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now altogether out of hif proper element. Ho manifeats an STvkward-
new in Ilia manner. He aeems as if he scarce ponetsed the pcwera of
"peech and utterance

; and if he can so far compose himself at to ad-
dress those about him, he does it in such a timid, confused, and faulter^
ing manner, that every one is well pleased for his own sake he should
remam sHent. See, however, how another displays himself, who haa
been often in compar/-who has practised from his infancy hisconver-
sational powers in the social circles. He manifests no confusion in his
manner, and no faultering in his utlerance. His mind is familiariMd to
what he is engaged in. He has a hundred times over been in the same
scenes before. He has { -actised the art of being communicative in
company so often, that young though he may be, he is a proficient in it.
All his mental powers, therefore, are seen at their ease. He talks on
subjects grave or gay with the greatest fluency ; and such an adept is ha
in the art of being communicative, that his topics as well as his language,
seem really inexhaustible. All this, gentlemen, is to be traced to no
other source than to practice

; and the like excellent result will be found
to attend it in ite application to the power of writing as well as of
speaking.

I shall now, in conclusion, eum up the chief topics adverted to in
the preceding discourse.

1. I have stated that the first requisite in acquiring a good English
style was, that you should frequenUy read the best and most approved
author«~that thus, by a process of imitation, you would be led to trans-
fuse their graces into 3'our own compositions, and comparing your per-
formances with theirs, to correct whatever was faulty or defscUve U the
use of language.

2. The second was, that you should always, before writing, make
yourselves master of your subject. I have said that this was a matter
<.! .3pccral importance

; for so intimate is the connection between thought
nm^ ' •

:>v ge, that i
.

c/der to our writing continuously and well, litde
el3u is re.ioired, than an accurate apprehension of the subject. I ob-
wrvedalso, that in formal essays it was desirable the student should
draw up an ouUine of what he meant to at of, that thus there might
be comprehensiveness and a lucid arrangement In his performance.

3 That the student should have such a confidence in himself, that
He should aim at being natural. Althoueh it was 5mnnr*-nf Ko .k-.,ij

O'vo a taste culUvated by the •tur', of the beat authors, yet that he


