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Kii,'lit yoars ai,'o llic author of tlic pri'smt worl; juiblislu"!

a small voluint^ in wliit-li lit- att('iiiiilc(l to tal)tilat(' tlic laiuilifs

aiitl more imi)ortant i^MMu-ra of the Wiptfra of tin* rnitfd

vStatos. From tlu' use that has l»eeii maile of that work by

entomolo;^Mcal students, lie has been eneoiira;4e'l to believe

that the labor of its preparation was not in vain. The extra-

ordinary aetivity in the investigation of o\ir dipt('rolo,i,Meal

fauna within the past few years has. however, lar-'i'ly <lestroy-

ed its usefulness, and it is hoped that this new edition, or

rather this lU'w work, will jtrove as servin-able as has been

the former one. In the present work there has l)een an at-

tem])t to include all the j^enera now known from north (d'

South Ameriea. While the Central and West Indian faiuias

are preeminently of the South American type, thei'e are (h)ubt-

less many forms oecurrin;,' in the southern states th.it are at

present knowti only from more southern ret,dons.

In the preparation of the work the author has iieeii aith'd

by the examination, so far as he was aide, of extensive eol-

leetions from the West Indies and Central Ameriea submitted

to him for study by Dr. I). Sharp of <'aml)rid;4e. England.

and Messrs. (lodman and Salviu of London. to,i,M'ther with the

extensive collections of the University of Kansas and those

from Scmth America in the author's private cabinet, alto-

jj;etlier formiiii; ju'obably the lar<,'est collection oi AmericiiU


