340 TRANSACTIONS OF THE

The attendance to-day has been immense. Every part of the twenty-acre
enclosure, and of every building in it, has been crowded to such an excess that
it has been difficult to move about. The receipts to-day have been over 87,000,
making, we believe, nearly 816,000 to the present time, (Thursday evening.)

FrIDAY, October Tth, 1859.

Theshow of Agricultural Products here is not extensive; we would scarcely
see so meagre a display at one of our county or township shows in Canada.
There are only two or three samples of wheat, and these of indifferent quality,
two or three of oats, &¢  We notice three lots of fwede turnips, of which only
one lot is more than of very ordinary quality ; and three of Mangel-wurzel,
all of which there was only one really good root. Even in Indian corn, which
we should expect to find very good, the display was not equal to that at some
of our shows in Canada, the ears being small, and the grains on the same ear of
different colors and varieties. In potatoes there was a very fair display. Again,
in garden vegetables, there was only a very moderate show, the carrots, parsnips,
b(\cts and some other varieties were inferior, and would scarcely be .shnwzer.lt an
exhibition in Canada; the onions, celery, caulifiower, cabbage, were very fair in
quality. Amongst the articles attractjng particular notice in the ¢ Vegetable
Hall” were some snecimens of the Chinese potato, (Divscorea batatas) the
roots being 40 inches in length, and weighing 8 to 12 pounds each. The exhi-
bitor, Jacob G. Sickles, of Stuyvesant, Columbus County, about 18 miles from
Albany, states that they have been grown from seed pl: wnted this year and under
ordinary cultivation. He also states that the quality for the table is quite equal
to that of the best varicties of the ordinary potato, and he believes that when
the proper mode of cultivating the root is well understood, it can be planted
with profit. ~ Mr. 8. V. Thornton, of Watervlict, exhibits the Feejee tomato,
said to be a new variety of that vegetable, and superior to those previously i
cultivation. It is very solid, and has been the favorite variety this year, where
it has been introduced. Why the exhibition of the important products of the
field and garden should be so poorly represented, we can only account for by
supposing either that the country around Albany is not a very good agricultural
district, which we believe is rvr\ll_', the case, or else that thv society does not
attach much importance to a show of mere agricultural products as compared
with cattle, machinery, &ec., and consequently does not offer large enough pre-
miums to induce the farmers to bring them out. At Syracuse last year, we are
told, there was a large display in these classes of products.

In Fruit the show was large and good, particularly of pears and apples, of
which the specimens were remarkably fine; of plums and peaches there were
none, the season being too late for them ; grapes were good, but not very remark-
able. The fruit table was 120 feet in ler 1gth, with thrvv wide and well filled
tiers on each side. The show of flowers was also large and fine, particularly of
dahlias, The Fine Arts, exhibited in the same building as the fruits and
flowers, were not very well represe n{,)wl

In tho Dairy Hall ‘the large display of cheese should indicate that more atten-
tion is paid to this branch of farming than to some others. There were some fifty
specimens, weighing 100lbs. or over, each, and, we should judge, of excellent
quality, Butter was not so well re presented, there being only a dozen or two
small lots.

In Implements, there was a very large and excellent display. They were
reapers and mowers, ploughs, straw-cutters, farm boilers, harrows, rollers, churns,
cultivators, fanning mills, threshing machines, portable mills, ch(‘?w resses,
olover mills, p«»rtublv grist mills, seed drills, corn shellers, hay pnc)(orv S\v., in
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