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DEFENDS THEATRE
ABAINST PREACHER

Brady and Minister in New
York Baptist Church.

Congregation Noisy — Wm.
A. Brady Said Dr. Roach
Straton’s Condemnation of
Stage Conditions Not Just.

New’ York, Feb. 12—Pounding their
fists on the pulpit and stamping thefe
feet on the covering over the baptismal

5P Calvary Baptist e¢hurch yesterday
af*rnoon, the Rev. John Roach Straton
and William A. Brady took turns in tell-
Jng each other what they thought, re-
s} Bectively, about stage people and
P reachers,

At times hecklers among the congre-
gation became so obstreperous that blue-
coated policemen guarding the entrances
to the edifice poked startled heads in-
side the doors. Quite as if they were in
Cooper Union or Madison Square Garden
instead of a church, the people in the

pews jeered and hissed and applauded

the speakers. The jeets and hisses were
all for Mr. Brady.

The meeting had been advertised by
the church as a debate on the proposi-
tion that present conditions and tend-
encies on the American stage are a men-
ace to a sound public and private moral-
ity. Brady, once a newsboy and later a
‘poker expert, prize fight’promoter, the-
atrical producer, father of Alice Brady
and husband of Grace George, declined
at first to go ahead with the issiie con-
fined to such limits.

He insisted on speaking, however, af-
ter he had heard Dr. Straton declare that
the theatres are in bondage to Jews, and
that the price of promotion for most
actresses is that they surrender their
irtue.

Those were the remarks that brought

4r. Brady belligerently down the aisle
t(’.

Mutders by Churchmen.

“More murders are done by church-
men than by stage people. Why doesn’t
Dr. Straton tell about the horrible de-
generacies and crimes perpetrated by
ministers ?”

It was Brady speaking. Both arms
were akimbo. His chin was up and for-
‘ward. He suggested Ajax defying the
lightning, or Jack Dempsey teasing an in-
ferior opponent. Still speaking in the
third person, he continued:

“Mr. Brady will not come forward for
the moment. I am not going to make
this nrgument. because, ladies and gentle-

men— \

“Louder, louder,” the congregation
chanted:s

“They eould hear you better from the
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pulpit,” advised Mr. Straton. “Yo&’d bet-
ter ¢ome to the front.”

“T will.”

Then Brady and Straton shook hands.
It was a rare moment in New Yerk’s
history. T |
There were something over 17,000
words in Dr. Straton’s address, bit after
tracing the theatre from its religious be-
ginnings and talking a while about the
beginnings of civilization, he got to a

“Ten girls representing the chorus
girls’ union said that: ‘It is next to im-
possible for a girl te work in the chorus
without leading a life of shame. It is al-

out being insmlted.”

Three old men crowded on a narrow
bench just under Dr. Straton’s gaze,
cried out. One said: “Awful;” another:
“My gracious,” and the third, “Tut!
Tut!”

Price of Promotion.

“This last remark leads me to say that
facts now prove that the price of promo-
tion for many girls and women upon the
stage today is that they shall surrender
their virtue.”

Many persons among the congregation
b}xlxlzzed with indignation when they heard
this.

“In fact, my friends,” continued the
preacher, “this condition has gotten to
be a standing joke in the theatrical and
movie world. There is a lascivious
maxim ‘concerning the gateway to suc-
cess in pictures known to everyone who
works - in the studios, and the testing
method is a stock joke wherever pictures
are made.”

Dr. Straton talked on and on about
naked (he pronounced it as though it
was spelled neck-ed) women on New
York stages, and when he denounced
them he was applauded by young and
old. The young included boys in short
trousers and girls of sixteen and seven-
teen.

Then he proceeded to rake over the
Jews, who, he said, controlled the New
York theatres.

* “Why don’t the people of the stage
throw off this bondage in which they
are held by Jews?”

«Is Mr. Brady a Jew?’ A whiskered
old man was dancing excitedly in the
carpeted space just below the pulpit.

«It is amaging that any people should
have permitted such control, and they
ought to rise and cast off that bondage.”
Arraigns Movie Stars.
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gregation, then “Oh, how can be say
that?” was the indignant interrogation
one woman addressed to those about her.
Segregated male and female choristers in
purple vestments leaned from their re-
spective lofts and hissed their scorn at
Brady.

“Why does not Dr. Straton tell you

about the things that happen in society ?”

“That’s right,” shouted an old woman

in a side pew.

“Shame,” shouted the choristers.
“Why not the department stores, with

their underpaid girls? Why doesn’t he
tell you about lots of things that happen
wherever boys and gitls are thrown to-
gether?”
waist, Mr. Brady looked first at the fe~
male choir loft and then at the male
side.
th

Bending backward from the

A perceptible shudder swept

rough the pews.
“Wﬁy (now Mr.

A woman with

“More murders are com-

“May I ask Mr. Brady—" but the wo-
Unafraid

“There are more ministers in state’s

prison than there are stage people.”

“Make him stop,” cried one, above the

general hissing. \

A few Brady adherents were doing
&

Brady yelled) don’t‘
he tell you about the horrible crimes and week to visit
degeneracy perpetrated by ministers?”
Dr. Straton, furiously scribbling notes,
tapped his long foot on the thick red treatment.
carpet’ of the pulpit.
plump arms folded beneath her elbow-
length mink cape rose majestically from
the . third pew:

“May I ask Mr. Brady about his wife)
and' daughter. Do, they—"

Mr. Brady ignored her. Perhaps he
did not hear.
mitted by churchmen than are done by
stage people,” he said.

their best to encourage him with yeils of
“Good” and “Great stuff.”

“When Dr. Straton slanders poor little
Mary Pickford.”

Yells, hisses and jeering lauglter
mounted to the greatest pitch of intens-
ity there, but Mr. Brady with ome fist
held truculently back of him faced it out.

“When I said poor,”. he said, “I refer-

ner from this place. I claim he is wrong.
Now mark you, 'm not going to defend
what is disreputable.”

There was a great flash, an explosion
just then. A newspaper photographer
ad set up his camera in the aisle a few
yards from the pulpit. Relieved to dis-
cover he hadnt been shot, Mr. Brady
said: “Thank ‘you,” and continued:
there was another flash.

critics, I tell you, deliberately refrain
from saying a show is lascivious, because
if they do say so the public flocks to see
that show. It’s the public that wants

good shows in New York. De you know
any bad ones?”

That was a tactical error. Probably
Mr. Brady himself will admit it now.
Immediately after he had asked the
question he was bombarded with the
names of shows.

«“Up in the Clouds,” shouted someone.
“The Demi-Virgin.”? Mr. Brady folded
his arms and waited.

“Gétting Gertie’s Garter.”

“Jf there are stage peeple here,” said
Mr. Brady. ‘I wish to call attention to
the fact that they never for one instant
intertupted Dr. Straton. What I was
saying was: There are ten good plays
for one bad one, and those bad ones
would not prosper if the p{lb\}c did net
want them.”

Mr. Brady paused for wind and argu-

ments. He admitted it. Then he re-
sumed: .
“I would be proud to compare the
record of the screen and theatre people
with the 'war record of the Young Men’s
Christian Association. The disreputable
Charlie Chaplin sold millions and millions
of Liberty bonds.”

WOODSTOCK PERSONALS.

(Woodstock Press.)
Mrs. E. R. Teed left for St, John last
friends.
Miss Doris Clarke will leave for Monec-
ton on Tuesday for further medical

| A letter received states that Wm. M.
Connell 'arrived safely in Los Angeles,
ney well,

Chester MacDonald, formerly manager
| of the Royal Bank here, with Mrs. Mac-
Donald, has left Halifax to spend the
winter in California with friends,

Lyman Flemming, teller of the Mont-
real Bank here, has been transferred to
the branch at St. John. His place here

man’s voice was drowned by hisses from | has been taken by Kenneth Reid of West
other hecklers of Mr. Brady.
he continued:

St. John. » )

Lester LeBaron Hull, son of the late
Robert Hull, and Xathrina Townle¥
Phillips, daughter of the late Dr. C. T,
Phillips, and sister of Mrs. Robert Strain,
were marvied in New York City on Jan.
v 21. -

red to her first marriage. Why don’t he:
find out about that before he dénounces

“Dr. Straton attacks the critics. The

that stuff. He says nothing about the|

Cal., on January 30, and steod the jour—'j
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MONEY FOR EATS. the local council held a pantry sale a
% \ few days ago, they hed no difficulty in
Sackville Post:—We sometimes hear c;emng u;g:l[). Wi e mz %
complaints that money is scarce and Col-| be plenty of money for good things to
lections slow, but when the members of | eat.

Mary Pickford and Douglas Fairbanks,
declaring: “The attorney-general of
Nevada believes he can convict these two
of bigamy.”

“Then there is Fatty Arbuckle” The,
congregation roared with laughter.

“The theatre of today adds to tempta-
tions and increases the number of
\diverces, not only in the indirect ways
befpre marriage, but also directly by
leading married men astray through the
display: of physical charms of women
upon the stage.”

Dr. Straton was, mopping his brow
then, and William Al Brady rose and en-
quired: :

“Doctor, may I answer now?”

“You certainly may, Mr. Brady. Come
forward. .

There webe no formalities this timeL
when the theatrical producer mounted
the pulpit., His bulging eyes glittered,
but whether with tears of rage could not
be determined by observers nearby.

“After hearing Dr. Stratop’s address,”
he began, “I can not leave the church
until I say to him, ‘Let him who is with-
out sin cast the first stone” I want to
say to him, also, ‘Théu shalt not slander
thy neighbor.’”

Mr. Brady took a long breath. Then
he resumed:

“For one hour and a half I have
listened to him and I have not heard one
fact.”

Murmurs and cries came from the con-
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DYE FADED WRAP
SKIRT, DRESS IN
“DIAMOND DYES”

Fach package of “Diamond Dyes” con-
tains directions so simple any woman
can dye or tint her old, worn, fadedi
things new. Even if she has never dyed |
before, she can put a new, rich color
into shabby skirts, dresses, waists, coats,

stockings, sweaters, coverings, draperies, | °

bangings, everything. Buy Diamond
Dy es—no other kind—then perfect homei
dyeing is guaranteed. Just tell your
druggist whether the material you wish
to dye is wool or silk, or whether it is

Dr. Straton arraigned Charlie Chaplin

linen, cotton, or mixed gonds. Diamond

for his “sordid diverce.” He spoke ofl Dyes never s\treak., spot, fade, or run.
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Forecastof SpringSuit-Blouses
Featured in Crepe de Chine

“Navy Blue and Bisque
—_Styles, fresh from the lips of Paris—
New York’s Most Cherished
Blouse Secrets Disclosed
Almost with the same breath that Paris and New
York declared the new Blouse Fashions “au fait’’—
these self-same brilliant inspirations were being

created by D’Allaird’s skilled workmen—under, the
_gesthetic eye of D’Allaird’s clever designers. '

Advance Spring Blouses “ just out ’’ this moment in New York stores—are
now being shown here in D’Allaird Blouse Shops.

Just to touch on a few new ideas—clever adaptations of the Peasant Sleeve—
* Melon” neck—® Gilet” or waistcoat effects. ~Fascinating Paisley Trimmings !

What an opportunity for our customers to study these
Advance Spring Blouse Fashions at this early date. It
will be our pleasure to show you the models—and tell

you all about the new Spring fashions.
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REGMCEMBER
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ENVELORPE ! MUTT wonT
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