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many forest districts entirely burned over and every living

thing upon them destroyed. Generally they were replaced

with trees similar to the former growth ; but that some-

times the prairie herbage takes and maintains possession.

He cites an instance on his own farm, where, forty years

ago, when he took possession, there was a forest of large

trees, which was destroyed by a fire, when a part of the

burned district was again covered with trees, and a part

was taken possession of by the prairie grass, and in a com-

paratively short time could not be distinguished from the

adjoining prairie. He mentions another occurrence of

the same kind within his owu observation, in Putnam

county. All who know Mr. Shaw, as I have for a third

of a century, will place implicit confidence in the truth

of his statements and the accuracy of his observations.

Indeed, the character of the latter is such as scarcely to

admit of mistake. But corroborating testimony is abun-

dant. I have conversed with many old settlers in differ-

ent parts of the prairie regions, who mention similar oc-

currences. I venture the assertion, that a thousand wit-

nesses may be found still living who can state particular

instances oi the same kind. In my early wanderings over

the wild prairies it several times occurred, when approach-

ing a body of timber, that I met in the prairie grass

charred remains of forest trees, perhaps half a mile or

more from the edge of the wood, and I have in no in-

stance inquired of one who had similar facilities for ob-

servation who did not remember having observed the

same thing, t

In a former part of this paper I have shown, by evi-

dence which may be seen and comprehended at this day

by every observer, how prairies have been a ^d are still

being converted into forests. I have now stated, with

.considerable particularity, evidence satisfactorily showing


