in the House, Mr, Semple, one
,.of the editers of the Nuggett, alleg?d
that a toll was levied on persons: desir-
ing to do business in the gold commis-
sioder’s office, the tolls ranging from
$5 to $25. These charges are contained
in the list of six brought by the Nugget,
against Mr, Fawcett. The list, as
printed in the Nuggett of February 8,
1899, reads as follows:

1. That Thomas Fawecett did will-
fully  mianipulate’ his powers, real and
dssumied, in the matter of closing and,
‘opening * of ' Dominion ' creek . bench
claims,” to the defraudihg of the min-
ers and the benefit of officidls and their
friends. )

2. ThHat' at the time pending the is-
suance of permits to prospect as per
his own noticé of ‘July’ T1th, 1898, at
10 a,  m,, he did willfally deviate from
‘his said notice and issue a permit to
‘Mrs.. Emma Koch, '

3. That Mr, Fawcett ' was'. unfair

and unjust to the miners throagh his

office in that when, through ignorance
on: the part -of the ' said ‘- mjners, or
through incompetence on the part of
the gold commissioner’s -office, -two
applications were -entertained for the
same ground -and both parties paid the
entrance fee of $15, the fee of the mis-
led d4nd unsuccessful applicant was re-
fused to be returned to him,

Messrs. Charles K., Zorn,” and An-
drew Nelson were both "allowed to ‘re-
cord- the same claim, Number 11 above
on’ All- Gold., The gold -commissioner
“1efused to return the money to Nel-
son, although the eclaim: went to-Zern.

4, That Mr. Fawcett did- use hisof-
fieial powers for the benefit .of. . per-
sonal friends -and to the' prejudice of
free. miners as in-the case of the Do-

umfinion. creek . claim = of -Mrs. Miner,
when ' he compelled her to pay Alexan-
der“M¢Donald ‘the sum of two thous-

and ‘dollars before allowing her to re-

cord a cldim she had asked.
5 THat while the public was being
denied access to the records or any ‘n-
formation =~ - regarding tinrecocded
groand, ' Thomas ‘'Fawcett did prepare
and“catise’ to' be“ préparéd” miore -r less
complete lists of vacant ground, which
he  distributed to friends.
6. That an eéntrancé fee was charged
and’ collected 'at ‘his office.
Dited at Dawson, Y. T., thig 6th day
“of February, 1899;
E. C. Aller for the Nugget,
Complaint.

Answer—As said above, these
charges = were abandoned by the Nug-

ter two days had been spent in taking
evidence, -on the groeund that Mr.: Ogil-
vie could: not take “cognisance of mat-
ters which oécurred’ after - August 25.
As it happened, the charge respecting
the case of Alexander McDonald =and
Mrs. Miner was the only case of the lot
dating after ‘August 25. The first three
charges in the Nugget list relate to a
copflict of opinion- between Mr. Fawecett
on the oné hdnd“and Major- Walsh"and
the ‘majority of the’ Yukon council ot
that “day ‘on "the other. 'Mr, Fawcett
teok: the ‘ground - that - the -hills and
'benehes. of Dominion~ cteek should- not
be closed. He was overruled by the
majority of the couhcil, yet the Nugget
undertook t@ hold him’ responsible for
the ‘detion” of 'thé' majority and for' the
éotigequenced’ restlting  theréfrom.’ Any
member' of parliament '¢an’ obtain "the
corr tidénce ‘which passed ' between
Major Wilsh ‘and Mr, Fawcett' on’ this
subject by ‘moving for it. There was
no ‘dorruption or corrupt - intent what-
ever on'the part of anyone.’ The Nug-
get ‘editors at the 'Ogilvie enquiry
were not able, -therefore, to produce any
evidence ' of corruption on Mr. Faw-
cett's part.

Charge 5 of the Nugget list, that Mr.
Fawcett ' prepared lists of vacant
ground which he distributed amongst
friends, could not be maintained ' by
the Nugget editors at the Ogilyie en-
quiry. It was untrue on its face for
the simple reason that, with thousands
of men prospecting all over the Yukon
country, it was impossible for Mr. Faw-
cett or any other official to know where
the vaeant. grounds were, or indeed
whether there were any vacant grounds,
the region not having been surveyed.

or fee for admission to Mr. Faweett's

paragraph 11.) .

There remains charge 4 of the' Nug-
get list, ‘that respecting the McDonald-
Miner case. A synopsis‘ of this case is
given in the Klondike Miner of March
3 last.. Briefly stated, an . application
for a claim on .Dominion

Otie Birt had staked " and recotded the
claim ‘in 1897, ‘but’ hdd ‘not workdd it
fof niné months, and it was consequent-
Iy’ Vdeant.
‘advanced Birt $2,000 on the undérstand-

Mr. Lisle, who was'

get editors at the Ogilvie enq}:iry, af-

Charge 6 of the Nugget list, that a toll L fhils et b
jthis claim but got it by purchase, andg | i i
office was exacted fromr the public, -has | : | may be added- that at no time in |

been investigated by Mr. Ogilvie. (See |

_ n creek ‘was
made by Mrs, Miner and Mrs, Kelly, !

Alexander’ MeDondld had |

ing ‘that ‘the claim -was secarity for
. Birt's note for that amount., Me-
| Donald’s brother, Donald McDonald,
! was "restaking the claim at the same
day and the same hour as Mrs. Miner
and Mrs. Kelly., Mr, Fawcett ruled
that the claim could not be recorded
either for the MeDonalds or for Mrs.
Miner or Mrs Kaelly until the matter
had been heard in the:gold commission-
er's court, He mentioned incidentally
that Alexander McDonald had -advanc-
i ed $2,000 to Birt on the strength of the
i elaim, in order to show the two womeh
' that it would be necessary to hear the
McDonalds’ account of the affair. Upon
this the Nugget based its charge that
Mr. Fawcett -had compelled the women
to pay $2,000 to Alexander McDonald,
the implication being that Mr. Fawcett
had received a share of the money., What
happened was that the two MecDonalds,
the two women and Mr. Kelly, the hus-
band of one of them, came together of
their own accord and settled the dispute
amicably, the women assuming the in-
debtedness of $2,000 in the proportion of
$1,000 each, and Alexander MecDonald
agreeing to take an option from them
for the sale of' the claim for $30,000.
McDonald turned over Birt’s note for
$2,000 to the women.

The Leblanc and Other Charges.

i 13. Sir Hibbert Tupper charges (Han-
sard, p. 795), on the strength of an al-
leged newspaper interview with Dr. Le

i Blane, that Dr. LeBlanc “staked a good
bench claim on Bonanza, but lost it by

( not standing in -with the officials.” He

. also charges in effect (p. 798) that a
ring of government officials deprived one

 Denelly of a claim which they gave im-

“propérly -to Andy Nelson and FLucille
- Eliot. - He ' also charges" (p. T795) " that

ian oﬂ:ici?l named Hurdman in the gold

{ commissioner’s
interest from one Murdock for recording
in- his name a eclaim which belonged
by right to another person, Mrs. Du-
bois;

E Answer.—Mr. Rifton states that Dr.

i LeBlanc called at his office on returning

| from ‘the Yukon last summer, but said

“nothing to'him or to any officer of the
. department about having lost a claim.
|'Dr. LeBlanc returned  to ‘the Yukon a

"few weeks ago.

;'who ‘was on his way out, at Skagway.

;Mr. Fawcett says: Dr; LeBlanc expres-

~ed the deepest sympéthy, ‘with me on ac-

tcount of ‘the false ‘Féports which ‘had

’be_en circulated . through /the -press ‘and
said that'ne perspn-acquainted with e
‘believed them for a moment. ' Heé made
no’ refetence whatever tohis having lost

. & clapim’ through not standing in -with

| the" offivials. . -Had ‘Dr. LeBlanc lost a

eclaim inthat manmner, I am certain he
would have mentioned it to me and ask-

;ed. for an investigation.” As to the
‘Donelly -case, the decision in ‘favor of

‘_Neison and Eiliot, réndered 'in” the first

i-instance by Judge ‘Maguire, was-review-

ed at Ottawa,-both sides being Tepre
| sented by ‘eoumsel, by the Minister of

' Justice, the Secretary of State and the
Minister of the Interior, sitting in open
court. These three lawyers ' unani-
mously- decided that Judge Maguire's
decision was a sound and proper one.

| The charge ' against Mr. Hurdman
has been investigated by Mr. Senkler,

. the ‘new : gold commissioner. - It ap-

. peared from ‘the testimony that a bill
of sale for a part interest in the claim
referred to was ‘pushed through the
wieket to Mr, -Hurdman, who, "by the
way, had nothing to do with recording
claims, but was employed to make de

¢ seriptions of them. . Hurdman showed

~the bill of sale to..one of his fellow
clérks .at the time and then threw it
into the stove. Murdock stated at the
enquiry that he snpposed that if he gave
something to -the officials it might assist

.him in future transactions, The Nug-

get. was constantly - telling people. that

such was the practice; Mr. Senkler

i fp}_md that there had been no-corruption
on the part of Hurdman or of any other
officigl’ with respect to this transac-
tion. "He blamed Hurdman, however,
for baving meglected to inform Mr.
lf'nw"cett, the gold commissioner at the
tithe, "that an ‘attéempt had been made

' to bribe’ him. * What' purported to be
the'evideénce ifi this ciise’ was read from

| the "N'trgget by Mr. Borden, M. P. for

Halifax (Hansard, p. '919). ./ The Nug-

| get’s” report wis - ‘unfair- and garbled.

Mr.- Senkler suspended - Hurdman when
bhe_ coémplaint ‘against him' was made,

i but Feinstated' thim “at the close of the

enquiry, :
Cases” of alléged 'official corruption in

or in’-conneetiod with the géld com-

! missioner’s office’ are’ brought at second

i hand by “Sif ' Hibbert ' Tupper ' and ' Mr.

3B_orden, it* which ‘names of persons are

‘given' by way of authenticating them.

| ®hus the ‘Hames of Capt. Caddell, M.

: B. C. Woodford, William' Haslig, Arthur

" Brown, John~Statton, etc., are given in
support of c¢ertain accusations. As a

;m’n"ttefr of- fact, .no such persons and mo

| sueh -cases - or complaints have ever

. beeri’ ‘heard of at the gold cemmission-

i er's office. It is'impessible, ‘therefore,
: to ‘make a reply.

'( of “the use made of the names of un-

! known ‘pefsons, Sir < Hibbert ‘Tuppér

! charged (p. 802)) that Gougan & Pea-

i body, brokers, of Dawson, - gave one
Clarence Talmadge a slip of paper for
which hé paid $10, and which admitted

thim to the gold commissioner’s office.

In answer to this Mr. Fawcett says:

“I never-heard: in my life of Talmadge,

ior of Gougin & Peabody. Such a

| charge has never appeared, so far as T

' know, in the Nugget. No such charge

was made by the Miners’ Association,

the Nugget editors or anyone else at

Mr. Ogilvie’'s enquiry or any where else

that I know of.” In other cases, where

the names of persons who really exisr
are given, the circumstances are found
to' be twisted out' of all shape, For

| instance Sir Hibbert (p. 787 and p. 802)

relates the complaint of a Miss Cash-

man,; who, it is said, staked a claim on

French Hill and had to convey a haif

interest in it to Belle Mulroony before

Capt. Norwood, inspector = of mines,

would record it for her.

that Miss Cashman owned a claim, not

joining claim owner. She did not stake
applied to Capt, Norwood to determine
the boundary between her claim and
that of the adjoining owner,
wood' and Mr. Barwell, Dominion lana
surveyor, “adjusted the boundary bv ro-
' establishing -the posts after taking evi-
dence.” Miss Cashman was dissatisfied
with their decision. This is an ordinary
case for investigation at the gold com-
missioner’s court, Mr.' Barwell filed
stitutory declarations that he had re-
establishéd " the” posts where they origs
inally stood. 5

He met Mr. Fawecett,.

As a further example’

Capt. Nor- | others as took place to the Yuk

office, obtained a third-

! der- of claims,

_ case,  therefore,

“Columbia- duritig that-period.

lenged. For example, on Augyc o
1898, one P. O. Norberg, a Scasp. ~
an, made .a statutory declaration (}
had obtained from Hurdman, ‘
gold commissioner’s office, a livt ¢
recorded claimsfon’ Sulphur creel i)
which “Tist “6ne Kreuzner haq i, N
berg’s presence paid Hurdmuan \17
ounce of gold dust). This deciyp,,
was printed and, of course, aCen 2
true. In December, 1898, when
Ogilvie was inquiring into the .,
of the public offices, he came y;,, .,
charge and summoned the pere,,. .
cerned before him. Thereupoy,
berg made a statutory declarati, ;. |
he had signed the first decly; T
volving Hurdman unde> misay '
sion; that he had said then thay |, .
not 'sure that the $17 had hecy P
Hurdman, but the person whi, ...
the declaration misled him iy

the charge upon 'Hurdman. Norhy ;
having sufficient knowledge of 1, I
lish language to understand the ;
ing of the words put inty lix
At the same time Kreuzner can,
Mr. Ogilvie and swore that the 17
paid, not to Hurdman, but t,
named Jim, “a stampeder,” wh, ha
connection with the gold commissi,
er's. office. Nevertheless, this .
against Hurdman is till doing
Conservative newspapers. '

Officials Allowed to Speculir.,

'14. .The government permitte
cials in the Yukon to stake claims ..
chase claims and speculate in claims,

Answer.—When the officials o »
present government reached the Ynk‘,»‘
the .laws and regulations of the fx,xrm:.‘i
administration were in force. Thesa
laws and regulations did not prohibit
oﬁiguls from staking, buying or Qw‘n‘ﬂ,
lating in claims. The first ofﬁcjal‘ wh
staked a claim was Capt. Constantip.
the local commander.of the Mounted
Poliee, in January, 1896. At that time
Capt. Constantine. was acting as m-,:_

; and was the chief execy
tive officer in the country. The Domin
ion Lands Act provides as follows; ‘

*“No person employed in or under the
Department of the Interior, iy~
the Geology  Survey Branch

shall purchase any Dominion lai
cept under authority of an o
council, or shall locate milit
act-as' agent of any person so

ed dgsclcsp to any person ex(
superior omcer any discovery 1
}_1im, nor any ether information
possession in’ relation to Dominion suuy,
unatil ‘such discovery or information has

. )
Inavi.

1at

Wity

e

duts

-begn repotrted to the Minister of the Iy
‘terior, and his' permission for such dis.

clésure' has'‘been obtained.”

It will be seen that this provision qoes
not relate’to or cover the case of mining
clgxms. " Sir Hibbert  Tupper alleges
(p. 786) that Mr. Wade said he had been
told, ‘apparently by the Minjster of the
Intetior, that he might stake claims if
he liked, ' The Minister did say to Mr.
Wade, when' Mr. Wade spoke to him
about the matter, that there was noth-
g in the regulations preventing him
from staking or" buying claims. M.
Wade, it may be remarked, had nothing
to do ‘in his official capacity with the
recording ‘or staking of elaims: in his
it is' a question whe-
ther ‘he. was  morally bound- to abstain
from staking or buaying them, or whe-
ther ‘the government had a right ©
warn him against ‘doing so.. However
_timt may be orders have since been
1ssugd prohibiting officials from staking,
buying::or speculating in claims.

The Old, Administration of British Co-
Vb e nmbig,

15 Mr. Borden (p.:930) says: “I un-
derstand  that quite: as heavy a rush
was made into British Colunibia in the
€arly: mining -days, and I .also. under
stand- and  believe—the fact has been
stated -in° this House and has not been
contradicted—that although the admin-
istration of: British Columbia. was con-
dueted under directions from the Brit-
ish government in Lendon, no such
scandal, . no . such' complaints, no such
charges, were ever heard of in the min
ing history of that province.”

¢ Atiswer.—As : a: matter of historical
truth, ' charges of the “gravest character
were made against officials in British
(See Offi-
cial' :Correspondence- between Sir James
Douglas and: the Colonial Office, 185
62.) - -Sir James, who had been an off-
¢er of the Hudson's Bay Company, and
was “then governor of -British Columbis,
was: accused of favoring the Hudson's
B?Y'Company at the expense of the
miners, of giving it a monepoly of trade
and tramsportation, . although, as the
€olonial ‘Office ruled, it- was not entitled
te such a monopoly under its.charter. It
was. alleged that owing to the exorbi
tant .charges for freight and passengers
exacted by the:-Hudson’s: Bay Cpmpany,
miners ventured. from Vietoria up the

. Fraser river, in frail boats of their own

and a great .many" lives were lost 1
consequence.  Sir James’s mining regu
lations, especially the establishment o
a miners’ license fee, payable, monthly
in advance, were sevérely criticised. [0
was pointed out by the Colonial Officc
that a monthly license fee had been il
the bottom;of the riots in 1854 at Bal
larat, Australia, where the miners came
iito collision with' the,police and with
British troops.  Sir James's son-in-a¥
was accused of receiving favors fronm
the Colonial' Surveyor at the expe

of other applicants for land and claims
His brother-in-law, Chief Justice Cam
eron, -was said in petitions sent to b
Colonial Office to be a stranger in the
colony, to have had no legal training
to be in the employment of the Hud
son’s Bay - Cqmpany at Nanaimo 83
clerk of. a coal mine, so that, as *
petitions stated, disputes arising in th*
course of his business as a Hudson»
Bay Company employee. might have !
be settled by him in his capacity 3
Chief Justice of Vancouver Island. Th”
Colonial Office itself was chargel ‘\‘\‘-’ff

i scandalous neglect of the interests o

on French Hill, but on Bonanza Hill

A portion of it w i i 5
. o 1, was claimed by.an ad { the Colonial Office, things did not run ¢

¢ smoothly

I

In other cases, charges made in error ' don TMitaes, ' who visited the

e facts. ace | the miners and of the colony at larg®

These facts are given here merely
show that when British Columbia
a-Crown Colony under the control °

as Mr. Borden

)
supposes. I
rh.

early history of British Columbia W
there so large a nush of miners

189798, Coming to our own day. (M
number of entries recorded at Duw=0"
for nine menths from May 1, 1808 ©
Janunary' 31, 1899, was larger than §h°_
aggregate recorded in all the minids
offices of the Province of British (™
lumbia during- the calendar year 180%

Miss  Shaw’s Letters.

16. Miss Shaw, a writer for th;,- Lon’
koD

are reitefated as if they stood unchal-'gave counteiance and support in bef
] .

jetters to the charges
ment officials,
Answer.—This is true.
Band, Miss Shaw did not
_satisfied herself by engq]
charges were true. She
to hdave heard what the
ed had to say for thems
count of the state of th
kon, so far as it related
of officials, was obtained
from street gossip, from
from what appeared in
hostile to the governme
time Miss Shaw was i
Nugget was particularly
cating charges against (
Times is, of course,  a
great influence and resp
it is not infallible. A fe
brought grave charges a
nell. A royval commissio
ed to investigate them.
produced letters purportin
written by Mr. Parnell ir
approved of the Phoeni
ders. It was shown, hov
chief witness called by t
himself forged these le
fessed his guilt, fled amn
suicide. There is no intd
reflecting upon the good
Shaw. It is manifest,
her testimony as to the
government officials shoul
with a large measure of
she allows that she did o
an independent enquiry,
common rnmor on the p
ently, that where there
smuke, there must be fi
Mr. Treadgold, of the
nal! of London, Eng., wh
time in the Yukon last
ten a report (quoted by
906-010) in which he goeq
ject more minutely tha
Mr. Treadgold does nof
some of the government
of the management of sof
ernment offices, but he
frivolous “the loud talk
as well as in the Klondik
corrnption.” He “saw |
cannot be very easily ma
: ' —re to Ottay
the mining
quite as goof
.aw upon the
mp. .
Common Repq

is reasonable to
18 widespread co

. government officials, inas

mon report at Dawson, a
pondence. of a great man
together with the statemd
many. persons returning

kon,. agree in so assertit
witnesses cannot be mi
easier to believe that co

- Answer.—It may well §
the height of the gold few
otficials -employed . by th
were guilty of corrupt.- or
tices. . The Minister doe
for a moment to say that
wrong. Human nature h
#s, it would be a miracle
sisted the temptations b
The Minister will be on
to investigate any charges
preferred. 'He merely asf
shall be made sufficiently
mit of their being invesf]
bottom, The governme
moreover, is as much es
other accused person to 1
has to answer. . In the Y
vie bas been given an
hand in dealing with d
power to suspend and rd
trial any whom¢ he may s
ruption.

All told, about 30,000
gone into the Yukon reg
thousands have come ou
that those still in the
afraid, .as Sir Hibbert T
being punished by the go
some way if they were
wiard as witnesses, it is ng
derstand why the many
shonld be afraid to testif
offic¢ials, if they know of
creditable having been dd
bulk of the' charges broug!
far in parliament and out
ed to' persons whose nanj
held. In every case wherd
been’ fathered by a respo
it has been investigated
‘Minister or by Mr. Ogilv
t0 be exaggerated, distorf]
untrue,

The Nugget newspaper
«chief agency in disseming
"The persons controlling
Américans. From the fir{
attacked - the  Canadian
of-the” ¥ukon and all cong
“The” Nugget started in
10 -use- its own phrase,
Friend.” By playing this
t6 ~swell --its subsecription
show' that the miners sto(
a friend like itself, it
make them believe that tH
-officials were ‘all oppresso
“There is no doubt that th
engouraged in its course
ledge that its charges, nq
infamous, were being ¢
party purposes in Hastern
ericans in the Yukon, whq
occasion te .pose as profe
pions  of the miner, have by
to' the splendid service pel
government -officials, incl
lice. 'When Mr. Fawecett
Dawson the other day, a
Ziven to him at the Daw
which Mr. A. C. McCook
States Consul, presided. *
McCook in his speech, ¢
thas not made mistakes,
similarly placed would n:
mistakes, then he should
keys to the Golden Gate
in the Canadian governmg
#ee to it that substantia
was given to Mr. Fawcett
‘service he has rendered t

A witness. swore at Mr,
‘quiry in February that h¢
servative, employed to ‘‘v
«dals against the governme|
vative ‘newspapers in Ea

ave pounced upon every
from the Yukon who had
tell ‘'to the injury of thd
In :ail probability, howe]
against the officials has
from ‘the cruel disappoin
Wany gold-seekers have ¢
the country; from the ha
of life incidental to eve
Camp, ‘and more particula
like' Dawson; ‘where 20,004
€& i the 'space of a fe
from the- enforcement of
o in 4 frontier commut
Tomeq to such restraints.

The aliens, mostly Ame




