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FOR AND ABOUT WOMEN.

A COLUMN OF GOSSIP AND HINTS
FOR OLD AND YOUNG GIRLS.

What Wemen all Over the World are
Talking and Thinking Abowut.

In olden times it was considered the
privilege of the bridegroom’s friends to
pull the garter from the blushing bride’s
knee;, immediately after the wedding
ceremofiy, and the man who was lucky
enough to ebtain it was looked upon with
envy Dy his fellows. In those days gar-
ters were frequently adorned with pre-
cious stones, but this custom also fell in-
to disuse, and the garter sank into insig-
nificance, until now fashion has again
decreed that it shall come into promin-
ence once more. Garters of the most
costly and extravagant style are now all
the go, and the windows of the leading
jewelers in Paris are gorgeous with dis-
plays of unique and costly designs of
garters and garter-buckles. The fashion
was revived some time ago, and tha re-
sponsibility for it is laid at the door of
ex-Queen Isabella of Spain. Thatlady has
been one of the leaders of fashion since
she gave up the business ‘of running a
government, and the news that she had
given an order to a prominent jeweler in
Paris for a pair of garters so studded with
diamonds as to conceal the ribbons, set
all the fashionable ladies agog. Imme-
diately afterward they flooded the jewel-
ers with orders as elaborate as their
purses could afford, and now the garter-
fever is all about. A Sun reporter called
upon the leading jewelers recently, to as-
certain the latest and newest styles. At
Tiffany’s, the manager said that orders
for garters had been recently received
which would rival in expense those re-
ported to have been given by the Euro-

" pean ladies. A number, he said, had
heen filled at a cost exceeding fifteen
hundred dollars a pair. A great many
garters have been sold for one thousand
dollars, and afew for double that amcunt.
He showed the reporter fifty different
styles which he selected at random from
the large stock. Some were quite moder-
ate in price, but all were beautiful. “We
have all sorts of customers for them,” he
‘said, “from tottering patriarchs to bash-
ful young bridegrooms. Among the pur-
chasers are many persons prominent in
society. Some of the orders have entail-
ed upon us a great deal of trouble and
work, as we have had to employ special
- artists to get up the designs required.
The old style of dividing a pair of garters
is gaining ground again among betrothed
couples. The young lady wears one and
her sweetheart the other. The latter
wears his, I believe, upon the arm.” The
garters are made with gold or silver
buckles, and decorated to suit, or some-
times they are made of metal altogether.
The ornamentation consists in engraving,
filagree work, and precious stones. Dia-
monds, rubies, and sapphires are the
favorites, but pearls, emeralds, and the
golden topaz are also used frequently.
Appropriate mottoes, ciphers understood
by the giver and his lady love only, and
declarations of love are among the in-
scriptions, which are often emblazoned
with gems. One of the mest beautiful
and most expensive of those shown the
reporter, was so cunningly made that the
words of adoration were unnoticeable be-
cause of the sparkle of the diamonds un-
less closely scrutiniged. The portrait of
the lover is among the designs. Antique
coins, appropriately set, with inscriptions
on the reverse side, and laughable but
artistic reproductions of insects are not
uncommon. The most royal of all the
designs seen by the reporter was made
of small blocks of the purest gold, bound
together by links of flexible gold. The
links allowed the garter to be stretched
to fit. Each block was a half-inch square
and’ a quarter-inch_thick. The lower
side was smooth, with pretty bevelled
edges. The top was worked into a mass
of crusted gold, and contained three bril-
liant gems of largest size and purest
water—a diamond, a ruby, and a sap-
phire. There were just 4 dozen blocks,
and the links that connected them were
sufficiently large to fill out the required
length. Where the ends of the garter
fastened together, a smooth shield of
gold bore the monogram of the owner set
in diamonds. The garter struck the top-
most notch of beauty and artistic effect.
It was also the most expensive the re-
porter saw. Crests set in diamonds are
among the orders received from the se-
‘lect few who are supposed to be the lead-
ers of New York society. The oldest and
most unique affair is, however, the
«Campanile bell.” This is cut out of a
block of gold. The tongue is frequently
formed of a large gem. The gold is suf-
ficently bard to give out a distinct and
clear tinckle when the bell is jostled.
The idea ig that the ring of the bell can
be heard when the wearer moves about,
and that will make it apparent to the in-
itated that she has on one of those costly
garters, without her having to explain.
* * *
Concerning a Paris first night, George
W. Smalley thus writes to the New York
Tribune: “Few toilets were brilliant, or
even fresh. Fewer women were in full-
dress. Even in two of the stage-boxes
there were ladies in mourning costume,
as they commonly, or often, are on or-
dinary nights. In the balcony, bonnets
were worn universally. A French wo-
man has long since made up her mind
that she ean nol uncover her Lead inside
a theatre, except in a box, What seem-

ed odd was that some of these bonneted
ladies were in low gowns ; not ball-gowns,
but cut square at the neck ; one or two of
them sleeveless. As for the men, they
were for the most part in what here pas-
ses for evening dress, with black neck-
ties. Perhaps itis because Frenchwo-
men dress well, that Frenchmen dress 8o
badly. What has befallen the French
tailor that he can not, or that most of
them can not, construct an evening suit ?
Half the men look as if they had hired
their dress-coats for the evening, so ill-
fitting were these difficult garments.
Waistcoats were so cut as to show as lit-
tle as possible of shirts, not always so
clean that you cared to see more of them.
The neckties were most.y of that order of
architecture known as grotesque ; some-
times a mere rag; sometimes flaunting
in elaborate black bows, and hiding half
the narrow expanse of shirt which' the
glit in the waistcoat permitted to be

seen.”

* * *

We may never again be threatened
with hoops “eight yards wide,” such as a
ballad of 1753 is righteously severe upon,
but so long as eccentricity with some
passes for beauty, there will be revivals,
more or less complete, of the hoop and
the crinoline. Robert Chambers shows
how Edinburgh society suffered, “within
his memory, under the tyranny of hoops.
In the morning a lady put on a “pocket
hoop,” resembling a pair of small pan-
niers. For occasions, not quite full dress,
there was to be worn a bell-hoop—a
petticoat-frame in shape like a bell—
made of cane or rope! For full state
thers was provided a hoop so monstrous
that “people saw half of it enter the room
before the wearcr.” This, the matter-of-
fact chronicler goes on to say, was found
“inconvenient.” So inconvenient was it
that in the narrow passages and entries
of Edinburgh Old Town, “ladies tilted
them up and carried them under their
arms;in case of this happening, there
was a show petticoat below.” This happy
audacity has been denied to women of
later days, althougb there were times
wken it would have relieved perplexity
and spared much annoyance. Solong as
these facts remain, or John Leech’s draw-
ings are remembered, surely the shape-
less horrors of crinoline should be im-
possible of renewal.—Woman’s World.

* * *

A writer in the Washington Critic
says: “Young ladies in ‘society’ some-
times do queer things, but seldom does
one venture on such a remarkably bold
line of action as one young person did in
this city while at a dinner-party not
many months ago. During a luil in the
‘conversation, she quietly remarked to
the young gentleman who took her in to
dinner: ‘Let me see your pocket-book.’
Not knowing what to make of such a pe-
culiar request, the young man quietly
produced his pocket-book, and handed it
to her. She took it, calmly opened it,
and took out a roll of bills amounting to
two hundred dollars—all the money it
conteined. Then saying to her victim,
‘T will buy me a ring to-morrow,’ she as
calmly handed back the empty leather
case to him, ‘and put the money in her
own pocket. The man preferred to lose
the money rather than press his claim
for it upon her relatives, and submitted
to-what was simply a piece of bare-faced
robbery. But he wont escort that young
woman to another dinner-table, even if
he lives to be as old as George Washing-
ton’s favorite body-servant.” The story
is a very pretty one. But the Washing-
ton young man should not carry around
solarge a boodle.. The attempt might be
made on society young men in many
other cities with less alarming results.

“Swipes’ ” Deadly Blow.

Simon Besser, better known as
“Swipes, the Newsboy,” has leaped into
notoriety in a remarkably short space of
time, through the tragic ending of his
fight with Billy Dempsey. Dempsey,
who was employed part of the time in the
press-room of a New York daily news-
paper, was in poor circumstances. He
was poorly clothed, and nearly freezing
when the promoters of the fight suggest-
ed the mill. He very eagerly accepted the
proposition, saying :

“Yes, I will fight if you will give me
$5 with which to buy an overcoa*.”

On the way to the fight Dempsey, who
had on only a short diagonal coat, com-
plained of being chilly and said that he
ought to be home with his wife and child.
He had no training at all, and while
waiting for the referee to give the word
he said to his seconds: “Keep rubbing
me down, I’'m awful chil]{{.” Those were
the last words he spoke. He wasnervous,
and when time was called led off. His
right landed on “Swipes’ ” neck. “Swipes”
answered back viciously at Dempsey’s
body, but the blow was parried and in-
fighting became the order. “Swipes”
gent in a genuine sledge hammer stroke
with his left on Dempsey’s stomach.
Dempsey groaned and grew pale, and as
he came up again “Swipes’ led with his
left again, swinging it with terrific force
on Dempsey’s right temple and he went
down like a dog. Ina moment he began
frothing at the mouth. The crowd cried
“«Fake ! fake!” and “Duffer!” One of his
geconds caught Dempsey in his arms, and
lifting him up, said :

“Billy, don’t give in! Pshaw, man, you
are good yet,” but a wild clutching into
air was the only answer, and in a mo-
ment life had fled. In the dead man’s
pockets were found a plug of tobacco, a
nickel, a brass key and a pawn ticket,
dated Jan. 7, for 50 cents on a mufller.
Everybody was surprised and no one
more than Besser himself, when he was
exonera ed and discharged from custody
| at the coroner’s inquest. 1t was Besser's
| fourth fight and the third that he has
¥ T e | |
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prize ring again.

THE HARBOR QUESTION.

A REVIEW OF ALD. ROBERTSON’S
HARBOR STATEMENT.

The Harbor of St. John a Valuable
Asset, but a Constant Bill of Ex«
pense to the Taxpayers.

The citizens of St. John are certainly
indebted to Alderman Robertson for an
exhaustive statement of the income and
expenditures of the harbor of 8t. John.
It is a pity that the chairman of some
other civic departments would not also
take the public into their confidence and
give them the details of the expenditures
and receipts of their departments.

The evident intention of Alderman
Rotertson’s array of figures is to convince
the citizens that the harbor of St. John
is a revenue producing asset, and conse-
quently it is not advisable to put it into
commission. Ald. Robertson is an ac-
countant, and a man of intelligence. In
attempting 1o prove that it is in the in-
terests of the citizens to.continue their
ownership of the harbor, he must know
that from a civi¢standpoint, he is simply
making himself ridiculous. In 1882he
was convinced that it was in the best in-
terests of the harbor and the city that
the former should be put in commission.
He voted for a commission and accepted
the plan upon which the Dominion Act
of 1882 was based. After the act had be-
came law, he opposed the report of the
delegation, who had obtained the passage
of the bill through parliament on the
very slim ground that the bill provided
for the appointment of only one commis-
sioner by the City of St. John, instead of
two as the resolution of the council in-
structing the delegation stated. The re-
port passed however, by alarge majority.
Looking over Mr. Robertson’s past record,
it is plain that he has changed his mind.

Mr. Robertson makes the statment that
th8 harbor paid the city last year the
sum of $10,404,20. That the surplus was
this no one will question. But how was
this surplus obtained ? First by doubling
the wharfage dues of every vessel'enter-
ing the port. Mr. Robertson may crawl
into the same hole that some other anti-
commission aldermen do and say the
harbor dues have not been increased.
True, the legal dues have not been in-
creased, but prior to 18 months ago,
wharf owners only charged half the
wharfage dues allowed by law. By
doubling the wharfage rates the City of
St. John has been enabled to get $2,-
509,59 more out of its property than the
year previous. If the same rates prevail-
ed as in 1882, the revenues of the whele
harbor including fisheries and west side
properties, which Mr. Robertson omits,
would not exceed $28,000 or $2,000, less
than in 1882. In other words the revenue
has only been kept up by doubling the
wharfage rates, and is not due to increas-
ed trade. Mr. Robértson omits to mention
this fact. It will be generally admitted
that the temporary benefits of such a
plan will be of no lasting good to ﬁl_m'e
trade of the port. It is also unfair for
Ald. Robertson to omit from his review
the west side wharves. Strictly speaking
these properties are directly under the
control of the west side common lands
committee, but the wharves are part of
the harbor, and no account of harbor re-
venues is complete without them. Were
they omitted because they would show a
declining revenue, or was it because they
are not directly under the control of the
harbor committee ? In this connection it
is just as well to point out that while the
expenditure for repairs this year was less
than $1,500, it was in 1885 in the neigh-
borhood of $10,000, and further, that the
average yearly expenditure for repairs in
the past three years has been over §3,000.
Therefore had the wharfage rates not
been doubled last year, and had the
average amount been expended in re-
pairs then Ald. Robertson’s balance of

than $2,000.

At the best the apparent balances, are
fictitious and deceiving inasmuch as the
taxpayer gets no-direct benefit from it
whatever. It may be of benefit to some
generation away in the future, but the
present tax-payers and the generation
which follows will still have to go down
into their pockets every year to help pay
the bills of the harbor.

Ald. Robertson says the net revenue of
the harbor last year was $24,005.57. Let
us examine the statement and see how
much the direct benefits are.

Reed’s Point wharf paid $6,051.59. This
money is held in reserve by the cham-
berldin to pay off city debt bonds accru-
ing each year, the balance going to swell
the Pettengill wharf sinking fund.

Public wharfand pier, $4,225.95. Every
dollar of this money goes to pay interest
and sinking fund. None of it is present-
ly available to reduce taxation.

North and South wharves $826.52.
This money goes into the genmeral re-
venue account to pay interest and sink-
ing fund on bonds issued on account of
these wharves. This amounted last year
according to Ald. Robertson’s own state-
ment to $1,500, showing a dead loss on
this account alone of upwards of $675.

Adam’s wharf $925.85. Mortgaged to
pay a special loan of $2,870.

The other revenues of the harbor are:
Charlotte street extension.. :

Sydney Market wharf
Untou stteet slip. ..
North sllp

Vessels in stream
Anchorage dues. .......
{ Harbor Masters fees

Rentals.. .

3.888 84
3,507.75
225 00

$10,000 would have been reduced to less |

Therefore of the total net revenue of
the harbor of $24,000 there only went
into the coffers of the city the small sum
of $10,156, and of this sum a part of the
purchase money of the Sydney Market
Wharf of $800 is chargeable to this year’s
account. The balance sheet of the har-
bor and the annual assessment would be
something like this:

Net Revenue of the Harbor............ $10,156 52
Te be decucted.
Cost of Management of Harbor, $2,754 81
Assessments levied on account
of Harbor 6,154 16
$673 48

Loss on Market Wharves,...... P
$9,582 45

This way of figuring makes a decidedlv
different showing from that of Ald.
Robertson, but it is nevertheless the cor-
rect way in which to view harbor finan-
ces. Itis not disputed thatthe harbor
of St. John is a valuable property not
that the revenue last year was in the
neighborhood of $33,000. The point we
desire to make clear to the citizens is that
no matter how much the revenues of the
harbor amount to they are all absorbed
to pay interest, and that instead of being
a source of revenue to the city the harbor
in reality costs the ratepayers at least
three thousand dollars a year under the
present system of management. It would

be otherwise if the harbor were put into |

commission. The city would of course
lose the revenue but the purchase money,
when invested, would so add to the
sinking fund that the assessment eould
be reduced by EIGHT THOUSAND DOLLARS
immediately, and in the course of three
or four years the reduction in the annual
assessment would be upwards of $25,000.
This statement can easily be proven cor-
rect, and we challenge Ald. Robertson to
prove otherwise, or to gainsay what has
already been said in Tae Gazerre. There
is not the slightest-doubt that the harbor
commission would be the greatest boon
the taxpayers of St. John could obtain,
and the sogner the question is taken in
hand by the citizens and galvanized
into life again the better for the future of
the harbor.

To organize the commission is not only
the best but the very best thing that can
be done in the interests of the harbor
and trade of the city, but it is the very
best thing also for the citizens. Let the
question be taken updivested of its politi-
cal toggery amnd tested on its merits.
No same man who has ever given the
question sufficient consideration to
master it but knows that we state the
truth.

-
<l

Literary Notes.

Lord Brassey is preparing for the press
the last journals of his late wife, Lady
Brassey.

Mr. E. C. Stedman has becp enabled to
devote a few spare hours to verse lately,
and he:contributes to the current num-
ber of the Independent a poem in com-
memoration of Lord Byron’s hundredth
anniversary.

Mr. Robert Louis Stevenson enters the
lists against the realistic writers in the
February number of Scribner’s. His
arguments against realism in fiction are
somewi:at similar to those used by John
Burroughs in a recent issue of The Epoch.

The first English daily paper ever pub-
lished in Berlin recently made its ap-
pearance in that city. The name of the
new journal is thé Morning News.

Mr. Ruskin has written for the Maga-
zine of Art an article on “The Black Arts.”
It is to be illustrated with reproductions
of three of his own original drawings.

In spite of what the Athenznum calls
“the patent absurdity” of the theory,
Messrs. Sampson, Low & Co., intend to
bring out an English edition of Mr. Don-
nelly’s volume, and the author is going
over to London to defend his views in
person.

The author of *“Margaret Kent’—who
is reported to be Mrs. Ellen Olney Kirk
—has written & new novel which Tick-
nor & Co., will publish immediately. It
is entitled “Queen Money,” and is a study
of society in New York city. Another
story just coming from the Ticknor press
is Edward Bellamy’s “Looking Backward;
2000—1887.” 1t is understood that it is
wierd in character. .

Sir Prederick Pollock, when visiting
Tennyson one day, asked the poet which
he preferred ot his two poems, “Enoch
Ar(?en” and “Aylmers Field.” Tenny-
son frankly replied “Enoch Arden,”
which he thought was very perfect and a
beautiful story. “Aylmer’s Field” had
given him more trouble than anything
he ever did. At one time he had to put
it aside altogether for six months; the
story was so intractable, and it was so
difficult to deal with modern manners
and conversation. The Indian relative
was introduced solely for the sake of the
dagger which was to be the instrument
of the lover’s suicide.

Pretty Kitchens.

There is no objection to a pretty kit-
chen, or to a girl filling one up with bric-
a-brac, if she keeps it free from dust. A
kitchen, to thcse who do the work in it,
is a living rcom, and why should 1t not
be made convenient and pretty? If the
kitchen is a comfortable, cheery room,
most girls will take a pride in keeping it
so. Give them pink colored tissue paper
for the shelves if they wish it, and a
fancy lamp shade to rest by after the
kitchen is tidied up for the night. See,

too, that they have convenient utensils
to cook with, a good clothes wringer and
?len_ty of clothespins, and a gcod stove.

t will pay you well to look after these
things in the good, wholesome dishes
that will come on to the table well cook-
ed. Many girls have to do with make-
shifts that you would not think possible
for yourself to use—a broken wrincer, a
tub without handles, or a wash-boiler or
a tea-keitle with a rag runthrough a hole
to prevent leaking No girl likes to ask
for repairs, and oftentimes the m’'stress
is too careless to look well after the little
things of the kitchen. I would add, let
the girl’s sleeping room be a pleasant, at-
tractive place. Many a horse has better

| quarters for rest than our servants have.
@ W1 1f not appreciative at firss,
! . $10,156 52 | Jearn to be so.—Detroit Tribune.
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MANKS & CO.,

Ladies’ Astrachan Jackets,

GENTLEMEN'S COATS,
LR 7 o
ASTBACHAN, COON, DOG., WOLF AND LAMB.
Coat Linings, Collars and Cuffs, Cloves
: and Mitts.

Beaver Capes, Muffs, Collars and Stoles.

BLACK MARTIN, CAPES, MUFFS, and COLLARS.

Seal Muffs, Capes and Collars.
: “Also a large Jine of
Cheap Capes, and Muffs, Gray WoH and
Buffalo Robes.

50 KINC STRET.
DOWLINC BROS.

ave received and are
Now Selling at the Lowest Cash Prices

A NUMBER OF USEFUL ARTICLES IN

DRY GOODS

—FOR THE—

XMAS SEHASON.

WOOL FASCINATORS ; FUR CAPES: -
LADIES” WOOL GLOVES AND MITTS;
KID GLOVES; KID MITTS
COLLARS*AND CUFFS, for Ladies and Gentlemen ; \
GENTLEMEN’S SILK SCARFS ; .
GENTLEMEN'S EASHMERE MUFFLERS;

GE MEN’S SUSPENDERS ;
LADIES’ AND GENTLEMEN’S MERINO AND LAMBS’ WOOL UNDERWEAR.

We have reduced a special line of

DRESS MATERIALS

From 15c¢. to 10c. per yard to clear,

At 49 Charlotte St., City Market Building.

CLARKE, KERR & THORNE,

60 and 62 Prince William Street.
BUILDERS’ HARDWARE:

A full line of above in LOCKS, HINGES, KNOBS, GLASS, NAILS, PAINTS, OILS,
and the numerous goods comprised in this Department

HOUSEKEEPERS’ HARDWARE:

In TINWARE, AGATEWARE, KITCHENWARE, FIRE TRONS, COAL VASES,
: DISH COVERS, &c., &c.

PLATED WARE:

Best SPOONS, FORKS, &c., in manyZdesigns: CASTERS, CAKE BASKETS
BUTTER COOLERS, ICE PITCHERS, and a variety of other articles,
a large stock always on hand: FINE CUTLERY, Table and
Pocket: SILVER GOODS, fFANCY GOODS, &ec.

Call and Examine our Stock,
Prices as Low as any in the Trade.
SPORTING GOODS, suitable for the Season.
Wholesale and Retail.

CHRISTMAS CARD from-

W. TREMAINE GARD,

NO. 81 KING STREET, under Victoria Hotel.
HEAD QUARTERS FOR FINE

Gold:SilverWatches,Jewelry

The Great Holidayassortmentinow complete, and offered at low=
est possible prices to ensure sales of Standard and Sterling marked
Goldfilled and proofplate soods of the very latest styles and novel=
ties for Ladies, Gents and Juveniles, in Gold and Silver articles of
all kinds SUITABLE FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS. Gold Spectacles and
Eyeglasses, Walking Canes, Bronzes, -and A 1 silverware in ABUN-
dance. Lots of Diamonds and other Gems on hand and set to order
as required. oSolid gold jewellry made and repaired. Satisfaction

guaranteed by ,
W. TREMAINE CGARD,

Inspection
Goldsmith and Jeweler.

Called for.
Ladies

E. C. MARCH.

Gentlemen

REQUIRING

Overshoes
Rubbers

Sheuld call at the
AMERICAN

Rubber Store,

65 Charlotte Street,

235~ Ask to see our immense Stock of LADIES’
WATERPROOF CLOAKS
AT ALL PRICES.

New Cloths

FOR WINTER,

SAINT JOHN, N. B.

MERCHANT TAILORS.

DeFOREST & MARCH,

A. F. DEFOREST.
FOSTER’S CORNER,
42 KING STREET.

87 CHARLOTTE ST.,

MURDOCH'S
NEW FRUIT

—AND—

Confectionery  Store.

All kinds of New and Choice Fruit and
Confectionery constantly on hand.

JOSEPH A. MURDOCH.

I HAVE NOW ON HAND A FULL
LINE OF
Winter  Overcoatings,

SUITINGS AND ULSTERINGS

To which I invite the attention
of my Customers.

A. R. CAMPBELL,
46 KING STREET,
Over Colonial Book Store.




