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part, in the glory and security of which we see the
future stabihty and strength of our own Dominion,
lo you, captain, officers and men, we look with
confideiice that your assistance will be given, in the
lines and following the traditions of the great service
under which you were trained, to insure the success
of our venture. For this noble purpose I am givingmy son who will join you to-morrow. GreatBntam has given us an absolute freedom ©faction
as far as our internal affairs are concerned and the
management of them. Equally has the Mother
Country consented to be guided by our desires in all
international relations that affect our own country,
and she has authorized us to negotiate our own
commercial treaties. This is certainly the acme of
political liberty, it is the finest example of national
autonomy that the world can present to-day. But
t..is freedom brings with it new powers for us to
exercise, and these bring fresh responsibilities.

Without the powers necessary for the exercise of
that autonomy it would become a mere fiction ; and
powers, without responsibilities in accord with them
would be dangerous and, in many cases, useless'
weapons for a country to hold. We are prepared to
shoulder the responsibilities, and the " Niobe »

is to-
day the first and most striking evidence that we are
so disposed

Then we must consider that our interests are so


