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4 niR VOYAOR OF OONZAMS*

That part called the Souih-hams in famous for its noMe rouph cyd^r : In othtr partf

©fit mines of tin have been fonmrly difcovored in fiich abundance, that in King
John's time the coinage of Devonfliire was fot to f.krm for i )o/. a-jrear, when ("ortw

wall pid hut 60/. i8j. 4^. ; and it has four Ihinnary towns, with as many flannaiy

courtb, and towns of coiiiaf^o; which are Plyinpton, Tavillock, Afhburton, and Chag.
ford ; hut there is very little tin duj; in this country now.

Veins of loadfloiie are found here, whivih I was toM. a learned naturalifl f vs y,ji\<.'.

rally run eafl : nd well, contrary to the received opinion, tliat the loadllouj j.;ave a

a northerly diredion ; becaufe its natural pofitioii in the mine is fuppolcd t«» be north

and fouth. Here are quarries of good ftonc for building, and alfo ot flate for covering

houfes ; and of the latter great quantities are exported.

I'roceeding ftilleallwarii, we entered the pleafant and fruitful county of Dorfet, or

l^orfetlhire, which not only prodiiccth great plenty of corn, padure, cattle, wild fowl

and filh, but hemp and flax ; and great quantities ot cloth are made here, both

woollen and linen. Nor can any (hire match its plenty of excellent (lone in the quar-

ries at Portland and Purbeck, (in the la(l of which marble has been dug up (bmc-

times)
J
and from Blacknore Foreft may be brought fuflicient timber to ferve the

whole county : And what a conveniency this is to the inhabitants, appears, from the

elegance of the buildings, not only of the gentlemen's feats, but in thi ir towns. Many
kinds of earth, that are ufeful, are difperfed up and down the county : particularly, the

befl tobacco pipe-clay, which, as I was told, would fell at London for 30^. a-ton.

From henCe we travelled into Somerfetlhire, fo called from its being the warmeft

county in the whole idand of Britain. It is a very rich, plentiful, populous and plea-

fant county, famous among the graziers for its large (heep and oxen ; and among
merchant-adventurers, for its commodious havens. But the roads in winter are very

foul and bad for travellers.

It abounds with grain of all kinds, of which it fupplies home and foreign markets

with va(l quantities. Its hills afford mines of coal, lead, and copper. Wood thrives

here, as well as in any fhire in the kingdom ; and teazles (a fort of thillles ufed by

the cloth-drelTers) grow fcarce any where elfe. Ocre is dug up, on and about Mendip
hills ; and of lapis calainhhiris (without which, and copper, there is no making of

brafs) more is dug up here than in all the kingdom bjfidcs. As this county is rich

in pafture, no wonder it yields fuch great quantifies of cheefe, of which the bed and
biggeft in Fngland are made at Chedder, and reckoned as good as Parmefan ; and it

is worthy both the obfervation and imitation of fuch as defire to excel in this branch of

trade, that the whole milk of the parilh is, by the agreement of the parilhioners, pre-

ferved for the making of it. Its oxen are as large as thofe of Lancalhire and Lincoln-

(hire ; and the grain of the flefli is faid to be finer. Its v;des feed and fatten a prodi-

gious number of fheep, and of the largefl fize. Its maftiil" dogs are the boldelt of all

others of the kind at baiting the bull, a fport in which the ruder fort of people

among them, and fome of the low-bred gentry, take perhaps too much delight, as well

here, as in other parts of this nation.

All forts of cloth is manufadtured here; as brond and narrow kerfeys, druggets,

ftrges, duroys and (halloons, together with (lockings and buttons ; and in the fouth-

call parts of the fliire are made great quantities of linen. The value of the woollen

manufacture alone here, in the firft hands, has been rated at a million a-year ; and if a
calculation was made of its other manufadlures : and its produce by mines, tillage,

feeding, grazing, dairies, &c. it would undoubtedly exceed any county of the kingdom
in riches, both natural and acquired, Yorkfhirc not excepted i due allowance being made

for


