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from the Iberian peninsula in 1492. Rhode Island,
too, and Pennsylvania had a substantial Jewish
population. The Jews settled characteristically in
the towns and soon became a factor in commercial
enterprise. It is to be noted that they contributed
liberally to the patriot c^use in the Revolution.
While the ships bearing these many different

stocks were sailing westward, England did not gain
possession of the whole Atlantic seaboard without
contest. The Dutch came to Manhattan in 1623
and for fifty years heldsway over the imperial valley
of the Hudson. It was a brief interval, as history
goes, but it was long enough to stamp upon the
town of Manhattan the cosmopolitan character it
has ever since maintained. Into its liberal and con-
genial atmosphere were drawn Jews, Moravians,
and Anabaptists; Scotch Presbyterians and Eng-
lish Nonconformists

;
Waldensesfrom Piedmont and

Huguenotsfrom France. The same spirit that made
Holland the lenien^ host to political and religious
refugees from every land in that restive age charac-
terized her colony and laid the foundations of the
great city of today. England had to wrest from
the Dutch their ascendancy in New Netheriand,
where they split in twain the great English colonies
of New England and of the South and controUed
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