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^!^- IV^ *?'• V^^' «Mi to that wind, and
IIT r!f'1?S<,"..*y• ***»*r, there won't be a thine
kft of the OU Hall in the moning."

^^
^ ran to the teleplu>ne call, but eomethinc appeand

to tave gone wrong with it, for the m« unawTto
obtain any answer to her call.

She gooted that lomeone more vindictive thau the
re»t had cut the wire. Every minute was precious
every minute gave freah impetus and power to the
dread force which can work such havoc in a little
space.

Strangely enough, it was Tibbie who took the initia-
tive, who behaved as if the place were hers. Alison
white and diy-eyed, stood still, quietly looking on'
apoarentiy unaware that the moment was desperate.

In Uie midst Madge came flying downstairs half-
dressed, and the frightened women servants, each
one mf e helpless than another, huddled togetherwe^mg to company, and bewailing the event of the
niriit. Tibbie managed to get hold of a young gioom
and to dispatch him on a 1 orse for aid m the town
and thai she began very quietly but efficiently to
direct the e«orts of the servants to save some of the
more valuable contents of the house. There wen
not veiy many. A house of similar size inhabited
by people of refinement and good taste would un-
dwibtedly have been filled with good pictures and
taic-a-brac worth making stupendous efforts to save
Jie Sliver and the personal belongings were really
the mMt valuable assets of the house, the picturw
being of htUe account. As for the furniture, though it
had cost a great deal of money, it was cumbersome and
muuierMtmg Presently, through the open windows
of toe hbrary, Tibbie stepped out and spoke to the men8a™««d there with menace stiU on their faces.
" It's the master we want, the man who has destroyedM in Bnrtley," one said. " Let him coom out and face

It like a man. 'E won't, well, let 'im stop an' bum."
' Butley men, you have taken leave of your senses,"


