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Being a niacristrate, and a member of the grand jury, I pledge
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facts .nth the statements so often and confidently repeated. MyLord Aberdeen, in his place in Parliament, at the close of the last

7^ZY "^ presenting a petition from certain parties, stated (nodoubt from information he had receivea) that iJeNvfoundland wasm a^ bad a state as Upper or Lower Canada.
Charges of a similar nature were made not only by the Tory but^e Liberal pre.s both m England and L-eland. The merchants of

London, Liverpool, Bnstol, and Poole have called on the Govern-ment to send out an adequate military force to overawe the rebel-bous colonists, and the Chambei of Commerce at St. John's re-
peat all the charges and ask Her Majesty to iniiict on the un-
bending colonists the highest punishment within the range ofHer Majesty s power, even when acting with the other branches
rf the Legislature, to subvert their Constitution and deprive them
ot their nghta and privileges as British subjects.
The Chaniber of Commerce in these petitions to the Queen at-

tribute the illegal conduct of tlie people to the "atrocious" and
unprmcipled acts ci the House of Assembly. If the charge

against the people falls to theCTound for want d' proof, the charges
against the House of Assembly must meet the same fate, setting
aside the vague and general allegations against the House, which I
shall endeavour to reply to by and by. The only clear and tan-n-
ble charge brought against the Assembly arises out of the com-
mittals fi^)r breach of privileges of Mr. Kiely, Acting Judge Lilly
and the Sheriff. It must be admitted that the House of Assembly
in these cases, exercised power which should not be used except m
cases of extreme necessity

; it has created a prejudice against the
tlouse of Assembly in this country difficult to remove The
opponents of free representative governments, in Newfoundland
and elsewhere, have seized on it with avidity, and made the most
«t It. It IS to be lamented that the House of Assembly should
have found it necessary, in defence of their privileges, to act as they
thd

;
whether they acted vnsely or judiciously, or othenvise, is not

the (question
;

it is whether they were legally authorized to com-
mit tnese persons for what they considered a high breach of their
pnvileges.

Your Lordsh.p will admit, that after taking the first step, it was
difficult for them to recede ; tlu-tr privileges were questioned, not
only in these cases, but in a variety of others ; everj- species of con-
tumely and insult were heaped upon thom. It appeared to be the
opinion *«f (.he Hoiik » th.lt th." tivar- A.-r.-/ -••.ti-.:^ -.il-.".- '.: .

lo asst^t their p.rix il.>ges in the committal of the partierbcfore
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