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Queb«c," atiiHiiviiif^ in diMtain'o of hxtuthe t» six Immlrtd niiht, and

avoid huiiiK t-xpuHtd to tlio KuU-ri and ho.ivy \veatiivr often met with in

the Atlimtii; off tilt* CouHt of Nova Sroliu. A grt-ut many American

tiiihing vt'HHflH from thv Ht*iv portH of tli*Htute of Main* would iiImo uh»;

thin Cunul provided they wer« ullowvd to do H<t, e«i»ecir.lly on their

return voyuKf-

In cuncIuHion, I think it will not l)u out of placu to call the Attention

of tlie mendx-rH of the Lcj,'iHlature to the fact that one gieat <lrawback

to the St. Lawrence route, not beiny aliU to compete with the New
York route for the Western carryin;,' trade, is that Orcnii Frciyhtslmv*;

always ruled higher from Montreal to Liverpool and other Britiah

European nea ports, than fr»m Nmv York, principally owin;,' to the

high rates of Insurance Companiss, Hic-, &c., by the former route, and

to the large subsidies paid by the British and American Governments

to lines of Postal ^Steamers who now carry molt of the passengers and

li];;lit freights formerly c;irri(.(l by sailing paclcets, thus obliging th<»««

vessels to compete for the carrying of grain and produce, and keeping

freighti down to a very low figure at the latter port.

If, however, got.d IJght houses are erected on the L( wer St. Law-

rence, good Charts and sailing directions published and given t« all

Masters of vessels using this route, and careful Pilots ready to take

them in charge (as alluded to before in my remarks respecting the River

between Montreal and Quebec), the rates of Insurance wi.l come down,

the cry about the dangerous navigation of the Gulf heard no more,

and the St. Lawrence route established as the shortest, safest and

cheapest route for the trade of the West to take to reach the European

Markets-

I hav« the honor to be, &c..
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Your Obedient Servant,

J. H. INGERSOLL.
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