FOREIGN POLICY IN ACTION

GLOBAL AGENDA

Canada and Mexico _

* Working Together on Environméhtal Projects

‘anada is working with Mexico fo strengthen their environmental
; moniforing and enforcement practices. Through the Infernational
~ Partnerships Program under Canada’s Green Plan, $1 million has been
pledged to Mexico for thé second consecutive year.

The projects will continue to focus primarily on training in the areas of
compliance monitoring, the enforcement of environmental regulations, the
managemeht of hazardous substances, the freatment of wastewater effluents,
air pollution control and environmental impact assessment.

Canadian and Mexican officials are currently deﬁnmg the scope of the
projects for the second year, keeping in mind Mexico’s environmental priorities,
the need tosirengthen their capabilities in the enforcement of environmental
laws and regulafions, and Conodo s desire to promote lfs own environmental
expertise.

In 1992, 21 pr0|ects in Mexico received Fundmg from Canada. These
included a mobile laboratory for on-site measuring of industrial and municipal

emissions polluting the air, ground or water (see sidebar), and the creation of

" regulations and environmental protection plans for companies involved in high-

 risk activities. The 1992 explosion in the city of Gu‘udald}'ara has led Mexico
fo infensify its acfivities to prevent accidents of this nature from happening
again. Canadian specialists have also met with senior staff of Mexico's
Secretariat of Social Development and Ecology (SEDESOL) fo assist them with
~ the mplementchon of comprehensive environmental audits and fo provide
training for SEDESOL staff.

The International Partnerships Program was created in 1991 as porr of ’fhe‘
Green Plan and will run until 1997. Its aim isto advance Conado senvironment

and sustainable development interests in the international arena through
multilateral, bilateral and -commercial portnershlps that fit with Canadian
priorifies. Its purpose is twofold: to assist developing nations fo achieve their
environmental objectives, and to expand market opportunities For Canadian
companies offering services and products in these sectors.

In Mexico, Canadian environmental companies have expanded info o fast

growing market and have demonstrated impressive expertise..In fact, their

successful efforts have led fo further contracts with the Mexican government,
some through funding provided to Mexico by the World Bank. -
~ Canadaand Mexico have a hlsfory of cooperafion on environmental issues.
In 1988, they joined with the United States to sign a Memorandum of
Understanding on Migratory Birds and their North American Habitats. In
1990, Canada’s Prime Minister and Mexico's President signed the Canada-
* Mexico Enwronmental Co-operation Agreement to plan and co-ordinate joint
projects, and provide environmental and commercial benefits to both countries.

The environmental projects that Canada and Mexico are working on today -

. and in the future reflect shared priorities and open the door fo future collabore-
fion between the two countries, primarily.in the private sector. The partnerships
developed also contribute to Canada’s commitment fo building a strong envi-
ronmental industry and assisting Canadian companies in foreign markets. ¥

 Canadian
‘Mobile Labs
Fight Pollution

" To support Mexico in its ﬁghf

' ,agﬁ:ins)fpdluﬁén, Canada -

has provided it with a mobile

~ laborafory that can conduct -
- onthe-spot inspections of ‘gds"- e

. eous and liquid effluents,

analyze hydrocarbon carbon fi‘ ‘
monoxide and carbon diox- e

lde emissions, deiect mdlaﬂ'

tion and monﬂor a:r qualfty

K Tha mobn'e lab wﬂl aid rhs e
5 Mex;can Aﬂomey-GmemHor 2

the Enwronment in its roufme

inspection of mdustnes ena-
‘ ':blmg #bmeasuresnnssions: 2 —

_polluhngfhearr,groundor |
 water. The lab will also help
' f o mcmk.?r,minﬁnum environ- o

External Affairs and

<=
s
<
S
=
A
=
=
=
=
—
;
2
=
i

ver the last several years, the protection :

of the global environment has increased.

" in importance for Canadians, as it has

for citizens of vi rtually all countries. Canadians feel
strongly aboutthe international role thattheir country

plays in helping to care for a fragile world environ-

- ‘ment, and they expect Canada to do ifs fair share.

5 Global Agenda is a qv'oﬂéﬂy bollstinthof will -~

discuss how Canadian foreign policy can most

effectively deal with global environmental chal--
lenges.: Each publication will focus on a priority
issue for Canada in environmental foreign policy -

~and willprofile pohcy in action” abroad. Canada s Ambussador for Envuronmenf and Sustamable -
Development will discuss issues on the global environment agenda and report « on the work of the UN

"The percentage of Canadians citing
the “Whole World” as the
scope for environmental

issues has nearly tripled /
from 1988 to 1992.

22 % : 64 % ; ouru:
(] 988) (] 992] The Decima Quarterly Report,

Summer '92; Decima Research

Commission on Sustainable Development. Periodically, guest articles and book reviews will be included.
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