THE FRENCH
RAILWAY STRIKE

~ Clubs of Ten for 8 months $1.00 4
m
i After the geperal strike had been SEIDEL AND .oosm

déclared -and the strike threatened to
spread to the Paris, Lyons and Med-
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C. D. SHELDON

The name of C. D. Sheldon is now  you wage slaves are plundered every
Socialist well known in Montreal.. Sheldon has |day of the year. Sheldon may have

When Theodore
A strike of great importance has iteranean railway with its 85,000 rm»‘)lxlvr;..\kee,

Roosevelt visited

stealer of other mwen's goods. Yet

7 once 3 ; ; . i y . welcome, would been the mest talked of man in that |got away with millions. Those who
just ended in Prance. The conditions ployes, Briand took mdre -energetic )la)m’_, would mnot welcome, 3 ) . ;
of l:e strikl:,’ the methods employed |measures. Warrants for the arrest of not sit atban uet with him, would city during the past month. He has are left are plundering you of tens of

¥y the strikers, the action’ of the |hundreds of the strike lf_:den were  have nothing whatsoever to do with
issued. Six were arrested in the office |

government, the function of the mil-
#tary law, the position taken by the
socalled Soecialist’ Premier and Cab-
dmet Vinisters, all these throw a vivid
Bght upon the elass war and  the
firiend« and foes of the working class.

The. employees of the Northern

' Railway of France, the line that runs

. Between Paris and Calais-on the
svad to England, have been agitating
Sor more than a year for living
working conditions. The working
Bours were frem ten to fifteen a day,
snd as is the case with long hours,
ghe pay is miserably low. The men
wanied these conditions remedied.

Wirst, a genmeral increase in wages
#o meet the higher cost of living,
with a2 minimom daily pay of $1
imstead of 60 cents.

Second, a retroactive application of
the crcployes’ pension law

Third, 2 more equitable division
of work.

Fourth, the grapting of oné day off
fn seven.
~ Fifth, distinel employment by the
month instead of by the day.

The demands originated - with the
smder-trai the b handlers
and ticket takers, but they were sup-
ported by the complete personcl of
the road.

At first the company refosed to
mmert the representatives of the men's
mmions or to recognize the union in
any way. Later the company’s offie-
#ale descended from this high atti
Sude and offered to meet representa-
‘Sives of each grade of the men, pro-
wided the representatives were actu
ally employed on the line. The men
Bmew by the experience of former
Sears that such representatives would
% made vietims by the wholesale
thus weakening the organization
Yhe workingmen resolved to stand or
fall together.

There are seven railroad companies

o France. They employ 22,092 en-
‘ginecers and firemen and 290,713 gen-
#ral employes. The length of the lines
are 38577 kilometers. A kilometer i«

Sixth-tenth of a mile

On the pight of October 10th the
45000 employes of the Northern
+ railway walked out. On Oectober 11th
‘the 44,000 employes of the Eastern
wailway walked out. At 1 a. m. on
©Oct. 12th, the National Federation of
Mailway U'nions declared a general
#trike. During the height of the
~ #trike over half-the railway workers

wof Franee had quit.

As soon as the Northern employees
Bad struck the government got busy.
Aristide Briand, the Premier, is an

 ex-Socialist. He ecalls himself one
. wet. Two of his Ministers, Viviani
and Millerand, are also ex-Socialists.
While a Socialist Briand was always
mdvocating the general strike and the
shooting of soldiers.

This man ecalled 'his ecabinet to-
gether and immediately took steps
%o stop the strike. Troops were called
out to guard the Northern line and a
decree was issued calling the strik-
ing trainmen t6 the eolors as re-
servists. Under the military law of
-France the railway. workers are en-
rolled as troops in case of need and
can be called out to operate the
trains under military law. This
means that in their case the eivil law
is suspended and the military law is
in force and if they refuse to obey
#hey can  be condemned by ecourt
martial for desertion. While Briand
was passing this decree he was ‘de-
“elaring at the same time that the
strike was not political or revolu-
,» but was rather professional.
shows that Briand has develop-

hypoerisy of the capitalist
If the strike was not political,
order out the reserve troops ?

e
hand, they watched the
a

i
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officials of th company, on the |t

of Humanite. These were M. Le

46,000 employes were on strike; M.

strike. The charge against the strike
leaders was that of rendering railway
traffic dangerous to life. If convieted
that they may be sentenced to deéath
or penal servitude for life.

On October 14th the clectrical work-
ers of Paris struck and plunged the
city into darkness. The masons and
allied trades voted a gemeral strike.
On October 15th, thousands of So-
cialists gathered im a riding school
near the Place de la Bastille, and
were addressed by Jaures and others
in revolutionary language. 20,000
masons who were parading on Butte
Montmartre were dispersed Ly 10,000
troops.

Gustave Herve, who is doing four
years time in th e penitentiary for
upholding the assassination of police-
men, was placed in solitary confine-
ment. Herve is an antimilitarist and
his propaganda amongst soldiers has
done much to weaken the hold of the
bourgevisie over the army. Therefore
in-a time of industrial disturbance
when the troops are called out to
break the revolt of the workers, such
men as Herve must not only be jail-
ed. but also dungeoned.

On Oectober 19th the strike was
called off. No stipulations were made.
The men returned to work. The
strike leaders deeclared that such 2
course was. better than humiliating
negotiations with the government.
Briand has shown himself in his
true light He is a slave driving
politician. The feeling of the work-
ersis bitter against him and he has

exploiteérs.

struek the railroad workers. The post-
men struck and frightened the capi-
talist elass. The postmen went back
to work. The railway Wworkers

They go back to work. . But one of
these times the strike will be suceess-
ful. The troops will not remain loyal
to the bourgeois form of government.
A new era will be inaugurated. The
social revolution will have triumphed.
T— OO B—e

The Toronto Globe declares that
the fur trade is good and argues that
fur iga loxury and when there is a
good trade in' luxuries there must be

that the people are prosperous. It
means generally that there is an un-

much poverly on the.other. The par-
asites have the wherewithall to pur-
chase laxuries. The poor are foreed
into slums and ript for bread. But

can we expect from the Globe ¥ Has
it not sent its editor down to Mexi-

glowing reports of the prosperity of

created much eommotion and his go-
ng eaused more stir
ing. Let us examine the activities ofimus( bave been found out. The rob-
to the wage |bers you have left are playing a cuter
workers, and let us examine the atti-

the ecreature. The plute papers put
this down to spite.
was that Roosevelt had deeply slan-
dered the Soecialists.

moine, secretary of the state commit- |
tes; M. Leguennie, leader of the un-|
ion of the Western railway, whose  he had declared the following about

Toffin, the secretary of the Drivers |
and Firemen's union, and Borderie | cialists
and Benoit. 'When the arrests were |morality, and especially to domsestic
made Toffin oecupied the chair nnd‘nr.ornlit_v, a position so revolting—
editorial table at which Briand sat |and I choose my words eud-lly—‘
when he was on the staffl of the|that it is difficult to discuss it in a
paper and advocated the general|

these thoroughgoing So-
in relation to all

to Montreal quietly
some time last year.
office and began to invite persons to
entrust money to him.
to know muech about the stock market
and elaimed that by his system he
rrputable paper. In America the lead- :("uuld beat the stock operators and
ers even of this type hdve usually make
been cautious about statimg frankly promised twenty and thirty per cemt
that they proposed to substitute free
love for married and family life as
we have it, although many of them
do in a roundabout way uphold this

money for his elients.
per mibnth returns on the money en-

Money began to flow in upon him.
He paid those who wanted their mon-
ey back the principal and the big re-
turns. He endeavored, however,
get the clients to leave the prideipal
and interest with him for reinvest-

In other words, on the social
domestic side doetrinaire Soeialism
the family and homeé
state free lunch
counter and -state foundling asylum.
deliberately enthroning self-indulgence
as the ideal, with, on its darker side,
the absolute abandonment of all mo-
rality as between man and woman. ™ [inquisitive.

After the above statement what elsecame so keen as
making such big returns that
being drawn out by
clients than was being put in.
pewspapers got after
methods, and reeently, in a night, he
departed for regions unknown, leav-
numerous creditors behind him.
it is now known that his method of
doing business was simply the paying
out to old clients the money that he
new omnes. The big
profits were being paid out of the
money of the new dupes who
constantly bringing their

His fame became noised widely and

activities became so
notorions that many persons became
The public interest be-

do but have no
thing whatsoever to do with such a
foul-minded beast as Roosevelt ¢
After Roosevelt had visited Mil-
waukee Seidel was interviewed and
“T don’t mind saying that
was very uncomfort-
table during his stay in Milwaukee
Not that he was unsafe or that any-

ody insulted him. Nobody attempted

“It was becanse he wrote that stuff
would not serve on the eom-

won't make him an issue.”

iget away with

millions.
Sheldon played a raw game. Hg

game. Their plunderings have gone
on for many years.

"X wealth comes from labor, men-
tal or physieal. At present the great-
er part of mental labor in Moantreal
is not produetive. The ones who la-
bor with their brains are inostly la-
boring not to produce wealth, but to
get the wealth produced away from
the proletariat produecers.

This labor-produced wealth should
go to the producers. It is filched
from them through rent, interest and
profit.

Wage workers of Montreal, what is
Sheldon to you? You have little
wealth to give him. His dayvs are
run. He has skipped. Why waste
vour precious mental energy in fol-
lowing the newspaper aecounts of
what he has done ? Why not use your

{ brains to free yourselves ¥

Sheldon got away with a million
at the most. The parasite owners
of the eity bonds of Montreal get
away with two millions in interest
each and every year. Why waste time
in trying to ecateh a passing thief
who got away with a million, when
vou ean ke working to stop the le-
galized robbery of two million year-
Iv?

The shareholders and bondholders 3¢
the Canadian Paecific Railway get
nearly two million dollars from the

Montreal. Why not try and stop that
yearly robbery and turn those mil-
lions into the hands of labor ?

The landlords, the department
stores, the street railway company,
the lighting companies, the eotton
mills, the rubber works, the vast
number of private industrial slave

Paid in Advanc:
Every copy of Cotton's Weekly is

during the last three months of his
hundred {the parasite owners thereof. This
paid for belode it leavel this ilice. i'h-nuq‘md dollars a month more lhan,fubbﬂ." of the workers takes place
If you get Cotton’s through the mail | ¢ Paid out.
with a red printed and aumbered !
uddress label on the wrapper, your
; subseriptivn bas been paid by some
friend who wishes you to look
the truths of Socialism
aot hestitate to take Cotwun’s from
the post office as no bill will be ren
fered. and the paper will be prompt-
iy discontinued when the subscription |
strike and frighten the capitalists. ! s g avncs

agamst |
The newspapers are making
a great splurge
The eyil that he has done is
Yet the newspapers keep ham-
mering on about
ymaterial to work on. ~
ifar as his present influence for evil is | Sheldon back to justice.?
concerned. Therefore he p T
thing to diseuss for the newspapers. ;slaves from thinking about yourselves.
He can be hammered
‘and railed at, and attention will be | Vate owners get it. You produce and
“detracted from more vital questions. |the parasites enjoy. The moment you
You wage slaves of Montreal, what
"interest have you in Sheldon? Are
has  you so blind as not to see that heis
been declared just whem the cold being played up that vour eves may
weather will exterminate the fly for be kept from seeing the labor skin-
the next seven months ? But what {ners who are living off the labor of
else ean be expected from a eapital-'your hands ?

ist Board of Health.

about outlived his usefulness to the;

A B R
The revolutionary tide is rising in |
France. The spirit of svndicalism has |

is a good |

War has been deelared by the Tor='

against the house fly.
is very unhealthy to have round. But
is it' not peeunliar that the war

prosperity throughout Canada. This
is erroneous reasoning. The purchase
of luxuries generally does not mean

healthy state of affairs. There is too
much wealth on one hand and too

what else except erroneous reasoning

co, and has it not been publishing

48 pages, Pocket

Size, Strongly Bound
~ in Untearable Red,

cloth reinforced.

pens of Montreal yied millions to

|vearin and year out.

Why use vour brains to worry over

| Sheldon ? Would it not be far more
‘sensible to use yvour brains to stop

the robbery praetised upon vou ?
Why do the newspapers of Montreal

give so - many eolumns to Sheldon ?

Do vyou think it  is simply to get

Not at all. It is tp keep you wage

You produce the wealth and the pri-

get to thinking on this, that mo-
ment you will take steps to so-ar-
range conditions that you will enjoy
what you- produce.

Sheldon ecomes as a godsend to
your masters. They ean  shout
“Thief, thiel"” after him and get you

. |to take up the ery and leave them

free to steal you blind.

Wake, wage workers of Montreal.
Stop playing the game your masters
want you to play. Play the game
that will put your wives into good
homes, give vour children good food
and warm ‘clothing, give you econtrol
of your own labor and raise youn to

prosperity and freedom:
T — - O W B—

H. C. Mecleod resigned the General
Managership of the Bank of Nova
Seotia last January because he could
not stand for the way the banks were
running the finances of the country.
He could not stand for seeretive man-
agement. ““All the members of the
Canadian Bankers A iation are op-
posed to echanges that I have urged
with the objeet of doing away with
secretive management, and they sug-
gest no other remedy for the demon-
strated weakness of our system,” says
Mr. Meleod. _There are to be no
changes in the banking system when
the charters are to be renéwed. That
is the intimation that has been given
out. Can’t you ses the skin game

unpaid labor of the wage slaves in|

your representatives are playlng on

'looked upon and treated as the only| A PARSON WITH

’:

J. A. Macdonald, one of the eg-
itors of the Toronto Globe, is giving
an account of his trip through Mexi-
co along’ with the other newspaper
men -who attended the eelebration ig
Mexico. This editor can see nothing
but smiling faces and happy people.
To read his stuff one would think
that Mexico was a paradise on earth.
A writer in the American Magazine
has been laying bare the conditions
which actually ‘exist. This is what he
says:

“From the hints' I have given in
this article you may easily coneeive
the appalling conditions which obtain
in Mexieo to-day; the murdered thou-
sands, the outraged women, the stol-
en farmsteads, the starving, homeless
peasantry, the men and women and
little children imprisoned in loath-
some jails; all the indeseribable hope-
lessness' and misery and suffering of 5
nation. To offset this the subsidized
writers prate of the lawlessness which
has been changed to law, of police-
men made from bandits; of railways
and street ear systems and asphalted
streets and an eight-million-dollar
opera house. Of the two sides of the
medal—the one held up to the glare
of the calcium, the other kept care-
fully econeealed in the shadow—you
can take your choice.”

For the celebration that has just
taken place Mexico was “‘cleaned up.”
All the out-of-works were flung into
jail. The miserable workers were
thrust into the background, Apd {je
newspaper reporters were shown the
cleaned up streets and the sights
| which had been staged for them.

Macdonald goes down to Mexico
with his blinders on. He sees but
what Butcher Diaz would like him to
see. And he reports what he sees for
a eredulous Canadian’ publie.

Why does he do this? Have pot
the Canadian labor skinners great in-
terests in Mexieo ? It would never do
to let the plug workers of Canada
know the rotten conditions of Mexi-
co out of which our Canadian finan-
ciers draw their dividends.

So the Keverend J. A. Maedonald
keeps his blinders on and tries to
make the Canadian people see with
his Elinded eves through the columns
|of the Toronto Globe.

— - O B—

Few realize how far humanity is so
cialized at present. Many eall them-
selves individualists when as a mat-
ter of fact they would become indig-
nant were the soecial benefits they
now enjoy removed. The roads zre
public property. The sidewalks Fave
been socialized. The post office is an
institution established for the benciit
of all the people. Municipal water-
works and drainage system, fire bri-
gades, and many other services are
now socially produced and soecially
operated. These things are good. The

good. Where the social services fail
is where they are allowed to rem
individual. In many places municipz
bakeries are being started. It is b
ing considered part of the soecial duty
to provide pure and wholesome bread
at a cheap price, to eliminate com-
petition and the waste and inefficiency
that results from private bakerics
Where civilization fails is not in its
socialized funetions, but in its indi:
dualized. short eomings.
&

—_——

Wealth is produced by labor power
being applied to raw material for ti-
production of the things men want
Labor power is applied in that man-
ner in which the powerful capitalist
class desires and in a way to make
unearned profit out of the machinery
owned by the most powerful sectios
of the capitalist elass. In Germany
one of the most powerful sections of
the capitalist elass base their pow:r
on ship yards and gun factorie:
Therefore the workers are set 1o
work to produce ships of war and
guns. - These capitalists eanpot s>¢
how labor eould be employed were
the ship yards and gun faetories to

vested inlefests must be protected
They could be pit out of busines:

- BLINDERS ON
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