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sorpli'iU aiul the developuu'iit of forciKll

iiliMls, ln'ciiiisi> lljt' Frunch I'aiiatliati \n the
olilfst Caiiattiaii, because the French Caim-
ailhiii lias rounded uu the soil of our coun-
ivy llie wliole of liis hopes. He has nbuu-
liiiiictl the jiast; he has ceased to look to any
li)ni;;ii ciiinitry for the development of his

moral and material forces and when
yi)U compare the past with the present,
wlien you think that all the French Can-
adians, whether living in this country un-
der the British flag or in the United States
under the stars and stripes, that thece 3,000,-

'."Jd French Canadians are all the descend-
ant.s of tjo.uto peasants who were uband-
oued on this land by the French govern-
ment ISO years ago. who haj been ruined
by tile Freudi government, robbed by
Freni'h intendauts whose methods British
governors faitlifuily followed ; when it

will be remembered that those f)0,000

peasants, unaided by any influx what-
ever of inimignition and capital, have devel-
o|ied their education, their agriculture and
tlieir trade; that they have done all they
could for Canada whether in peace or war,
and if you consider the point at which they
starte<l and the result they have achieved,
tliere is no reason why any man in this

House should be afraid of the hold the
French Canadians may obtain in the west.

Again referring to past history might I

ouce more appeal to my English speaking
frituds in this House and say to them : Do
not trust the religious zealot. Remember
the New England Turitan who burned
witches 2(X) years ago. He condemned the
British Government because It granted
religious liberty to the French Canadians,
l)ut ten j-cars later he rebelled against the

British Crovvn and was stopped from enter-

ing Canada only by the French Canadians.
Do not trust too much to the political jingo.

Bemember 1849. when the fathers of the

Tories wrecked the parliament buildings,

and rotten-egged the governor for giving
freedom to all. I simply say this and I

leave my friends with these words : Be
just to the French Canadians. That is all

j

1 ask. I do not ask you to be generous,!

if the state of mind of your province has
not yet been brought up to the state of

mind that we have in Quebec. If you can-
not aflord to be generous, all I ask you is

to be just, (.iive us the same rule that we
have given you, do for us what we have
done for you and trust the French Can-
iidians under the guidance of that hier-

archy which has stood for British connec-
tion in the past. The French Canadian's
iie;n t is generous, his heart Is grateful and
lie win never forget what you have done.

But on the other hand—and In this I am
not uttering any threat— I regret every time
1 go back to my province to find developing
tliat feeling that Canada is not Canada for

all Canadians. \Vj are sometimes in Quebec
accusetl of being provincialists. We are
not provincialists by nature. We have
stood for the defence of tlie whole soil of

Canada and have contributed our share for

the benefit of the whole of Canada. But
after such examples as we have had in

,\ew Brunswick, in Manitoba, and the
Northwest Territories, after such attempts
as were made in Ontario itself where we
were preserved only bee." use there was a

text of law, we are bound to come to the
conclusion that Quebec Is our only country
becau.se we have no liberty elsewhere. I

do not say that we are treated as slaves ;

l)ut we are proud enough and I contend
that we have rendered service eMough to

claim at the hands of the majority of this

country not only such treatment as you
would grant to a good natured inferior be-

ing, but such treatment as I think we, as

your brethren, are entitled to receive at

your hands. If you do that, if you are Just

and just without quibbling, just and just

without trying to take witli one hand what
you give with the other, I say : Trust
the French Canadian in the west or in the
east, trust the French Canadian anywhere
in Canada ; he will be true to you. true to

the British Crown, if you do not expel from
his mind the belief that Canada Is a free

country and that the British Crown is In

this country the protector of equal justice

and equal law.
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