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Rl»«™-The only r,ver..r,mportanc. is ,h. Murray, wi.h it.s tribuUrie,
he Darl.ng and Afurr^mUJgee. These river,, ,vi,h th.-ir tribu-
tar,es, take thi-,r rise in \.i>e grtal dividing ridge towards the south-
east of the continent. In drought these stream, often beeome
merely detached pools. In the wet .season they are subject tosudden and violent floods. The .S,.„„ Xivcr in the west is
navigable,

Laker-The lakes vary greatly in size at different times. Sometimes
they become grassy plains. Many of them are onlv salt marches.
Lake Eyre ,s the centre of the • Continental " rivers of Australia.A numbe, of streams find their outlet in this lake, the waters ofwhich are saline.

Clinuite-The climate varies from tropical in tl-, north to warm tem-
perate m the south. The n.oun.ains along the eastern side have aBood ramfall, but the interior is so warm that moisture is not
condensed there.

SoU-Fertility depends upon the rainfall. The most productive region
IS between the dividing range and the .sea. The basin of the Darlingand other .streams produce nutritious gras,ses which sustain immense
flocks of sheep. The vine, orange, fig, olive and peach flourish
better m Australia than in Europe ; wheat, maize, oats and barley
return abundant crops.

P«ople-The^ aborigines are fast disappearing. They belong to the
Austral-Negro race. They are low .savages without house or

Hail™*!;^ Tr™"''
',*"" '"i'^f °""r"'i°n ^'"^ hunting and war.R«llw.y.-The capitals, Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbaneare connected by railway. Lines run from the ea,- ,„d south,

also into the mtenor. In the we.st Per,/, is connected with the
inland gold-centres.

Educhon-Education ,n each state is state-aided, compulsory, and toa large extent free.
.r.oi.iiu.

3.—Coinmonwe.]th of AiutnUia, Page 303.
Have the map on page 201 in constant use.
Outline each colony in the sketch map.
Topics: Productions of the colonies, chief cities „Iel-

bourne, Sydney, Adelaide, Brisbane.
Additional information :

South Australia, Western Aus,n.lia and Tasmania were united to for™


