
:)(t INCKNTIVES TO TIIK 8TUDV OF

\vat(M'-ralls, with vnrious oljisscs of wood atid wator nymphs,

lairics and jrcnii. 'I'lu'y had anticipatrd thr author of th(i

" l{a|)r of tli<^ Lock" in the creation of a class of personal

jifiiomes, wlio ninihly dance over the lineaments of the lui-

niiin frame. They have a class of seers and prophets, who
inulter from the jiround, the decisions ot fate and Provi-

dence. They Ixdieve in the idea of jijliosts, witchcraft, and

vampires. They place the utmost reliance on dreams and

iii;!;[it visions. A dn'am and a revelation, an* synonymous.

Coimeils are called, and hattles are fouij:ht on th(' projy^nos-

tications ot" a dream. They are astrolojjers and star->?azers,

and draw no small part of their mythology Irom the skies.

They fast to obtain the favor of the Deity, and they feast,

at the return of the first fruits. They have concentrated

the wisdom and fancy of their forefathers and sajijes, in al-

h'i^^ories and fables. Witii the Arabs, they are jj;ifted in the

relation of fictitious domestic tales, in which necromancy

and i^enii, constitute the machinery of tliou}.fht. With the

ancient Mesopotamians, Persians and Copts, they practice

the old art of ideographic, or picture writing. They are

ex(M'llent local geograjjhers, and practical naturalists.

There is not an animal, fish, insect or re[)til(i in America,

whose character and habitudes they do not accurately and

practically know. They belic've the earth to be a plain,

with four corners, and the sky a hemisphere of material

substance like brass, or metal, through which the planets

'shine, and around which the sun and moon revolve. Over

all, they install the power of an original Deity, who is

called the Great Spirit, who is worshipped by fire, who is

invoked by prayer, and who is regarded, from the clifFs of

the jNIonadnock,* to the waters of the Nebraska,f as omnij)o-

tent, immaterial, and omi\ipresent.

That this race has dwelt on the continent long centuries

before the Christian era, all facts testify. If they are not

older as a people, than most of the present nations on the

» A iiinuiitiiin ill New Ilniniishiri', seiMi rrmii the sea.

t The Iiidiiin nuiiie of tlie river La I'hue


