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tt> hoar this lourned HoiontiHt rflpo!ithi<; piii^osof HcittiinLMital verse,

it was still more so to noti; that not only could lie on occasion

excel in the art of colorless polite conversation, l»ut invariably

excited the admiration of his lu^arers by his accurate memory for

the thousand trifles whicli form its staple, iind, in fact, act-

ually enjoyed it. Nevertheless, a word was enon<^h to divert him

from this light pastime, and he wouki lose the smiling presence

which accompanied his Itadinaf^e and drop bv instinct into a

thon}j;htful Jind well expressed mono!ofj;ue.

He had u keen sense of tlu; hiimo'-./iis and a loud and conta-

gious laugh which inspired in others as much hilarity us the sally

which called it forth. His nature was emotional, but controlled

by strong and wt;!! balanced reasoning power, so that no serious

view of his on any seientili(! sui)jeet was inlluenced by it. It

follows that where this reasoning power was wot exercised, as in

the ordinary small worries and mishaps of life he exhil)ited an

extreme passion, tend(!rness, or sensitivi'uess. This charac-

teristic while it enaliied him to enjo}' much that was unfelt by a

coarser nature, was nevertheless, the canse to him of «'xtreme

sulfering from causes whidi woul<l liave made no im|>ression on

most nuui.

His weaknesses were not tliosi; which could detract from his

greatness, nor did they contain anything sordid or hateful, while

the salient points which distinguished him above others placed

him in that indefinable class of great men whose tlioughts haye

moulded our century. Ft was an instructivt; lesson in psychology

to stand beside him and observe how smoothly and forcefully his

mind worked on subjects of the greatest diiliculty, and how

beautifully it recorded its work in well chosen scMitences cadenced

to express the smallest variations of meaning, and so beautifully

clear as to render further interpretation unnecessary even for the

least intelligent of his hearers.

The conversion of Dr. Hunt from the views of Mather, who in 1843

rejected the theory which assumed the Adirondacks or Macomb
mountains to be primary gneiss, as described by Maclure in 1817

and afterwards more fully by Amos Eaton in 1832, and substi-

tuted another in which a great part of the crystalline rocks of New
York, such as the Highlands, and also those of Canada, were con-

sidered altered Silurian deposits, gives a good illustration of bis

fairness and astuteness. While Murray and his offlcial superior,
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